Surprising jobs growth 


U.S. added 467,000 jobs last month, 
defying expectations. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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2020 election 


Pence rebuts Trump claim that ex-VP could 
have overturned results. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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Chip manufacturing 


House passes bill to boost domestic 
semiconductor production. NEWS, PAGE 6 
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Criminal Justice Commission to review case against 
chief state’s attorney after he made controversial hire 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


Chief State’s Attorney Richard Colan- 
gelo stuck quietly to his office Friday after a 
tumultuous week during which the gover- 
nor called for his removal and the Criminal 
Justice Commission, to which he reports, 
began discussing how to replace him. 

Colangelo, who has been the state’s top 
prosecutor since his appointment to head 
the Division of Criminal Justice in February 
2020, has been under intense pressure to 
leave office since Wednesday, when a report 


commissioned by the governor’s office ques- 
tioned his credibility about a patronage 
appointment that has attracted the interest 
of a federal grand jury investigation of two 
major state spending programs. 

The Criminal Justice Commission, which 
appointed Colangelo and has sole power 
over the position, scheduled a meeting for 
Wednesday with lawyers from the state 
Attorney General’s office to review the laws 
and regulations governing removal of the 
chief state’s attorney, a constitutional offi- 
cer who cannot simply be dismissed. The 
commission was created as a quasi-indepen- 





dent agency in the hope of 
insulating criminal prose- 
cutions from political influ- 
ence. 

Among other things, a 
formal charge would have 
to be brought and Colan- 
gelo would be summoned 
to a hearing at which he 
could present witnesses on 


Colangelo 


his behalf. 

Colangelo has not spoken publicly about 
his plan — whether to resign or fight before 
the commission to remain in office. He did 
not return a call and a spokeswoman for his 
office declined comment. Associates said he 
has considered his options. 

“Tt is asad day for everyone involved,” said 


Panel to discuss removal of Colangelo 


former Chief State’s Attorney Kevin Kane, 
who preceded Colangelo in office. 

That pressure to resign comes from a 
lengthy report commissioned by Lamont 
that questions Colangelo’s credibility in 
explaining how he came to hire Anastasia 
Diamantis, the daughter of politically-in- 
fluential former Lamont budget officer 
Konstantinos Diamantis — at the same 
time Colangelo was lobbying Diamantis for 
what would have amounted to pay raises for 
himself and his senior staff. 

Colangelo has said he was pressing 
Diamantis to correct long-standing pay-scale 
irregularities in the Division of Criminal 
Justice that left some junior prosecutors 
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Jacqueline Hylton prepares food in chef Walter Little’s kitchen at the Swift Factory. MARK MIRKO PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT 
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Building dreams 


At Hartford’s Swift Factory, entrepreneurs find 
space for businesses, and it’s ‘just the beginning” 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


ARTFORD — Growing up 

in Hartford, all Walter Little 

knew about the M. Swift 

& Sons factory in the city’s 
Northeast neighborhood was that it 
made gold leaf for the dome of the state 
Capitol. 

But in the past year, Little has learned 
a lot more, like how a $34 million rede- 
velopment of the vacant, rundown 
factory into incubator and entrepre- 
neurial space has given Little a chance 
to build a thriving restaurant business, 
Chef Walt’s. 

“It’s like a dream,” Little said, shaved 
beef and onions sizzling on the grill and 
a pot of jerk chicken bubbling nearby. “It 
gave me an opportunity that I wouldn’t 
have had, not having the best of credit, 
not having parents who could back me 
up.” 

Chef Walt’s space was one of a dozen 
stops in the renovated former gold-leaf 
factory on a tour Friday by U.S. Sens. 
Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy. 

The 80,000-square-foot hub of incu- 
bator and community space, houses 
mostly Black-owned and women-owned 
businesses. 

There also are plans for a new, $5 
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First-floor space at the Swift Factory awaits finishing as a library. 





hae Collins, left, of Hartford Plant Co. talks with Sens. Richard 
Blumenthal, second from left, and Chris Murphy, right. 


Lawmakers urge 
Darien school board 
to reconsider Open 
Choice program 


Democratic lawmakers are calling on 
the Darien Board of Education to recon- 
sider its decision Tuesday to reject a plan 
to participate in a pilot Open Choice 
program that would have admitted 16 
kindergarten students from Norwalk 
into four Darien elementary schools. 
Connecticut, Page 1 
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DuBois-Walton 
to guide state 
education board 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Gov. Ned Lamont has 
appointed Karen Dubois-Wal- 
ton, a New Haven leader who 
has championed affordable 
housing and equitable housing 
policy, as the next chairperson of 
the Connecticut State Board of 
Education, he announced Friday. 

DuBois-Walton, a board 
member since 2020, currently 
serves as president of the Hous- 
ing Authority of the City of New 
Haven, or Elm City Communi- 
ties. As chair, succeeding long- 
time chairperson Allan B. Taylor, 
of Hartford, DuBois-Walton said 
she hopes to address the still-un- 
folding fallout of COVID-19 while 
continuing to center the equity 


work already underway. 


“I joined a board a couple of 





“She has been 
a valuable 
voice as a 
member of the 
State Board 
of Education, 
utilizing her 
experience 

to bring a 
much-needed 
perspective.” 


years ago that was very oriented 


around how we were going to 
do our work through an equity 
lens,’ DuBois told the Courant. 


— Gov. Ned Lamont, 
on Karen DuBots- 
Walton, above 


“T see my role in leadership here 
as being able to really push that 
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Republicans rebuke 
Kinzinger, Cheney 


Censure calls Jan. 6 
attack ‘legitimate 
political discourse’ 


By Jonathan Weisman 
and Reid J. Epstein 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — 
The Republican Party on 
Friday officially declared 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on 
the Capitol and events that 
led to it “legitimate polit- 
ical discourse,” formally 
rebuking two lawmak- 
ers in the party who have 
been most outspoken in 
condemning the deadly 
riot and the role of former 
President Donald Trump 
in spreading the election 
lies that fueled it. 


The Republican 
National Committee’s 
overwhelming voice 
vote to censure Reps. Liz 
Cheney of Wyoming and 
Adam Kinzinger of Illinois 
at its winter meeting in 
Salt Lake City culminated 
more than a year of vacil- 
lation, which started with 
party leaders condemn- 
ing the Capitol attack and 
Trump’s conduct, then 
shifted to downplaying 
and denying it. 

On Friday, the party 
went further in a resolu- 
tion slamming Cheney 
and Kinzinger for taking 
part in the House investi- 
gation of the assault, saying 
they were participating in 
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forward as we move into our 
five-year plan process that’s 
kicking off now.” 
Lamont hailed 
DuBois-Walton’s work in 
housing equity and on the 
State Board of Education. 
“Karen has been an 
incredibly active member 
of the New Haven commu- 
nity throughout her career, 
particularly focused on 
removing barriers to fair 
housing among marginal- 
ized communities, revers- 
ing housing segregation 
patterns, and making 
improvements in under-re- 
sourced neighborhoods,” 
Lamont said in a statement. 
“Over these last couple of 
years, she has been a valu- 
able voice as amember of the 
State Board of Education, 
utilizing her experience 
to bring a much-needed 
perspective to this import- 
ant body, which is why I 
feel that having her serve 
as its next chairperson is a 
natural fit,’ Lamont contin- 


Censure 


from Page 1 


“persecution of ordinary 
citizens engaged in legiti- 
mate political discourse.” 

It was an extraordinary 
statement about the dead- 
liest attack on the Capi- 
tol in 200 years, in which a 
mob of Trump’s support- 
ers stormed the complex, 
brutalizing police officers 
and sending lawmakers into 
hiding. Nine people died in 
connection with the attack, 
and more than 150 officers 
were injured. The party 
passed the resolution with- 
out discussion and almost 
without dissent. 

The censure is the latest 
and most forceful effort 
by the Republican Party to 
minimize what happened 
and the broader attempt by 
Trump and his allies to inval- 
idate the results of the 2020 
election. In approving it and 
opting to punish two of its 
own, Republicans seemed 
to embrace a position that 
many of them have only 
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ued. “I appreciate Karen for 
accepting this responsibility 
and look forward to work- 
ing with her on our efforts 
to ensure that Connecti- 
cut’s public schools remain 
among the best in the 
nation and that every child 
has access to a top-quality 
education that sets them on 
a path to success. 

Dubois-Walton, who 
was born in New York City 
and grew up upstate, first 
came to New Haven for 
undergraduate studies at 
Yale University. She later 
earned her master’s degree 
and doctorate from Boston 
University, finishing at the 
Yale Child Study Center and 
going on to work with chil- 
dren and families as a clini- 
cal psychologist. 

Her quick ascent from 
board member to chair is 
preceded by decades of 
public service and years of 
work leading New Haven’s 
public housing authority, 
which she joined in 2007, as 
it tackled myriad develop- 
ment projects. 

The Glendower Group, 
Inc., the nonprofit devel- 


hinted at: that the assault and 
the actions that preceded it 
were acceptable. 

It came days after Trump 
suggested that, if reelected 
in 2024, he would consider 
pardons for those convicted 
in the Jan. 6 attack and for 
the first time described his 
goal as aiming to “overturn” 
the election results. 

For Republicans in Wash- 
ington, the party’s actions 
threatened new division 
as their leaders try to focus 
attention on what they call 
the failings of the Biden 
administration. 

Sen. Mitt Romney, 
R-Utah, wrote on Twitter, 
“Shame falls on a party that 
would censure persons of 
conscience, who seek truth 
in the face of vitriol. Honor 
attaches to Liz Cheney and 
Adam Kinzinger for seek- 
ing truth even when doing 
so comes at great personal 
cost.” He did not mention 
that the party chair who 
presided over the meeting 
and orchestrated the censure 
resolution, Ronna McDaniel, 
is his niece. 
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opment arm of Elm City 
Communities, has redevel- 
oped more than 2,000 hous- 
ing units through a $650 
million capital improvement 
program. 

360 Management Group, 
created by Elm City in 2018 
to preserve the low-income 
and affordable housing 
supply, now manages 456 
units in 82 buildings in New 
Haven. 

DuBois-Walton said one 
of her goals was to build and 
protect housing that “reflect 
back to the residents that we 
see their humanity.” 

“Regardless of how much 
you can afford to pay for 
your rent, you deserve 
something that is quality, 
and promotes a sense of 
connection and commu- 
nity,” she said. 

Under her leadership, the 
Connecticut State Board of 
Education will be tasked 
with creating the state’s next 
five-year comprehensive 
plan for student learning. 

The plan outlines the 
board’s goals and priorities 
statewide and is created 
with input from the state 


Department of Educa- 
tion and final approval by 
the board. A final draft is 
expected by the end of the 
year. 

“Dr. DuBois-Walton’s 
knowledge and experience 
will assist in our advance- 
ment of the board’s mission,” 
Charlene M. Russell-Tucker, 
state commissioner of 
education. 

The 2016-21 plan is titled 
“Ensuring Equity and Excel- 
lence for All Connecticut 
Students.” DuBois-Wal- 
ton said those tenants will 
remain a focus. 

Meanwhile, the planning 
process offers a chance 
to explore policy changes 
“that can actually get us to 
the place where we have 
communities that are not 
racially segregated, and 
schools that are not racially 
segregated,” DuBois-Walton 
said. 

“Let’s evaluate how far we 
got, figure what’s needed to 
accelerate progress that’s 
been made, or to jumpstart 
things that haven’t gotten 
going yet,” she said. 

DuBois-Walton said she 





Reps. Liz Cheney and Adam Kinzinger, shown in October, have 
been critics of Donald Trump. ALDRAGO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


The party’s far-right flank 
has been agitating to boot 
Cheney and Kinzinger out 
of the House Republican 
Conference for months, 
a push that Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy of California, the 
minority leader, has tried 
to brush aside. And their 
formal censure is sure to stir 
up those efforts again. 

“We need to move on from 
that whole discussion and, 
frankly, move forward and 
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get the House back in 2022,” 
said Rep. Mike Garcia, R- 
Calif., who is facing a diff- 
cult reelection campaign in 
anewly configured district. 
Most House Republicans 
tried to ignore the actions 
of the party Friday, refus- 
ing to answer questions or 
saying they had not read 
the censure resolution. Rep. 
Dan Crenshaw, R-Texas, 
called it “dumb stuff?’ while 
Rep. Mark Green, R-Tenn., 


sees several intersections 
between her work in public 
housing and public educa- 
tion. 

About one-third of 
New Haven Public School 
students live in a unit 
connected to Elm City 
Communities, she said. The 
organization has long been 
partners with the district, 
she said, providing tutoring 
services and youth leader- 
ship development programs. 

And in her fight for the 
expansion of affordable 
housing, “some of the resis- 
tance we come up against 
has to do with thinking 
about education opportu- 
nities, and school lines and 
districting,” she said. 

“When we think about 
some of the issues of equity 
and housing, about where 
families have the opportu- 
nity to live, housing policy 
and education policy are 
so closely connected,” 
DuBois-Walton said. 

Vinnie Mauro, chair of 
the New Haven Democratic 
Town Committee, said 
DuBois-Walton’s leadership 
with Elm City Communities 


lamented the distraction 
from “this abysmal adminis- 
tration’s record.” 

Democrats, however, 
were incensed, especially 
at the censure resolution’s 
description of the Capi- 
tol attack as “ordinary citi- 
zens engaged in legitimate 
political discourse” and the 
ongoing legal investigations 
of Trump in New York and 
Georgia “as Democrat abuse 
of prosecutorial power.” 

“The Republican Party 
is so off the deep end now 
that they are describing an 
attempted coup and a deadly 
insurrection as political 
expression,” said Rep. Jamie 
Raskin, D-Md., amember of 
the special House commit- 
tee investigating the Capitol 
attack. 

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif, 
who is also on the commit- 
tee, said, “Their party has 
degenerated into a cult tothe 
former president, unwilling 
to acknowledge the truth, 
and I think they condemn 
themselves with their reso- 
lution.” 


has been a “steady hand” on 
the complex, bureaucratic 
organization. 

“Dr. DuBois-Walton is just 
a truly remarkable woman; 
she’s bright, she’s caring, 
she’s got a passion for doing 
the right thing,” Mauro said. 

“She has seen inequity, 
she knows what it looks 
like and she knows how to 
address it,” he added. “She’s 
constantly looking for the 
next best thing to do, and 
she’ll take that approach 
as chair of the education 
board.” 

DuBois-Walton has also 
worked in the political 
sphere, serving as chief of 
staff and chief administra- 
tive officer for former New 
Haven Mayor John DeSte- 
fano. 

She mounted a campaign 
against incumbent Mayor 
Justin Elicker in 2021, 
having served on his tran- 
sition team in 2019, but 
dropped out in July ahead 
of the Democratic primary. 


Seamus McAvoy may 
be reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com. 


Kinzinger said, “I have no 
regrets about my decision to 
uphold my oath of office and 
defend the Constitution. I 
will continue to focus my 
efforts on standing for truth 
and working to fight the 
political matrix that’s led us 
to where we find ourselves 
today.” 

The resolution speaks 
repeatedly of party unity 
as the goal of censuring the 
lawmakers, saying the party’s 
ability to focus on the Biden 
administration was being 
“sabotaged” by the “actions 
and words” of Cheney and 
Kinzinger that indicate “they 
support Democrat efforts to 
destroy President Trump 
more than they support 
winning back a Republican 
majority in 2022.” 

Kinzinger has already 
announced he won’t seek 
reelection. 

Cheney, who faces an 
uphill battle in her reelec- 
tion bid against a Republican 
Party aligned with Trump, 
said party leaders “have 
made themselves willing 
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Bridget Quinn, foreground, president and CEO of Hartford Public Library, soeaks with visitors, including Sens. Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy, inside a space at the Swift Factory, which will 
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become a library. The 80,000-square-foot community hub and business incubator houses a majority of Black-owned and women-owned businesses. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 
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million neighborhood 
branch of the Hartford 
Public Library and a branch 
of Chase Bank, expected to 
open next year, and space 
for Capitol Region Educa- 
tion Council’s Head Start 
programs. 

For years, Little said 
he had worked to build a 
restaurant business in the 
neighborhood, first in a gas 
station on Albany Avenue, 
then in space at the Amer- 
ican Legion and later at the 
Jerk Pit Cafe, both on Main 
Street. 

Before coming to Swift, 
Little said he considered 
renting space that would 
have cost him $2,500 a 
month. 

“It was a closet and 
needed a lot of work,’ Little 
said. “It wasn’t a state-of- 
the-art, walk-in opportunity 
like this. This gives me the 
room to grow.” 

Little said he sealed the 
lease at Swift with “$200 
and handshake.” He’s now 
paying $1,700 a month 
with a business model built 
around curbside delivery 
for patrons. Little said he 
has already taken on more 
space and is considering 
adding even more. 

He started with just two 
workers — himself and a 
dishwasher. A year later, he 
now employs six. 

The incubator space 
also is occupied by, among 
others, the Hartford Plant 
Co., a grower of micro- 
greens; and Bloom Bake 
Shop, a bakery that soon 
plans to move to a larger 
storefront downtown later 
this year. 

Friday’s upbeat mood 
for the tour was years in 
the making, however. The 
Swift factory — its gold-leaf- 
ing business once of national 
renown — closed in 2005 
and was donated in 2010 
to Community Solutions, 
a high-profile nonprofit 
dedicated to strengthening 
neighborhoods. 

Construction didn’t start 
for eight years as Commu- 
nity Solutions built bridges 
with area residents skepti- 
cal that the redevelopment 
would help reverse decades 
of deterioration and disin- 
vestment in the neighbor- 
hood. 


There were other 


Colangelo 
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paid more than their bosses. 

Former U.S. Attorney 
Stanley A. Twardy Jr., who 
wrote the report after a 
six-week investigation, 
bluntly questioned whether 
Colangelo was credible 
in his account of how he 
happened to meet Anas- 
tasia Diamantis at a social 
event, how he immediately 
offered her a job and how 
she came to be hired. Other 
witnesses questioned by 


Chef Walter Little takes orders for his thriving business Friday inside the Swift Factory. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 
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setbacks along the way, 
including Bear’s Smoke- 
house pulling out as an 
anchor tenant. 

The nonprofit also had to 
find the right tenants and 


Twardy disputed Colange- 
lo’s account. 

“Based on the available 
evidence, we do not find 
credible the largely consis- 
tent accounts of Mr. Colan- 
gelo, Anastasia, and Mr. 
Diamantis concerning how 
Mr. Colangelo and Anas- 
tasia first met. Our conclu- 
sion that those individuals 
lack credibility concerning 
the straightforward ques- 
tion of how Mr. Colangelo 
and Anastasia first met casts 
doubt on the integrity of the 
circumstances surrounding 
Anastasia’s hiring with the 


sign leases to secure a patch- 
work of federal, state and 
local funding. A big boost 
came when the neighbor- 
hood became part of Hart- 
ford’s “Promise Zone.” 


Division,” the report says. 
Just minutes before 
releasing the highly critical 
and much anticipated report 
on Colangelo on Wednes- 
day, the Lamont adminis- 
tration acknowledged that 
the U.S. Attorney’s office had 
empaneled a grand jury to 
investigate two major state 
spending programs formerly 
under Diamantis’ control — 
a state pier refurbishment 
in New London and the 
state program that finances 
school construction. The 
timing of the disclosure of 
the grand jury investigation 





Rosanne Haggerty, a West 
Hartford native and presi- 
dent of Community Solu- 
tions, said Friday after the 
tour that there must be a 
better way “than slogging 


left it overwhelmed by the 
report about Colangelo. 

At the time Colangelo 
hired Anastasia Diaman- 
tis, she had a part-time 
job with a construction 
consultant that worked on 
multi-million dollar school 
construction projects largely 
financed by the state with 
her father’s approval. 

Lamont let Diamantis go 
in late October, days after 
learning of the grand jury 
investigation. He hired 
Twardy to investigate the 
hiring by Colangelo of Anas- 
tasia Diamantis on Dec. 15. 


it out for eight years with 
many different funding 
sources.” 

Haggerty credited the 
neighborhood with the 
initial vision for Swift as a 
place that could provide a 
platform for creating jobs 
for local residents. 

Workforce development 
will be a key component 
of the library branch. The 
branch will replace one on 
nearby Barbour Street and 
be more than seven times 
larger, at 15,000 square feet. 

“With some imagination, 
a building that has served 
one purpose for over 100 
years could still become the 
economic anchor,” Haggerty 
said. “But it wasn’t going to 
be the sole employer model 
anymore, the economy 
has shifted. The building 
has just surfaced so much 
entrepreneurial energy that 
existed in the community.” 

Both Blumenthal and 
Murphy praised the rede- 
velopment of the factory 
and its potential to inspire 


Lamont demanded Colan- 
gelo’s dismissal in uncharac- 
teristically strident language 
a day after making Twardy’s 
report public. 

“When it comes to [Rich- 
ard| Colangelo, I don’t hire 
him,” Lamont said at a press 
event. “I don’t fire him. But 
if I did he’d be gone.” 

“T have zero tolerance for 
this type of ethical malfea- 
sance,” the governor said. 
“T’m appalled and outraged 
at the breach of public faith. 
I want to hear from them 
(commissioners) exactly 
what we're doing hiring and 





similar future projects. They 
pledged to keep seeking 
federal funding to support 
the effort. 

“This is tremendously 
impressive,” Murphy said 
after the tour. “We’re excited 
to help find federal funding. 
It obviously couldn’t happen 
without federal funding, but 
it really couldn’t happen 
without all of you.” 

Neighborhood leaders 
who attended Friday’s tour 
endorsed the project as 
having the potential to spark 
further transformation in 
the neighborhood. 

“This is the anchor, this is 
just the beginning,” Helen 
Nixon, co-chair of the 
Northeast Neighborhood 
neighborhood revitaliza- 
tion zone, said. “I am looking 
forward to everything that’s 
happening here to be spread 
out all over, especially the 
Northeast neighborhood.” 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 


holding people accountable.” 

Supreme Court Justice 
Andrew McDonald, chair- 
man of the Criminal Justice 
Commission, declined to 
discuss Colangelo’s future 
Friday. But a day earlier, he 
suggested Colangelo should go. 

“The findings in the 
report are quite startling 
and raise profoundly serious 
questions about whether the 
Chief State’s Attorney can 
continue to discharge the 
duties of the constitutional 
office,” said McDonald, who 
voted to appoint Colangelo 
two years ago. 
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US adds 467K jobs despite omicron 


Surprising growth 
posted after slight 
gain was expected 
By Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Ina 
surprising burst of hiring, 
America’s employers added 
a robust 467,000 jobs last 
month, a sign of the econ- 
omy’s resilience in the face 
of a wave of omicron infec- 
tions. 

The government’s report 
Friday also drastically 
revised up its estimate of 
job gains for November and 
December by a combined 
709,000. It also said the 
unemployment rate ticked 
up from 3.9% to a still-low 
4%, mainly because more 
people began looking for 
work and not all of them 
found jobs right away. 

The strong hiring growth 
for January, which defied 
expectations for only a 
slight gain, demonstrated 
the eagerness of many 
employers to hire even as 
the pandemic raged. Busi- 
nesses appear to have 
regarded the omicron wave 
as having, at most, a tempo- 
rary impact on the economy 
and remain confident about 
their longer-term prospects. 

“Employers have assumed 
that omicron would be pain- 
ful but short-term, so they 
haven’t changed their hiring 
plans,” said Mathieu Steven- 
son, the CEO of Snagajob, a 
job listings site. “Demand 
from employers is as strong 
as ever.” 

January’s hiring gain and 
sharp upward revisions 
to previous months mean 
that the United States has 
1.1 million more jobs than 
government data had indi- 
cated only a month ago. 
The solid hiring, along 
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A sign for a pub seeking workers is seen in the West Hollywood section of Los Angeles. MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP 2021 


with steady wage gains, are 
boosting consumer spend- 
ing, which has collided 
with snarled supply chains 
to accelerate inflation to a 
four-decade high. 
Adjusted for price 
increases, Americans’ 
paychecks on average don’t 
go as far as they did a year 
ago, even though many 
workers have received 
raises. Many households, 
especially lower-income 
families, are struggling to 
afford necessities like gas, 
food, rent and child care. 
Across the economy, most 
industries hired workers last 
month, including retailers, 
which added more than 
61,000 jobs, and restaurants 


and hotels, which gained 
131,000. Shipping and ware- 
housing firms added 54,000. 
Many companies in those 
industries likely held onto 
some of the workers they 
had hired over the winter 
holidays, economists said, 
rather than laying them all 
off. 

Omicron did leave some 
fingerprints on the report: 
The percentage of Amer- 
icans who were working 
from home rose to more 
than 15%, up from 11% in 
December. And the number 
of people out sick last month 
soared to 3.6 million, up 
from fewer than 2 million 
in the previous January 
and about triple the pre- 


Proposed COVID-19 panel 
draws bipartisan backing 


Commission would 
be similar to the one 
that looked into 9/11 


By Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — A 
broad and bipartisan group 
of senators is coalescing 
around legislation to create 
a high-level independent 
commission, modeled after 
the one that examined the 
Sept. 11 attacks, with broad 
powers to investigate the 
origins of the coronavirus 
pandemic and the response 
across the Trump and Biden 
administrations. 

Under a plan proposed 
by the top Democrat and 
Republican on the Senate 
Health Committee — Sens. 
Patty Murray of Washington 
and Richard Burr of North 
Carolina, respectively — a 
12-member panel would 
have subpoena power to 
“set a full accounting of 
what went wrong during 
this pandemic,” Murray said, 
and make recommendations 
for the future. 

The legislation, being 
circulated as a draft, is still 
in its early stages; Murray 
said she hopes to get feed- 
back from colleagues 
within a month, followed 
by a hearing and a markup. 
In this highly polarized 


environment, she and Burr 
acknowledged that politics 
could derail it. 

But in interviews this 
week, more than a dozen 
senators from both parties 
embraced the idea, and 
none raised any substantive 
objections. More than halfa 
dozen senators have similar 
proposals of their own that 
have produced some strange 
partnerships. 

“T’m all for it,’ declared 
Sen. Roger Marshall, 
R-Kan., a medical doctor 
who is working with Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-NY., 
and others on a similar bill. 
“As a doctor, ifa patient dies 
and we don’t know why, we 
do an autopsy. In the mili- 
tary, when we have a major 
event we go back and figure 
out what we did right and 
what we did wrong.” 

The favorable recep- 
tion from members of both 
parties is rare in a divided 
Capitol, and marks a signif- 
icant turnabout. Bills intro- 
duced last year in both the 
House and the Senate, 
including one by Sens. 
Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
and Bob Menendez, D-N.J., 
have stalled, in part because 
Republicans feared they 
would target President 
Donald Trump’s early fail- 
ures. 

But now President Joe 
Biden has been in office long 


enough to have had failures 
of his own. And by explicitly 
stating that the origin of the 
pandemic must be investi- 
gated, the Murray-Burr bill 
appeals both to Republicans, 
some of whom theorize the 
virus emerged from a lab 
leak in China, and Demo- 
crats who want to put that 
theory to rest. 

The Murray-Burr bill is 
carefully drafted to avoid 
partisan divisions. The 
panel would be made up of 
12 “highly qualified citizens” 
— preferably, but not neces- 
sarily, nonpartisan subject 
matter experts in relevant 
fields like public health, 
manufacturing of medi- 
cal products, supply chain 
issues and national security. 
They may not be govern- 
ment employees. 

Democrats and Repub- 
licans in Congress would 
each appoint half the 
members, who would name 
their own chairman and 
vice chairman. The White 
House would not make any 
appointments. The panel 
would hold hearings and 
take testimony, as the Sept. 
11 panel did, and would be 
expected to produce a report 
within a year, with a possible 
six-month extension. 

The proposal is part of 
a broader measure, the 
Prepare for and Respond to 
Existing Viruses, Emerging 


pandemic level. This forced 
many companies, from 
restaurants to retailers to 
manufacturers, to reduce 
their hours or close because 
of staff shortages. 

Among the workers who 
were out sick was Perla 
Hernandez, whose entire 
family of eight contracted 
COVID-19 last month. 
Hernandez and her husband 
and 20-year old daughter all 
missed work, a major blow 
to the family’s finances. 

Hernandez, 42, who lives 
in the San Jose, California, 
area, missed six days from 
her job as a Burger King 
cook and janitor. Because 
she has no paid sick leave, 
the paycheck she receives 


every two weeks amounted 
to just $230. 

About one-fifth of U.S. 
workers receive no sick 
pay, and the proportion is 
far higher among lower- 
paid service workers. Only 
33% of workers who are 
at the bottom 10% of the 
pay scale receive paid sick 
leave, compared with 95% 
of employees in the top 10%. 

“Thank God that we 
already had paid the rent for 
January,” she said through 
an interpreter. 

Hernandez said she earns 
$15.45 an hour, after having 
received a 45-cent raise six 
months ago. But she and 
her colleagues, including 
managers, have been work- 


ing especially long hours 
because the restaurant has 
had difficulty hiring. 

Daniel Zhao, senior econ- 
omist at the employment 
website Glassdoor, said the 
healthy hiring — not only for 
January but also for Novem- 
ber and December — is a 
sign that last month’s gains 
weren’t merely a blip. 

“This is an actual trend, 
and job growth was faster 
than we realized,” Zhao said. 

A greater proportion of 
Americans are also now 
working or looking for 
work, the report showed, 
a trend that makes it easier 
for companies to find work- 
ers. It suggests that concerns 
about long-term labor short- 
ages may have been over- 
blown, at least in some 
industries. 

Grady Cope, the CEO 
of Reata Engineering and 
Machine Works, said nine 
of his 43 staffers were out 
sick last month — the most 
he can remember in nearly 
30 years of running the 
company. 

But Cope’s company, 
which makes parts for 
airplane and medical device 
manufacturers, also has 
the biggest order backlog 
it’s ever had. He wants to 
add at least eight employ- 
ees, including machinists, 
assemblers and engineers. 
Last month, he raised pay 
18%, far more than the 
usual 3%-4% increases. 
His company is based near 
Denver, where rents and 
other costs are rising fast. 

Still, Cope has been 
increasing his own prices 
to offset his workers’ higher 
pay. The competition for 
workers, he said, is the 
toughest he’s ever seen. In 
October, four of his workers 
quit. Only one gave notice. 

“That’s never happened in 
28 years,” he said. 





Sens. Richard Burr of North Carolina, left, and Patty Murray of Washington, have proposed 
legislation to create a COVID-19 commission. STEFANI REYNOLDS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2021 


New Threats and Pandem- 
ics Act — or PREVENT 
Pandemics Act. It would 
require certain changes 
even before an inquiry 
has concluded, includ- 
ing making the director 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention a 
Senate-confirmed position 
instead of serving at the will 
of the president. 

The Biden White House 
has been noncommittal. 
Jeffrey Zients, Biden’s coro- 
navirus response coordina- 
tor, said this week that the 
administration was focused 
on the current crisis, but 


“over time we do look 
forward to engaging with 
Congress and reviewing 
lessons learned.” 

But Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
Biden’s top medical adviser 
for the pandemic, said it was 
important to investigate the 
origins of the pandemic. He 
said it took years after the 
coronavirus that caused 
SARS emerged in 2002 to 
determine that it had almost 
certainly jumped from bats 
or civets to humans at a wet 
market in China. That led 
to greater regulation of wet 
markets, he said. 

The 9/11 Commission, 


Pence: Trump ‘wrong’ to say election could be overturned 


By Jill Colvin 


Associated Press 


Former Vice President 
Mike Pence on Friday 
directly rebutted Donald 
Trump’s false claims that 
Pence somehow could have 
overturned the results of the 
2020 election, saying that 
the former president was 
simply “wrong.” 

In aspeech to the conser- 
vative Federalist Society in 
Florida, Pence addressed 
Trump’s intensifying efforts 
this week to advance the 


false narrative that he could 
have done something to 
prevent President Joe Biden 
from taking office. 

“President Trump is 
wrong,” Pence said. “I had 
no right to overturn the elec- 
tion.” 

While Pence in the past 
has defended his actions on 
Jan. 6, 2021, and said that 
he and Trump will likely 
never see “eye to eye” on 
what happened that day, 
the remarks Friday marked 
his most forceful rebuttal of 
Trump to date. 


In a statement Tuesday, 
Trump said the committee 
investigating the attack on 
the Capitol should instead 
probe “why Mike Pence did 
not send back the votes for 
recertification or approval.” 
And on Sunday, he blasted 
Pence, falsely declaring that 
“he could have overturned 
the Election!” 

Vice presidents play 
only a ceremonial role in 
the counting of Electoral 
College votes. 

On the day of the deadly 
riot, Pence was presiding 


over the joint session of 
Congress to certify the pres- 
idential election. A mob of 
Trump’s supporters then 
violently smashed inside the 
building, assaulting police 
officers and searching for 
lawmakers. Pence, who had 
released a statement earlier 
that day to make clear he 
had no authority to over- 
turn the will of the voters, 
was rushed to safety as some 
rioters chanted “Hang Mike 
Pence!” 

Pence told the group 
Friday that “the only role of 


Congress with respect to the 
Electoral College is to open 
and count votes submitted 
and certified by the states. 
No more, no less.” 

“Frankly there is no idea 
more un-American than the 
notion that any one person 
could choose the Ameri- 
can president,” he added. 
“Under the Constitution, I 
had no right to change the 
outcome of our election. 
And Kamala Harris will 
have no right to overturn the 
election when we beat them 
in 2024.” 


signed into law at the end 
of 2002 by an initially reluc- 
tant President George W. 
Bush, was an independent, 
bipartisan panel that spent 
a year and a half investigat- 
ing the attacks and the coun- 
try’s preparedness for them, 
holding public hearings in 
what amounted to a national 
reckoning. 

It produced an extensive 
report in book form — both 
a detailed analysis and a 
gripping narrative that was 
a surprise bestseller and 
changed Americans’ under- 
standing of the attacks, 
which killed nearly 3,000. 





Mike Pence pushed back 
against ex-President Donald 
Trump on Friday. MANUEL 
BALCE CENETA/AP 2021 
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Pentagon says deadly 
Afghan airport attack 
was not preventable 


From news services 


WASHINGTON — The 
military investigation into 
the deadly attack during 
the Afghanistan evacuation 
has concluded that a suicide 
bomber, carrying 20 pounds 
of explosives packed with 
ball bearings, acted alone, 
and that the deaths of more 
than 170 Afghans and 13 U.S. 
service members were not 
preventable. 

The blast on Aug. 26 at 
Abbey Gate at the Kabul 
airport killed 11 U.S. Marines, 
a sailor and a soldier, who 
were screening the thou- 
sands of Afghans frantically 
trying to get onto one of the 
crowded flights leaving the 
country after the Taliban 
takeover. The Islamic State 
group claimed responsibility 
for the attack. 

At the Pentagon on Friday, 
military officials laid out a 
graphic minute-by-minute 
account of the bombing. 
The bottom line, they said, 
was that those who died had 
wounds that were “so cata- 
strophic” that they couldn’t 
be overcome. And they said 
that earlier thoughts that it 
was acomplex attack involv- 
ing gunfire turned out to be 
unfounded. 

“A single, explosive 
device killed at least 170 
Afghan civilians and 13 US. 
servicemembers by explo- 
sively directing ball bearings 
through a packed crowd and 
into our men and women,” 
said Gen. Frank McKen- 
zie, head of U.S. Central 
Command. “The disturb- 
ing lethality of this device 
was confirmed by the 58 
U.S. servicemembers who 
were killed and wounded 
despite the universal wear 
of body armor and helmets 
that did stop ball bearings 
that impacted them, but 
could not prevent cata- 
strophic injuries to areas not 
covered.” 

Investigators said the 
bomber likely got near the 


4 


gate by bypassing Taliban 
and other security check- 
points. They said it appears 
the Taliban didn’t know of 
the attack, that security 
precautions were being 
taken and that intelligence 
about potential threats that 
was circulating that day was 
not specific. 

“Based upon our inves- 
tigation, at the tactical 
level this was not prevent- 
able?’ said Brig. Gen. Lance 
Curtis, who led the investi- 
gation. He added that mili- 
tary leaders on the ground 
in Kabul followed proper 
security measures, at times 
closing the gate or pausing 
the processing of evacuees. 

Friday’s briefing lasted 
over an hour and resembled 
the detailed explanations 
military officials gave to the 
families of the troops killed 
that day. It included videos 
of the chaos at the gate at the 
time of the bombing. 

Overall the U.S.-led 
coalition evacuated about 
126,000 people in about 
three weeks, and the USS. 
left Afghanistan at about 
midnight on Aug. 30. 


Ahmaud Arbery trial: The 
man convicted of murder for 
shooting Ahmaud Arbery 
withdrew his guilty plea on 
a federal hate crime charge 
Friday, electing to stand 
trial for a second time in the 
2020 killing of a Black man 
in Georgia that became part 
of a larger national reckon- 
ing over racial injustice. 

Travis McMichael 
reversed his plan to plead 
guilty in the federal case 
days after a U.S. District 
Court judge rejected terms 
of a plea deal between 
defense attorneys and pros- 
ecutors that was met with 
passionate objections by 
Arbery’s parents. 

Asked by U.S. District 
Judge Lisa Godbey Wood 
for his decision, McMichael 
said: “I withdraw the plea.” 

That means all three 
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Tibet protest: Exiled Tibetans march toward the Chinese Embassy on Friday in India’s capital city of New Delhi to protest the 
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Winter Games now underway in Beijing. Many Tibetans have been living in exile in India since their spiritual leader fled Tibet after 
a failed uprising in 1959. China, in turn, accuses the Dalai Lama of trying to separate Tibet from China. ALTAF QADRI/AP 


white men convicted of 
Arbery’s murder will return 
to court for the federal 
trial next week, after plea 
deals for McMichael and 
his father fell apart. Greg 
McMichael backed down 
froma plan to plead guilty in 
a legal filing late Thursday. 

Wood has scheduled jury 
selection in the hate crimes 
trial to begin Monday. 

The McMichaels and a 
neighbor, William “Roddie” 
Bryan, were convicted of 
murder in state court last 
fall and sentenced to life in 
prison. 


Dutch bridge spat: A $500 
million yacht reportedly 
being built for Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos faces a 
delivery problem: It may 
require dismantling a 
historic bridge in Rotterdam 
that is blocking its passage 
to the sea. 

Reports this week that 
the Dutch city had already 
agreed to take apart the 
recently renovated Koning- 
shaven Bridge sparked 
anger. On Facebook, locals 


are proposing to pelt the 
yacht with rotten eggs when 
it passes through. 

However, aspokeswoman 
for Mayor Ahmed Abouta- 
leb said Friday that while a 
shipbuilder has requested 
temporarily taking apart 
the bridge this summer, no 
permit has yet been sought 
or granted. 


Celebrity lawyer convicted: 
Michael Avenatti was 
convicted Friday of charges 
he cheated porn actor 
Stormy Daniels out of nearly 
$300,000 she was to get for 
writing a book about an 
alleged tryst with former 
President Donald Trump. 

Avenatti, who acted as his 
own lawyer, stared straight 
ahead as the verdict was 
read. 

US. District Judge Jesse 
Furman ordered Avenatti to 
surrender Monday to U.S. 
marshals in California. 

Avenatti has delayed 
serving a 2 4-year prison 
sentence for his 2020 
conviction in an extortion 
case while waiting for the 


Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping met Friday in Beijing, China, 
site of the Winter Games. ALEXEI DRUZHININ, SPUTNIK/KREMLIN POOL PHOTO 


Putin, Xi push back against 
US in pre-Olympic summit 


By Ken Moritsugu 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — The leaders 
of Russia and China pushed 
back against U.S. pressure 
on Friday, declaring their 
opposition to any expansion 
of NATO and affirming that 
the island of Taiwan is a part 
of China, as they met hours 
before the Winter Olympics 
kicked off in Beijing. 

Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
and China’s Xi Jinping 
issued a joint statement 
highlighting what they 
called “interference in the 
internal affairs” of other 
states, as both leaders face 
criticism from Washing- 
ton over their foreign and 
domestic policies. 

“Some forces represent- 
ing a minority on the world 
stage continue to advo- 
cate unilateral approaches 
to resolving international 
problems and resort to 
military policy,” it read, in 
a thinly veiled reference to 
the U.S. and its allies. 

The two leaders are look- 
ing to project themselves 
as a counterweight to the 
U.S.-led bloc, as China 
shows growing support 
for Moscow in its dispute 
with Ukraine that threat- 
ens to break out into armed 


conflict. 

China and Russia are 
committed to “deepen- 
ing back-to-back strategic 
cooperation,” Xi said to 
Putin, according to the ofh- 
cial Xinhua News Agency. 

Faced with a “complex 
and evolving international 
situation,” the two sides 
“strongly support each 
other” in confronting what 
Xi called “regional security 
threats” and “international 
strategic stability,” without 
directly naming the U.S. 

Putin is the highest- 
profile guest at the Beijing 
Games following the deci- 
sion by the U.S., Britain and 
others not to send officials 
in protest of China’s human 
rights abuses and its treat- 
ment of Uyghurs and other 
Muslim minorities. 

Putin praised “unprec- 
edented” close relations 
with Beijing, in his open- 
ing remarks to Xi carried 
by Russian television, and 
highlighted the nations’ 
close economic ties. Russia 
has long been a key supplier 
of oil, gas and coal for 
China’s economy, now the 
world’s second largest. 

China’s state-run news 
agency reported the two 
leaders met at the Diaoy- 
utai State Guesthouse, but 


gave few additional details. 

Putin also recalled his 
presence in Beijing for 
the 2008 Summer Olym- 
pics, and the Chinese 
delegation’s attendance 
at Russia’s 2014 Winter 
Games in Sochi, calling 
such exchanges “to a certain 
extent a tradition.” 

A buildup of over 100,000 
Russian troops near 
Ukraine has fueled West- 
ern fears that Moscow is 
set to invade its neighbor. 
Russia has denied planning 
an offensive but urged the 
US. and its allies to pledge 
that NATO won’t expand to 
Ukraine and other ex-Soviet 
nations or deploy weap- 
ons there, and roll back its 
forces from Eastern Europe 
— demands rejected by the 
West. 

Putin and Xi accused 
NATO and the U.S.’s 
Indo-Pacific strategy of 
building closer military ties 
with other Asian countries 
as destabilizing and threat- 
ening regional security. 

“The parties oppose 
the further expansion of 
NATO, (and) call on the 
North Atlantic Alliance 
to abandon the ideologi- 
cal approaches of the Cold 
War,” the joint statement 
said. 


book proceeds trial and the 
retrial of a fraud case ina 
California federal court. 

Sentencing was set for 
May 24. 


Laser strikes surge: Pilots 
reported a record 9,723 inci- 
dents of lasers aimed at their 
aircraft last year, a 41% jump 
over the year before. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration released the 
figures Friday, just a week 
after four airline flights were 
hit by a laser near Seattle-Ta- 
coma International Airport. 
All four planes landed safely. 

The FAA said it handed 
out $120,000 in fines for 
laser strikes in 2021. Fines 
can range up to $11,000 
for one incident and up to 
$30,800 for multiple viola- 
tions, and violators can face 
federal criminal charges. 

The FAA said pilots have 
reported 244 injuries from 
laser strikes since the agency 
began keeping figures in 
2010. 

The number of laser inci- 
dents topped 1,000 in 2009 
and has been rising most 


years ever since. 


Canada COVID-19 protest: 
Ontario’s Conservative 
premier called Friday for 
demonstrators to end of the 
“occupation” of Ottawa and 
police are sending 150 off- 
cers to the parts of the city 
most affected by the ongo- 
ing protest against COVID- 
19 mandates. 

Police expect the protest 
to ramp up this weekend. 
Similar protests are also 
planned in Toronto and 
Quebec City. 

“It’s not a protest 
anymore. It’s become 
an occupation,” Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford said. 
“Tt’s time for this to come to 
an end.” 

Thousands of protest- 
ers railing against vaccine 
mandates and other COVID- 
19 restrictions descended 
on the capital last weekend. 
An estimated 250 remain, 
but Ottawa deputy police 
chief Steve Bell said 300 to 
400 more trucks and over 
1,000 protesters on foot are 
expected this weekend. 


Parents: Son ‘executed’ by cops 
on no-knock warrant in Minn. 


By Steve Karnowski 
and Amy Forliti 


Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS — The 
parents of Amir Locke and 
their attorneys said Friday 
that the 22-year-old Black 
man was “executed” by a 
Minneapolis SWAT team 
that woke him from a deep 
sleep, and that he reached in 
confusion for a legal firearm 
to protect himself. 

Locke’s parents, Andre 
Locke and Karen Wells, 
described him as respectful, 
including to police, and said 
some of their relatives work 
in law enforcement. Wells 
said the couple coached 
their son on how to act and 
do “what they needed to do 
whenever they encountered 
police officers” because of 
the danger to “unarmed 
Black males.” 

“My son was executed on 
2/2 of 22,” Wells said. “And 
now his dreams have been 
destroyed.” 

The parents spoke at 
a news conference orga- 
nized by civil rights attor- 
ney Ben Crump, who said 
Locke’s family was “just 
flabbergasted at the fact that 
Amir was killed in this way” 
and disgusted at how the 
Wednesday morning raid 
was conducted. They said 
he was law-abiding, with no 
criminal record, and had a 
permit to carry a gun. 

“They didn’t even give 
him a chance,” Crump said, 
adding that it was shock- 
ing that Minneapolis police 
had not learned from the 
death of Breonna Taylor, 
who was killed in a botched 
raid at her home in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, in 2020, 
leading to calls for an end to 
no-knock warrants nation- 
wide. 

Police said Locke pointed 
a loaded gun “in the direc- 
tion of officers.” An inci- 
dent report said he had two 
wounds in the chest and one 
in the right wrist. 

The killing prompted 
outrage in Minneapolis, 
where prominent activists 
confronted the mayor and 
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Police at the scene Wednesday where Amir Locke was 
killed while holding a gun after officers raided a Minneapolis 
apartment. RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII/STAR TRIBUNE 


interim police chief at a 
news conference Thursday. 

Body camera video 
released by police Thursday 
evening shows the footage 
in slow motion and at regu- 
lar speed. It shows an off- 
cer using a key to unlock 
the door and enter, followed 
by at least four officers in 
uniform and protective 
vests, time-stamped at 6:48 
a.m. After they open the 
door, they repeatedly shout, 
“Police, search warrant!” 
They also shout “Hands!” 
and “Get on the ground!” 
The video shows an officer 
kick a sectional sofa, and 
Locke, who was wrapped 
in a comforter on the sofa, 
begins to move, holding 
a pistol. Three shots are 
heard, and the video ends. 

The city also released a 
still from the video showing 
Locke holding the gun, his 
trigger finger along the side 
of the barrel. Otherwise, all 
that can be seen of Locke is 
the top of his head. 

Hennepin County Attor- 
ney Mike Freeman said he 
asked Minnesota Attor- 
ney General Keith Ellison 
to help review the case for 
possible charges. Ellison’s 
office led prosecutions of 
former Minneapolis Police 
Officer Derek Chauvin in 
George Floyd’s killing and 
of former Brooklyn Center 
Officer Kim Potter in the 
shooting of Black motorist 
Daunte Wright. 


Interim Police Chief 
Amelia Huffman said 
during a news conference 
Thursday that Locke wasn’t 
named in the warrants. She 
said it wasn’t clear how 
or whether Locke was 
connected to a homicide 
investigation in St. Paul. 

The search warrants 
that led the SWAT team to 
enter the apartment early 
Wednesday were still not 
public as of Friday morn- 
ing. But a search warrant 
filed by state agents inves- 
tigating the shooting was 
provided. It said the initial 
search warrants “were 
being executed for a homi- 
cide suspect who was 
apparently located” at the 
building where the shooting 
took place. 

Huffman said the officer, 
Mark Hanneman, was ina 
difficult position. 

“The still shot shows the 
image of the firearm in the 
subject’s hands, at the best 
possible moment when the 
lighting was fully on him. 
That’s the moment when 
the officer had to make a 
split-second decision to 
assess the circumstances 
and to determine whether 
he felt like there was an 
articulable threat, that the 
threat was of imminent 
harm, great bodily harm or 
death, and that he needed 
to take action right then 
to protect himself and his 
partners,” she said. 
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House OKs bill boosting 
domestic chip production 


Democrats believe legislation puts US in better position to compete with China 


By Kevin Freking 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Democrats muscled 
through legislation in the House on Friday 
that they say positions the United States to 
better compete with China economically 
and on the global stage by strengthening 
the domestic semiconductor industry and 
shoring up strained supply chains. 

The bill passed by a vote of 222-210. It 
marks an important step for a top Biden 
administration priority, but the legislation 
is likely to be extensively revised as nego- 
tiators reconcile differences with what the 
Senate passed about eight months ago. 

Criticizing China has become a biparti- 
san playbook in Washington. Republicans 
panned the measure as “toothless” and 
short of what is needed to hold the country 
accountable for a range of economic and 
human rights actions. 

The nearly 3,000-page bill, not count- 
ing scores of amendments added this week, 
includes massive investments designed to 
boost semiconductor manufacturing in the 


US. The big-ticket items include about $52 
billion in grants and subsidies to help the 
semiconductor industry and $45 billion 
to strengthen supply chains for high-tech 
products. 

But Democrats also tucked in other 
priorities that have raised GOP concerns 
about the bill’s cost and scope. Rep. Adam 
Kinzinger of Illinois was the only Repub- 
lican to vote for the measure, while Rep. 
Stephanie Murphy of Florida was the only 
Democrat to vote against it. 

The bill includes $8 billion for a fund 
that helps developing countries adjust to 
climate change; $3 billion for facilities to 
make the U.S. less reliant on Chinese solar 
components; $4 billion to help communi- 
ties with significantly higher unemploy- 
ment than the national average; and $10.5 
billion for states to stockpile drugs and 
medical equipment. 

Democrats were in a celebratory mood 
prior to the vote after the latest jobs report 
showed employers added 467,000 jobs in 
January. They said the legislation would 
lead to more good news on that front. 
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“The bill we’re talking about today is a 
jobs bill, a jobs bill for manufacturing in 
America, for making it in America,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said. 

The bill gives Democrats a chance to 
address voter concerns about the economy 
at atime when ashortage of computer chips 
has led to higher prices for automobiles, 
electronics and medical devices. To show 
his administration is addressing inflation 
concerns, President Joe Biden highlighted 
the vote at a White House event Friday and 
reminded Americans of Intel’s announce- 
ment two weeks ago that it would be build- 
ing two computer chip production plants 
in Ohio. 

Republicans, who for months have 
hammered Democrats over rising infla- 
tion, say the bill has little to do with winning 
the economic competition with China and 
wastes taxpayer dollars on environmental 
initiatives and other unnecessary programs. 

“This bill is actually just a long list of 
progressive dream policies that have 
nothing to do with China at all?’ said Rep. 
Michelle Fischbach, R-Minn. 


Darin Mays, a former health care software executive, now sells his woodwork on the e-commerce site Etsy. PATRICK MCCUTCHAN/MSPEXCITE 


Start-up boom going strong 


Pandemic opens up chances 
for would-be entrepreneurs 
to try and make it on own 


By Mae Anderson 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The number of Ameri- 
cans looking to start their own business is 
on the rise, as the coronavirus pandemic 
creates opportunities for some would-be 
entrepreneurs. 

There were 5.4 million applications for 
business tax identification numbers filed 
in 2021, according to the Census Bureau, 
surpassing the previous peak in 2020 of 4.4 
million. In 2019, pre-pandemic, there were 
3.5 million new business applications. The 
applications don’t necessarily mean busi- 
nesses were launched, but the numbers do 
show that people were considering starting 
companies despite the virus’s impact on the 
economy. 

Darin Mays of Minneapolis had been a 
health care software executive for 15 years 
when the pandemic came and the proj- 
ect he was working on ended. Mays could 
have accepted a different assignment but 
decided to leave instead. 

While living on his severance package, 
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he made a table that encircles a patio heater 
for a neighbor, who soon hosted a cook- 
out. “Everyone said this table is great, you 
should throw it on Etsy.” He did and sold his 
first one about a week later. 

Mays, 38, has a patent pending for his 
table designs, and he also sells other wood- 
work at his Etsy store, Urban Wing Co. The 
shop took in six figures in revenue in 2021, 
he said, and he’s thinking about expanding. 

“The pandemic, as much as it’s been 
awful, has been an opportunity for inno- 
vation,” he said. 

For Kelly Van Arsdale, 32, a pandemic- 
related relocation and a fortuitous stroll 
past a well-located storefront were keys to 
starting his business. 

Van Arsdale was a freelance web devel- 
oper in San Francisco when the pandemic 
hit. He and his wife decided to move to 
Seattle in August 2020, where they could 
afford more space and be closer to his 
parents. 

During his time in San Francisco, Van 
Arsdale and his brother had been making 
chocolate in their garage and giving bars 
to friends and family. While walking in his 
North Seattle neighborhood last April, he 
happened upon an unoccupied storefront 
that had room for chocolate production. He 
leased the space, built it out and founded 


Spinnaker Chocolate in October. 

His neighbors were early customers. But 
reaching a broader clientele online has been 
harder. 

“The pandemic pushed a ton of busi- 
nesses online, and it’s now more expensive 
than ever torun any amount of advertising,” 
he said. “Overall, the hardest challenge has 
been spreading awareness of our brand.” 

Elyssa Heller worked in the food and 
beverage business for 10 years, and was 
working for a vegan snack company at the 
start of the pandemic, but wanted to try 
out her own concept focused on Jewish 
comfort food. 

Heller, 32, initially had success with a 
bagel pop-up at the popular pizzeria Paulie 
Gee’s in Brooklyn in 2020. The pop-up 
concept blossomed in many states as the 
pandemic either forced limited seating or 
closed dining rooms altogether. 

She eventually opened a sandwich 
counter in March 2021, and a restaurant, 
Edith’s Eatery & Grocery, in January. 

“The New York dining scene was always 
very exclusive,” she said. Before the 
pandemic, “there weren’t vacancies and 
affordable rent options. Someone like me 
that didn’t have a name in the restaurant 
space normally wouldn’t have access to the 
talent I was able to hire.” 


Surprising jobs report provides talking point 


By Jeanna Smialek 
The New York Times 


January’s surprisingly strong job gains 
and wage growth handed the White House 
a win to talk about at a moment when 
consumers are unsure about the economy, 
and will likely make it easier for the Federal 
Reserve to explain why it is poised to raise 
interest rates. 

But those big numbers could also stoke 
fears that economic policymakers have 
an even more urgent inflation problem on 
their hands, and will fuel Wall Street spec- 
ulation that the Fed could go bigger and 
faster in removing its economic help in a 
bid to choke off price pressures. 


Employers added 467,000 jobs instead 
of the lackluster 125,000 analysts had 
expected amid the virus surge. Unemploy- 
ment ticked up, but wage growth came 
in very strong — average hourly earnings 
were 5.7% higher than a year earlier, a full 
percentage point faster than economists 
had expected. 

President Joe Biden and his advisers are 
pointing to the strong data as evidence that 
his administration’s economic policies are 
working. Pay gains are robust, workers are 
finding opportunities and labor has power 
in today’s job market. Revisions to last 
year’s job numbers showed that progress 
was even faster than previously reported. 

But the fact that wages are surging so 


quickly could also increase fears that 
companies will lift prices to cover their 
rising labor costs, exacerbating inflation. 

That is likely to turn all eyes toward the 
Fed. Chairman Jerome Powell and his 
colleagues are poised to raise interest rates 
for the first time since 2018 at their next 
meeting in March, a move meant to cool off 
the economy as inflation runs at its fastest 
pace in nearly 40 years. 

Officials had expected to find themselves 
in the uncomfortable position of making 
that move, and signaling what comes next, 
at a time when the latest job market data 
looked a little bleak. Instead, they will be 
doing it ata moment when both price gains 
and wage growth appear heady. 


‘Trump-era 
solar tariffs 
extended, 


modified 


By Matthew Daly 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden 
on Friday extended tariffs imposed by 
former President Donald Trump on most 
solar panels imported from China and 
other countries. But in a nod to his efforts 
to combat climate change and boost clean 
energy, Biden excluded tariffs on some 
panels used in large-scale utility projects. 

Biden said he will continue for four more 
years tariffs imposed by Trump on imported 
solar cells and panels, but he exempted 
so-called bifacial solar panels that can gener- 
ate electricity on both sides and are now 
used in many large solar projects. The tech- 
nology was still emerging when the tariffs 
were first imposed by Trump in 2018. 

“By excluding bifacial panels, we will 
ensure that solar deployment continues at 
the pace and scale needed to meet the pres- 
ident’s ambitious climate and clean energy 
targets and create good jobs at home,’ Biden 
said in a statement. Along with clean-en- 
ergy provisions in his still-stalled “Build 
Back Better” initiative, the actions on solar 
power “will enable us to rebuild a sustain- 
able, competitive and technologically-ad- 
vanced domestic solar industry,’ Biden said. 

Biden also doubled an import quota on 
solar cells — the main components of panels 
that go on rooftops and utility sites — to 5 
gigawatts, allowing a greater number of 
imported cells used by domestic manufac- 
turers. 

The U.S. does not currently produce solar 
cells, and the administration wants to make 
sure domestic suppliers “do not have to pay 
a tariff on a key input for their manufactur- 
ing process,” a senior administration official 
said Friday. 

The cells come from places like Vietnam 
or Malaysia — not China, the official said. 
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EU, US to trade 
mollusks again 


BRUSSELS — The European Union and 
the United States have agreed to resume 
trade in oysters, clams, mussels and scal- 
lops starting at the end of February, settling 
a 10-year trade dispute. 

Trade in live mollusks between the EU 
and the U.S. had stopped in 2011 due toa 
divide in regulatory standards. 

Under the deal announced Friday, two EU 
member countries — Spain and the Nether- 
lands — will be allowed to export mollusks to 
the U.S., while the American states of Massa- 
chusetts and Washington can now trade to 
the EU. 

The EU said that other member countries 
could join the agreement and be allowed to 
export mollusks to the U.S. under a simpli- 
fied authorization procedure. 


Norway's bank 
taps NATO chief 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark — NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg will 
become Norway’s next central bank gover- 
nor, officials said Friday. 

Stoltenberg’s tenure at NATO ends later 
this year. Norway’s government announced 
his appointment at the central bank in a 
statement and said it hopes he can start in 
his new role around Dec. 1. 

The current governor of Norges Bank, 
70-year-old Oystein Olsen, is retiring this 
year after holding the position since Jan. 1, 
2011. 

Stoltenberg, 62, was Norway’s finance 
minister from 1996 to 2000, and prime 
minister from 2000 to 2001 and again from 
2005 until 2013. He became NATO secre- 
tary-general in 2014. 


Jobless rate 


Percent of civilian labor force that is 
unemployed, by month, seasonally adjusted 


January 2022: 4.0% 





JAN. JAN. 
2020 2021 
SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics TNS 
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Texas is one of five states eligible for a large share of funding from the Interior Department to 
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cap abandoned oil and gas wells. Above, a pump jack near Refugio, Texas. ERIC GAY/AP 2021 


Interior OKs more than $1B 
to clean up abandoned wells 


By Drew Costley 


Associated Press 


The Department of Inte- 
rior is spending $1.15 billion 
to cap abandoned oil and 
gas wells across the United 
States. 

There are over 3 million 
abandoned oil and gas wells 
in the U.S., according to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. And Interior off- 
cials say that wells have 
been exposing millions 
of people to air and water 
pollution for decades. 

Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland said in a statement 
this week that the fund- 
ing will help the country 
“confront the legacy pollu- 
tion and long-standing envi- 
ronmental injustices that 
for too long have plagued 
underrepresented commu- 
nities.” 

Much of the funding is 
focused on plugging wells 
in communities of color and 
in rural and tribal commu- 
nities. 

The funds are coming 
from $4.7 billion set aside 
from the bipartisan infra- 


structure bill. Officials hope 
the cleanup effort also will 
result in other positive 
developments. 

“We’re particularly 
excited about these invest- 
ments because they will be 
job creators,” said Winnie 
Stachelberg, infrastructure 
coordinator at Interior. “In 
addition to creating imme- 
diate jobs addressing the 
pollution, these invest- 
ments will build a founda- 
tion for future job growth 
once sites are cleaned up.” 

Texas, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Oklahoma and Cali- 
fornia — states an Asso- 
ciated Press examination 
found have among the 
most abandoned wells — 
are eligible to get the larg- 
est shares of funding from 
the $1.15 billion. 

States will have to apply 
for funding set aside for 
well cleanup. The Interior 
Department said nearly 
every state with docu- 
mented abandoned wells 
expressed interest in apply- 
ing. 

Abandoned wells are a 
growing problem around 


the U.S. as oil and gas 
companies leave them 
behind and communi- 
ties shift away from fossil 
fuel production. About 
two-thirds of the millions 
of the abandoned wells 
haven’t been plugged, and 
many are releasing meth- 
ane, a potent greenhouse 
gas. 

In California, which has 
4,844 documented aban- 
doned wells, there is a state- 
wide push to shift away 
from fossil fuel production. 

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has pledged to 
phase out oil and gas drill- 
ing in the state completely 
by 2045. Last week, the Los 
Angeles City Council voted 
to ban new oil and gas drill- 
ing and phase out hundreds 
of existing wells. 

Decades of well aban- 
donment in states such 
as California, Texas and 
Pennsylvania — along with 
industry and government 
plans to shut down more 
wells — have left commu- 
nities around the country 
scrambling to figure out 
how to clean up well sites. 
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Military tech at sea allows 
US foes to sidestep sanctions 


Associated Press 


MIAMI — Technology 
to hide a ship’s location 
previously available only 
to the world’s militaries is 
spreading fast through the 
global maritime industry as 
governments from Iran to 
Venezuela — and the rogue 
shipping companies they 
depend on to move their 
petroleum products — 
look for stealthier ways to 
circumvent U.S. sanctions. 

Windward, a maritime 
intelligence company 
whose data is used by the 
U.S. government to inves- 
tigate sanctions violations, 
said that since January 
2020 it has detected more 
than 200 vessels involved 
in over 350 incidents in 
which they appear to have 
electronically manipulated 
their GPS location. 

“This is out of hand right 
now,” said Matan Peled, 
co-founder of Windward 
and a former Israeli naval 
officer. “It’s not driven by 
countries or superpowers. 
It’s ordinary companies 
using this technique.” 

Peled said U.S. authorities 
have been slow to catch on 
to the spread of technology 
that has been part of the 
electronic warfare arsenal 
for decades but is only now 
cropping up in commer- 
cial shipping, with serious 
national security, environ- 
mental and maritime safety 
implications. 

Windward was able to 
identify suspect ships using 
technology that detects 
digital tracks that don’t 
correspond to actual move- 
ments, such as hairpin turns 
at breakneck speed or drift- 
ing in the form of perfect 
crop circles. 

William Fallon, a retired 
four-star admiral and 
former head of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, said U.S. 
authorities have been aware 
for some time of the threat 
from electronic manipu- 
lation, one of a growing 
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Technology used to hide a ship’s location and previously 


available only to the world’s militaries is soreading through 
the global maritime industry. JONGAMBRELL/AP 2021 


number of so-called gray 
zone national security chal- 
lenges that cut across tradi- 
tional military, commercial 
and economic lines. 

One of the more egre- 
gious examples found by 
Windward involves an oil 
tanker that could be tracked 
sailing to Iraq even as it was 
in reality loading crude in 
Iran, which is banned from 
selling its oil by U.S. sanc- 
tions. 

The tanker, whose 
name Windward asked to 
be withheld so as not to 
disrupt any potential U.S. 
government investigation, 
set sail Feb. 11, 2021, from 
the United Arab Emirates, 
reporting its destination as 
Basra, Iraq. 

When it was 20 nauti- 
cal miles away, its global 
navigation system began 
exhibiting strange drifting 
patterns. 

Twelve days later, its 
transmission stabilized and 
it could be tracked heading 
back through the Hormuz 
strait at normal sailing 
speed, this time fully laden 
with crude. 

Satellite imagery shows 
that during the two-week 
voyage a ship of identical 
length and with the same 
red deck broken up by a 
white pole and bridge was 
spotted dozens of nautical 
miles away, in Iran’s Kharg 
Island oil terminal. 


That vessel was then 
followed on satellite sailing 
back to the UAE, its course 
merging with the reported 
position of the original ship 
after it resumed its normal 
transmission. 

Under a United Nations 
maritime treaty, ships of 
over 300 tons have been 
required since 2004 to use 
an automated identifica- 
tion system to avoid colli- 
sions and assist rescues in 
the event of a spill or acci- 
dent at sea. 

Tampering with its use 
is a major breach that can 
lead to official sanctions for 
a vessel and its owners. 

But what was intended as 
an at-sea safety mechanism 
has also driven a prolifera- 
tion in ship-spotting plat- 
forms like MarineTraffic. 
com. 

Experts say such websites 
can be easily tricked since 
they partly rely on data 
gathered from thousands of 
amateur base stations that 
function like police radio 
scanners picking up mari- 
time movements. 

Last year, two journal- 
ists from the Norwegian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
managed to register online 
a fake base station near 
Somalia and insert the false 
coordinates of a real vessel. 

Seconds later, the falsi- 
fied location popped up on 
MarineTrafiic.com. 
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Top 5 Reasons to Live at the McAuley 
1. Peace of mind at the only CCRC in West Hartford 


2. Great location close to entertainment and 
cultural opportunities 


Floorplan options to suit your personal style 


No more cooking — fabulous chef-prepared meals 


Friends and fun at your fingertips — 
activities, clubs and more 


Learn more about The McAuley 
by scanning the OR code or 


call 860-920-6319. 
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Proto is wrong about Biden’s guidance 


By Ethan Frankel 


Ben Proto’s op-ed in Tuesday’s 
Hartford Courant must have been 
written in some parallel universe 
[Opinion, Page 10, “Are we better 
off after Biden’s first year?”]. 

Ben starts out writing, “As one 
crisis after another spirals,’ and 
I thought for sure he was talking 
about the four years we spent 
with a Donald Trump presidency. 

The “strong economic recov- 
ery” must surely be the one 
taking place since Joe Biden 
became president, as the jobless 
rate when Biden came to office 
was 6.2% and it is now 4.2%. I 
am pretty sure the creation of 4.1 
million jobs does not represent 
the “destruction of our economy.” 
Do you think the current infla- 
tion rate has anything to do with 
Americans’ huge demand to buy 
things? Our economy is doing 
so badly that the world cannot 
make enough stuff for Americans 
to buy. The pandemic slowed 
production and we went ona 
buying spree for everything from 
toilet paper to Teslas. 

The crisis he is talking about 
has to be the crisis Biden inher- 
ited with more than 400,000 
already dead from COVID-19, 
which Trump refused to recog- 


Tell Us 


nize. Was an attempt to forcibly 
reverse the outcome of the elec- 
tion acrisis or is Biden’s work to 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


piece the country back together 
again a crisis? Was denying the 
need for vaccinations a crisis or 





President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with private sector CEOs on Jan. 26 in the State Dining Room of the 
White House in Washington, D.C. DREW ANGERER/GETTY 


he is referring to. Maybe it is 
Biden’s effort to provide billions 
in aid to those who need it the 
most. The latest crisis could be 
the actual concrete proposal to 
fund repair of our infrastruc- 
ture rather than just funding a 
steel wall designed to make sure 
no foreign workers come into 
this country to do the jobs that 
nobody else is willing to do. 

Apparently, efforts to address 
climate change rather than deny- 
ing it is the spiraling crisis. Ben 
Proto cites Biden’s inability to 
“stand up to Putin!” I guess he 
means stand up to Vladimir Putin 
the way the former president 
stood up to Putin? Perhaps that 
would mean praising him and 
emulating him. Clearly, Biden has 
to strengthen criminal justice and 
support the police like Trump 
did as long as they aren’t trying 
to defend the U.S. Capitol from a 
mob trying to reverse the will of 
the people. Does truth and reality 
still exist? 

The answer to Ben’s question, 
“Are we better off after Biden’s 
first year?” Depends on whether 
or not Americans want to believe 
lies or believe in reality. 


was getting 200 million Ameri- 
cans vaccinated the crisis? Still 
trying to figure out which crisis 


Ethan Frankel lives in West Hart- 
ford. 


Your Story 


Please send us your true stories, 
written in your voice. 


Love Etc. Stories from 
the heart — your essays 
about emotional life in the 





21st century. 


Why I... In which you 
explain why you feel so 


| 
@ strongly about something 


in Connecticut. 
AY) explain a deeply private 
issue against the backdrop 


of social and economic forces. 


Le 


We welcome all submissions and 
will publish the best. We especially 
look for younger writers and those 
whose voices aren’t heard often 
enough. Essays should be 600-700 
words, written in the first person 
and emailed to 
oped@courant.com. 


First Person: In which you 








Living Here: What is it 
really like to live in 
Connecticut? 


UConn inept at managing 
athletic program 


It was with shock and disbelief that I read the statement from 
UConn, “The arbitrator’s decision is nonsensical and seriously 
impedes the University’s ability to manage its athletics program 
[Page 1, Jan. 21, “Ollie wins arbitration case”]. 

What is nonsensical is that people at UConn would actually 
make the statement defending what it calls its “ability to manage” 
its athletic program. 

Dan Lacy, South Windsor 


Nurses, ICU staff will say 
we aren't on ‘downslope’ 


Yet another misleading headline in The Courant — “Weekly test 
positivity rate drops again to 16%” [Connecticut, Page 1, Jan. 22]. 
Nothing about this is good. It fuels yet another uptick because of 
false promises that this pandemic will end and we don’t have to be 
careful any longer. 

As long as there are anti-vaxxers/anti-maskers among us fueling 
it, there will be no end to this pandemic. 

The facts that 241 more people have died and there are still 
crowded hospitals (beds occupied mostly by anti-vaxxers) and 
stressed hospital workers are not facts worthy of your misleading 
headline. 

Dr. Ulysses Wu says we are “well into our downslope.” Perhaps 
Dr. Wu should ask nurses and other staff in the ICU what they 
think, and maybe how they feel. Also, there are thousands of posi- 
tive home tests not being included in these statistics. We all wish 
for this pandemic to be over, but false hope is not the way for it to 


UConn women set precedent 


for lopsided scores 


Regarding the high school basketball mismatch (final score: 
92-4): I felt somewhat prepared. 

Season after season, the UConn women have mowed down 
opponents by 50 points and more. In 2018 they put up 140 points 
against St. Francis, winning by 88. And years back the Huskies 
pounded Quinnipiac 117-20. Victory streaks stretch past 100 
games, and the White House celebrates the mastery. So, despite 
winner’s remorse in the current case, my guess would be that 
anyone drawn to competition is bound to recall, “Yeah, we got 
killed,” It happens. 

Dur Seible, Durham 


Letter writer got facts wrong on COVID 


What is the purpose of printing a letter to the editor [“Antibody 
tests more efficient than boosters” | that spreads misinformation 
about COVID-19 when scientists, doctors and public health officials 
are working so hard to counter exactly this type of misinformation? 

Writer Pat Schmidt claims the vaccine “does not protect you 
from the virus.” This is false. For the week beginning Jan. 9 in 
Connecticut, unvaccinated people were 13.4 times more likely 
to die from COVID as vaccinated people. Schmidt asks why you 
would get a vaccine if you have natural immunity. Science has 
shown that immunity from vaccination is better than immunity 
acquired from infection, and vaccination after infection is even 
more protective. 

Finally, the writer touts a blood test that costs $75. Vaccines are 
free. Please don’t give a platform for this misinformation to spread. 
Readers — listen to the doctors and scientists. Get vaccinated and 
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happen. 
Joan McQuillan, Glastonbury 


boosted. 


Sarah Burns, Farmington 


Challenge GOP’s politics of evasion on Trump 





E.J. Dionne Jr. 


Although Donald Trump has hovered 
over American politics since leaving office, 
most voters saw him as yesterday’s news. 
Now, he’s very much today’s news, and 
— thanks to the accelerating pace of the 
House’s Jan. 6 inquiry — tomorrow’s. This 
should change the trajectory of this year’s 
midterm election politics. 

Democrats did well in 2018 and 2020, 
when a significant share of the elector- 
ate thought the survival of our democracy 
was on the ballot. Democrats need to put 
democracy on the ballot again this year. 

Trump served the Republican Party 
well as a visible but limited presence. He 
agitated his base, keeping his supporters 
active and engaged. This helped produce 


high turnouts for Republican candidates in 


Virginia and New Jersey this past fall. 

Meanwhile, the bulk of the electorate 
was focused on prices and the ongoing 
pandemic, to the disadvantage of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden and his party. This allowed 
Republicans — Virginia’s new governor, 
Glenn Youngkin, is the prime example — 
to profit from Trumpism without being 
forced to stand firmly against the former 
president’s lies about the 2020 election or 
his abuses of office. 

Now, the urgent need to shake a wide- 
spread complacency about our governing 
institutions has been brought home by the 
work of journalists and the House select 
committee investigating Jan. 6. Trump has 
done his bit, too. 

Trump said the subversive part out loud 
on Sunday when he declared that his vice 
president, Mike Pence, “could have over- 
turned the election.” This acknowledged 
outright what Trump’s real goal was. The 
day before, Trump dangled the prospect of 
pardons for those convicted over the Jan. 6 
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SAVE 
AMERICA 


PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP 
TEXT TEXAS TO 88022 
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Former President Donald Trump speaks Jan. 29 in Conroe, Texas. “If | run and | win, we will treat 
those people from Jan. 6 fairly,’ he told supporters at the rally. “And if it requires pardons, we will 
give them pardons because they are being treated so unfairly.’ JASON FOCHTMAN/AP 


attack if he were returned to office. 

In arerun of his eagerness to use mobs 
to advance his interests, he called for “the 
biggest protests we have ever had” if prose- 
cutors in New York and Atlanta act against 
him. And the New York Times reported 
this week that, while president, Trump 
directed his personal lawyer Rudolph W. 
Giuliani to explore whether the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security or the Justice 
Department could legally take control of 
voting machines in swing states. 

The stakes here involve not just what 
Trump did but also what Republicans 
might be preparing to do in 2022 and 
2024. Trump is pushing to elect secretar- 
ies of state and governors who endorse his 
lies about 2020 and would be willing to 
politicize the process of counting ballots. 


Already, more than a dozen Republi- 
can-controlled states have rolled back 
ballot access. 

So why are Democrats not shouting 
from the rooftops about the need to protect 
democracy? One reason political consul- 
tants advance: Democracy issues are a 
tough sell with most voters, who are far 
more invested in their day-to-day prob- 
lems than in a former president or a threat 
that still feels abstract. 

“Making democracy a front-and-center 
issue is in competition with the malaise 
people feel over the economy, even if 
there’s a lot of good news about the econ- 
omy,” Democratic pollster Anna Greenberg 
said in an interview. Voters, she added, 
“look at Jan. 6 as something of a stand- 
alone event.” 


In contrast to 2018 and 2020, said 
Stephanie Cutter, a longtime Democratic 
consultant who worked in the Obama 
administration, “in 2022, the threat of 
Trump will not be enough to make subur- 
ban women vote Democratic.” 

We’re living in a classic case of the Polit- 
ical Consultants Dilemma. Candidates are 
urged to take a pass on important — and 
potentially beneficial — issues because 
they are secondary or tertiary to key voting 
groups. Yet the only chance such issues 
have of becoming salient is if politicians 
and their campaigns press them relent- 
lessly. 

After four American diplomats were 
killed in Libya in 2012, Republicans spent 
years turning the word “Benghazi” into 
a running attack line against then-Secre- 
tary of State Hillary Clinton — with little 
or no basis in fact. By contrast, evidence of 
a threat to democracy today is copious and 
clear. 

Despite their caveats, both Cutter and 
Greenberg offer paths toward making the 
looming danger central in 2022. Cutter 
noted that highlighting bread-and-butter 
concerns does not preclude Democrats 
from arguing that “if we don’t win in 2022, 
the fight for democracy moves backward,’ 
adding: “There’s room for both.” 

Greenberg sees ways to link the “big 
lie” about 2020 with “disinformation 
about vaccines” as part of the same “dark 
force” that ignites anxiety among subur- 
ban voters. And an argument that “voters 
should decide elections, not mobs or 
politicians” would also resonate, she said, 
because “what people get upset about is 
that their votes don’t really count.” 

Democrats will be guilty of political 
malpractice if they fail to challenge Repub- 
licans to get off the fence. For their own 
sake and the country’s, they must demand 
that GOP candidates stand unambiguously 
either with or against Trump’s ongoing 
efforts to demolish American democracy. 


E.J. Dionne Jr. writes on politics for The 
Washington Post. 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 
or placeanad.courant.com 








Antiques| 
Collectibles 


WATERFORD WINE FLUTES: (NEW) 
Six (6) for $120. 860.833.3195 


WATERFORD WINE GOBLETS: (NEW) 
Six (6) for $120. 860.833.3195 


Stuff 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


FUTON TWIN LOVE SEAT Solid Cherry 
futon 49in $200 8607635938 


HD RADIO TUNER Digital AM/FM/HD 
Stereo $50 860-776-5323 


HIGH-BACK-CHAIRS(2)-BEAUTIFUL 
fabric* QUALITY, $50ea,539-51 74 


LATHEM TIME CLOCK (#2121): Like 
New. $50. 860.833.3195 


OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 


PIANO. KIMBALL-* BEAUTIFUL* 
PERFECT* $350. 860-539-5174 


POLAND SPRINGS 5-GALLON JUGS: 
Three (3) for $10. 860.833.3195 

















SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








BOURBONTOURS.COM $180+ 
(800) 516-7800 | Official Site 


CAREX - EASY UP BED RAIL: New in 
box. $40. 860.833.3195 


AT YOUR SERVICE 





At Your Service 


() Hartford 
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ELEVATOR SERVICE COMPANY 
Maintenance, Repair, Modernization 
Servicing All of Connecticut 
Competitive Rates and Quality 
Service 
hartfordelevator@yahoo.com 
860-757-3960 





L&A MASONRY HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC 
new basement 
remodeling basement 
new bathrooms 
remodeling bathrooms 
deck,kitchen, painting, 
www.lamasonryllc.com 
(860)378-9843 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TIRED OF PAYING FOR CABLE ? 
Call (860) 212-7126 





TREADMILL Horizon 7101-5, 2 
yrs old, bought new, paid $850, 
seldomly used, 3x7 mat, $700. 
860-287-6994 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


WANT TO PLAY FOOTBALL? Contact 
northernctnightmare@gmail.com 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-573-8678 





www.courant.com/pets 


8 week old puppies ready to go home 
Feb. 7. AKC registered, $1,000 each. 
Please text (860)550-5461 








pups for sale. Vet checked and first 

shots. Will make great family dogs 

out of solid hunting lines ($750). 
860-205-9071 





BICHON FRISE PUPPIES Vet Exam, 
Current on Vaccines $1600 F/M 
Hypoallergenic, 860-680-2955 








COCKAPO0 


Beautiful 7 1/2 week, he will make 
a great family dog due to his size 
and limited shedding. Vet checked. 
$1,500. 


COCKAPOO PUPPIES $1400 Vetted, 
Vacs, 860-942-2651 











FOX RED LABS 5 Fox Red and 1 
Yellow Lab, all males. AKC, vet 
checked, first shots, available 2/12. 


$2000 Call Pete (860)833-6593 


GERMAN SHEPHERD AKC Pups 
ready now 978-249-3193 $1200 


GOLDEN RETREIVER PUPPIES Ready 
1/29, 1st shots & dewormed. $850. 
802-895-2784 


GOLDENDOODLES' Gorgeous new 
litter! Teddy bear puppy’s, 8wks 
farm raised, shots, wormed. Parents 
on site. Health Guarantee. $2500 
Call: 401-741-7717. 
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LABRADOR RETRIEVER Lab Pups, 
AKC Males, Yellow, Excellent, Temp 


and health. Blocky heads Shots, 
Ready Now, $1400 860-236-5200 
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MINI GOLDENDOODLE 


Cute, calm and loyal friends raised 
in our home. Their hypoallergenic 
coat makes them ideal pets for your 
home. Our puppies are vaccinated, 
dewormed and are vet checked by our 
vet $2500. For availability Call/text 
Dan at 413.244.6772 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO- EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 





ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-874-8396 















Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 
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BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 





2 / 7, or yo 
PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 
We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 





Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 


Every Friday. 











PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


State of Connecticut 
Department of Children and Families 


The Connecticut Department of Children and 
Families (DCF) is accepting applications for 
an Enhanced Short-Term Assessment and 
Respite Home. This is a temporary congre- 
gate care program that provides short-term 
care, assessment and a range of clinical and 
nursing services to children removed from 
their homes due to abuse, neglect or other 
high-risk circumstances. Staff will provide 
empathic professional care for youth within 
a routine of daily activities which is similar 
to a nurturing family structure. The youth 
will receive assessment services, substance 
abuse screening, educational support, 
significant levels of structure and support, 
and intensive work with family engagement. 
The non-mandatory bidders’ conference 
is scheduled to be held virtually on Friday 
February 10, 2022 at 11:00 AM. Deadline 
for submission of proposals is Friday, April 1, 
2022 

at 3:00 PM local time at DCF Central Office 
in Hartford. The electronic copy of the pro- 
posal must be emailed to the Official Agency 
Contact for this procurement. The Request 
for Proposals is available in electronic format 
on the State Contracting Portal at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/DAS/CTSource/CTSource and 
on the Department’s website at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/DCF/Contract-Management/ 
Home or from the Department’s Official 
Contact, Erin Mahony via e-mail at DCF. 
FISCALCONTRACTS@CT.GOV. 

2/5/22 7143891 





Development Coordinator for Parkville 
Neighborhood Projects 
Hartford, Connecticut 


The Capital Region Development Authority 
(“CRDA”), a quasi-public agency of the 
State of Connecticut, is seeking a qualified 
contractor to serve as a development project 
coordinator in the Parkville neighborhood. 
Please see full posting and submission 
requirements at  https://crdact.net/wp- 
content/uploads/2022/01/1-2 7-2022-De- 
velopmentCoordinator-ParkvilleProjects.pdf 
1/28 - 2/13/2022 7138105 





TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS #1116 
MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 
SERVICES 


The Town of Bloomfield is seeking a qualified 
company to provide one or more permitted 
facilities within thirty-five (35) miles of 
the geographic boundaries of the Town to 
receive, process, dispose of and recycle all 
wastes and recyclables managed by the Town 
Submittal requirements may be obtained 
from the Purchasing and Risk Manager, 
Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, 
CT O6002 or on the Town’s website, www. 
bloomfieldct.gov. All responses must be 
received by 1:00 p.m. on February 24, 2022 
in order to be considered. 

2/5/2022 7143774 








Dish Wireless is proposing to install new 
wireless telecommunications antennas on 
a water tower at 50 Plantation Road, East 
Windsor, Hartford County, CT. The new facility 
will consist of the collocation of antennas 
at an approximate top height of 88ft above 
ground level on the 133ft water tower. Any 
interested party wishing to submit comments 
regarding the potential effects the proposed 
facility may have on any historic property 
may do so by sending such comments to: 
Project 612200088 - MAB EBI Consulting, 


Connecticut 


ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE The undersigned 
hereby advertises the sale of liened goods; 
Tuesday the 22nd day of February, 2022 at 
11:00 AM, on that day will conduct a sale 
with bidding to take place on lockerfox.com, 
FOR CASH ONLY, the contents of spaces at 
Storage Rentals of America, 29 Old Windsor 
Rd, Bloomfield, CT, O6002 Cato, Julie unit 
468 misc. Household Items. Kent Jamison, 
Loretta unit 129 misc household items; 
Storage Rentals of America, 1065 Voluntown 
Rd, Griswold, CT, 06351 Patterson, Crystal 
218 misc. Household Items . French JR, Eric 
unit 823 misc. Household Items; Storage 
Rentals of America, 1280 Hopmeadow, 
Simsbury, CT, 06070 Dion, Melissa 1208 
misc. Household Items . Kennedy, Beverly 
0323 misc. Household Items. Swanson Jr, 
Richard A. 1123 misc. Household Items, 
; Storage Rentals of America, 123R West 
St, Simsbury, CT, O6070 Victor Civitillo 
117A misc. Household Items. Civitillo, 
Victor 117A misc. Household Items; 
Storage Rentals of America, 2 Commerce 
Dr, Columbia, CT, 06237 Vega, Claribel 324 
misc. Household Items. Lazur, Tiffany S. 
305 , Household Goods, Ramires, Selene 
418 misc. Household Items Rosa, James 
132 misc. Household Items; Storage Rentals 
of America, 610 Pigeon Hill Rd, Bloomfield, 
CT, 06002 McLaughlin, Maxine E252 misc. 
Household Items. Junoah, James C100 
misc. Household Items. Spence, Alexis 
E245 misc. Household Items; Storage 
Rentals of America, 497 North St, Windsor 
Locks, CT, 06096 Wadsworth, Tim B55 misc. 
Household Items Sale is subject to cancel- 
lation in the event of settlement between 
owner and obligated party. 

2/4, 2/11/2022 7142692 








DISH Wireless L.L.C., is proposing to install 
new wireless telecommunications antennas 
on an existing building located at 175 Allen 
Street, Hartford, Hartford County, CT 06101. 
The new facility will consist of the collocation 
of antennas at a centerline height of approxi- 
mately 93.6 ft above ground level on the 140 
ft tall building. Any interested party wishing 
to submit comments regarding the potential 


Legal Notice 
Town of Wethersfield 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
Virtual Meeting Via Zoom 


The Wethersfield Planning and Zoning 
Commission will hold a virtual public hearing 
on Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 


Because of Covid-19 concerns, this will be 
by virtual and/or phone conferencing. Please 
check the Town of Wethersfield website for 
the live stream link prior to the meeting, 
to hear and be heard on the following 
applications: 


3005-21-Z Lucas Kyriakos seeking a 
Special Permit in accordance with Section 
5.2 (Permitted Uses) of the Wethersfield 
Zoning Regulations for Outdoor Music/ 
Entertainment to amend Application No.’s 
1700-10-Z, 1723-10-Z, 1857-15-Z & 1896- 
16-Z at 222 Main Street. 


3008-21-Z Stefan & Cara Crespo seek- 
ing a Special Permit in accordance with 
Section 3.5.1.B.1 (Vehicular Storage) of 
the Wethersfield Zoning Regulations to park 
a snowmobile trailer in the driveway at 15 
Crest Street. 


3011-22-Z JPL Transportation seeking a 
Special Permit in accordance with Section 
5.3 (Accessory Uses & Structures) of the 
Wethersfield to park a box truck at 61 Arrow 
Road. 


3012-22-Z Leonardo Gugliotti seeking a 
Special Permit in accordance with Section 5.6 
(Exceptions for Business Redevelopment) of 
the Wethersfield Zoning Regulations for a 
change of use from retail to a cosmetology 
school at 657 Silas Deane Hwy. 


Planning and Zoning Commission 

Denise Bradley 

Duly Authorized 

Dated at Wethersfield, Connecticut, this 4th 
day of February 2022. 

2/5/2022 7144476 


21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or via 
telephone at (617) 909-9035. 
2/5/2022 7144163 


Connecticut 








IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA 
FAMILY LAW DIVISION 


IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF: 
H.D.N. 


Case No.: 21-DR-017148 
Division: A 


Adoptee. 


NOTICE OF ACTION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND STEPPARENT ADOPTION 


TO: Milagros Monique Ortiz, biological mother of the male child born on March 13, 2009 
Current Residence Address: Unknown 

Last Known Residence Address: 26 Sherman Street, Apt. B3, Hartford, CT, 06105 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent and Termination 
of Parental Rights has been filed by Petitioner Erica Diaz, and father, Ferdinand Nunery, Jr., 
regarding a minor male child born to Milagros Monique Ortiz on March 13, 2009, in the Bronx, 
New York. The biological mother is Hispanic, 34 years old, approximately 5’7” tall and 175 lIbs., 
with brown hair and brown eyes. All other physical characteristics and her residence address 
are unknown and cannot be reasonably ascertained. 

There will be a hearing on the Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent and Termination of 
Parental Rights on March 29, 2022, at 11:45am eastern time, before Judge Jared E. Smith at 
the George E. Edgecomb Courthouse, 800 East Twiggs Street, Courtroom 411, Tampa, Florida 
33602. The Court has set aside 15 minutes for the hearing which will be held via Zoom at the 
following link: https://zoom.us/j/96980509625?pwd VEdOVE9XdzBJcXdOTnitbIVRcGtYUTO9. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 969 8050 9625. Zoom phone number: (786)635-1003. The grounds for 
termination of parental rights are those set forth in §63.089 of the Florida Statutes. 

You may object by appearing at the hearing and filing a written objection with the Court. If you 
desire counsel and believe you may be entitled to representation by a court-appointed attorney, 
you must contact the Clerk of Court and request that an “Affidavit of Indigent Status” be mailed 
to you for completion and return to the Office of the Clerk of Court. 

A copy of any written defenses must be served on Petitioner’s attorney, Melissa A. Cordon, PA., 
806 East Jackson Street, Suite Lower A, Tampa, Florida 33602, (813)223-1177, and file the 
original response or pleading with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hillsborough County, Florida, 
800 East Twiggs Street, Tampa, Florida 33602, (813)276-8100, on or before March 4, 2022, 
a date which is a date not less than 28 nor more than 6O days after the first publication of 
this Notice. 

UNDER §63.089, FLORIDA STATUTES, FAILURE TO FILE A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE 
WITH THE COURT AND TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING CONSTITUTES GROUNDS UPON WHICH 
THE COURT SHALL END ANY PARENTAL RIGHTS YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THE MINOR CHILD. 


If you are a person with a disability wno needs any accommodation in order to participate in 
this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, Hillsborough County Courthouse, (813)272-7040. Hearing 
impaired 1-800-955-8771, Voice impaired |-800-955-8770, email ADA@fljud13.org at least 7 
days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification. 
If you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711. 


Name of Newspaper: Hartford Courant 
Dated: January 28, 2022 

CINDY STUART 

CLERK OF COURT & COMPTROLLER 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FLORIDA 


1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19/2022 7125913 





effects the proposed facility may have on any 
historic property may do so by sending such 
comments to: Project 6122000850 - KMG 
EBI Consulting, 21 B Street, Burlington, MA 
01803, or via telephone at (313)495-0640. 
2/5/2022 7144217 











WEST HARTFORD ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL NOTICE 
CORRECTED 


The Town of West Hartford Zoning Board of Appeals, will hold its Regular Virtual Meeting at 
6:00 PM. on Wednesday, February 16, 2022. The public hearing and meeting will be conducted 
exclusively in a format in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act as amended by 
Public Act No. 24-2 which authorizes municipalities to conduct public meetings virtually and will 
convene at 6:00 PM. as the matter may be heard on the following: 

#05-22 983 New Britain Avenue - Petition of West Hartford No. 1, LLC (R.O.) requesting multiple 
variances per plans on file, to section 177-33 Signage, including section 177-33(G)(2) (a)[1][a], 
which limits the size of total attached and freestanding signage for the property and section 
177-33(G)(2) (a)[L][d], which limits the size of the freestanding signage for the property. BG 
Zone 

#06-22 95 Ballard Drive - Petition of J. Lis (R.O.) requesting a Special Exception approval in 
order to maintain a customary home occupation for a “Cottage Food” business as an accessory 
to the residence per Section 177-49 for a period of three (3) years per plans on file. RG ZONE 
#07-22 203 Newfield Avenue- Petition of GB Auto Sales and Repairs, LLC seeking location 
approval for a Motor Vehicle Dealers/Repairers License per plans on file. IG Zone 

At this hearing, interested person(s) may be heard or submit written communication as outlined 
below. The full application is available for public review by visiting the Town’s website and follow- 
ing this navigation path: Government Tab > Boards & Commissions > Zoning Board of Appeals> 
Next Meeting & Agenda at: https://www.westhartfordct.gov/government-services/boards- 
commisions/zoning-board-of-appeals, or by email request to comment.tpz@westhartfordct.gov. 
VIRTUAL MEETING VIEWING INSTRUCTIONS: 

Members of the public can view the meeting live on YouTube at https://youtu.be/P8xvrFH-teA 
or on West Hartford Community Television at www.whctv.org and www.youtube/whctv5. The 
meeting is also being recorded for on-demand viewing and will be available on the Town’s 
website for at least 45 days. 

AUDIO COMMENT: 

Any interested person(s) may participate in real-time by calling: 

1 (408) 418-9388 and using the following Access Code: 2341 637 8737, at 6:00 pm. 
Participants using caller ID blocking will not be permitted to participate. Participants will be 
called on in the order in which their call was received. When prompted by the Chair and/or 
Moderator, participants will have the permission to speak on matters germane to the hearing. 
WRITTEN COMMENT: 

Any interested person(s) may submit a written comment via email to comment.tpz@westhart- 
fordct.gov or via mail attention: Town Plan & Zoning Commission, Town Plan and Zoning Office, 
Room 214, Town Hall, 50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107. Written comments will 
be made part of the record at the February 16, 2022 public hearing and posted on the Town’s 
website. In order to be included as part of the record, comments must meet the following 
requirements: 

- Comments must be received no later than 3:30 PM on February 16, 2022. 

- The “subject” of the email shall be: “[Application # and Address], ZBA February 16th Public 
Hearing”. 

* The body of the email must begin with the interested person(s) full name and street address. 
- Comments must be germane to the application and no longer than 500 words. 

Angelo DiMatteo, Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals 

Brittany MacGilpin, Secretary to the Board 

“Any individual with a disability who needs special assistance to participate in a meeting or pub- 
lic hearing should contact Suzanne Oslander, Department of Social Services, 860.561.7580, 
seven days prior to the meeting or public hearing.” 

2/5/2022 7144398 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Avon Out of State 
Eugene A. Boucher Roger L. Belch 

Berlin Philip G Godin 
Ronald A. Bielomyza Simsbury 

Canton David E. Bullock 
David E. Bullock Suffield 

Colchester Joseph Melillo 
Jessica F Meltsner Torrington 

Cromwell Robert M Tasillo 
Dorothy Ciemiecki Vernon 


Steven A. Green 
Linda M. Kaczmarczyk 


East Hampton 
Kenneth C. Stevens, Jr. 


Enfield West Hartford 
Linda M. Kaczmarczyk Eugene A. Boucher 
Manchester Jacquelyn H. Faienza 
Robert F Hackbarth Jessica F Meltsner 
Cynthia Thomas Bertha Silver 
New Britain Wethersfield 
Ronald A. Bielomyza Jacquelyn H. Faienza 
Dorothy Ciemiecki Windsor 
Peter J. Parker Robert J. Dallesander 
Newington Robert M Tasillo 
Bertha Silver OUT OF STATE 


Other Towns in CT 
Paula K. Feder 
Philip G Godin 
Steven A. Green 


Roger L. Belch 
Camden, ME 

Jacquelyn H. Faienza 
Summerville, SC 


Robert F Hackbarth Philip G Godin 
Joseph Melillo Pickens, SC 
Kenneth C. Stevens, Jr. 

Cynthia Thomas 


* Denotes name listing only. 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 





OBITUARIES 


Belch, Roger L. 


RFA? } Roger Leon Belch, 88, of 
mE.” Camden, Maine, died peace- 
* fully at home on 2/2/22 after 
a eighteen-year battle with 
cancer. Born in Windsor, CT, 
Roger was an Aijr Force 
Veteran who owned & oper- 
ated a successful plumbing & 
heating business. He retired 
to Beverly Hills, FL, and then 
moved to Maine in 2017 with 
his wife, daughter, and son in 
law to continue his cancer fight. 


Roger will be remembered for his vibrant personality 
and selflessness towards those in need. He was an avid 
beekeeper, builder, and lover of lobster. Throughout 
his cancer journey, Roger defied medical odds with 
an unbreakable spirit. His quick wit and humor never 
dimmed, inciting laughter in all those around him. 
Roger inspired many with his altruistic outlook on life 
and unwavering devotion to his family. 


He is survived by his loving wife, Margaret (Shanahan) 
Belch of 62 years; his 3 children, Deborah Lyon, Robert 
Belch, and Brian Edwards; their spouses; and 11 grand- 
children. A memorial service will be held at a future 
date. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Boucher, Eugene A. 


Eugene A. Boucher, 82, of 
Avon, passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, February 2, 2022. 
He was the beloved husband 
of Elizabeth (Moorhouse) 
Boucher and loving father of 
Gerard, Carol, Paul, Stephen, 
and Sean Boucher. 
Relatives and _ friends are 
invited to call on Sunday from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Duksa 
Family Funeral Homes at 
Newington Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington. His 
funeral services will begin on Monday at 10:30 a.m. at 
Newington Memorial, followed by a Mass of Christian 
Burial at 11:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Church, Newington. 
He will be laid to rest privately. To share a memory with 
his family, please visit us at www.duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Bullock, David E 


David E. Bullock, 89, passed 
away peacefully on Monday, 
January 24, 2022, at UConn 
Health Center with his chil- 
dren by his side. 


David was born in Cohoes, 
New York on February 22, 
1932 to Herbert and Ruth 
\ (Ellett) Bullock. He gradu- 
>. ated from the University of 

: Oklahoma in 1958 and went 
on to pursue a long and successful career in aeronauti- 
cal engineering and project management with United 
Technologies until he retired. 


David and his beloved wife Mina were married on 
July 14, 1956. They were together for nearly 56 years 
and were blessed with 5 children: David Jr., Stephen, 
Stacey, Debora, and Jennifer. They lived in East Windsor 
and Collinsville before moving to Simsbury in 2005. 


Together, David and Mina enjoyed reading, traveling, 
gardening, doing crossword puzzles, making woolen 
braided rugs, and running. They were avid Yankees fans 
and collie lovers. David was a dedicated blood donor, 
giving more than 30 gallons. David and Mina were ac- 
tive members of the North Canton Community United 
Methodist Church. 


David was predeceased by his loving wife Mina, his 
sister Ruth, and his brothers Charles and Herbert. 


David leaves behind his children David (Kathy) Bullock, 
Stephen (Holly) Bullock, Stacey (Peter) Mott, Debora 
(Bruce) MacDonald, and Jennifer (Kevin) Majewski; 
13 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. David 
will also be missed by his many friends and neighbors 
at Hopmeadow Place. 


The family wishes to extend their sincere thanks to 
David's caregivers, Deyon and “the ladies,” who took 
such wonderful care of him in his later years. 


A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memorial 
donations may be made to the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, the American Red Cross, or 
North Canton Community United Methodist Church. 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Ciemiecki, Dorothy 


Dorothy “Dottie” (Jablonski) Ciemiecki, 96, 

of New Britain, passed away peacefully on 

Thursday, February 3, 2022. She was the 

beloved wife of the late John F. Ciemiecki. 
Born in New Britain, daughter of the late Frank and 
Catherine (Samorajczyk) Jablonski, she was a lifelong 
resident of New Britain and a parishioner of Holy Cross 
Church. She was actively involved in the church and 
the Legion of Mary, as well as being a former president 
of the Ladies Guild. Dottie leaves her sister Eleanor 
Kozak of New Jersey, many nieces and nephews, great 
nieces and great nephews, and close family friend, Ewa 
Fadgyas of Canton. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held on Wednesday, February 9th, 10:00 a.m. at Holy 
Cross Church, 31 Biruta St., New Britain. She will be 


laid to rest in Sacred Heart Cemetery, New Britain. 
Duksa Family Funeral Homes at Burritt Hill, 332 Burritt 
St., New Britain is serving her family. To share a mem- 
ory, please visit us at www.burritthill.com. 


Y, 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Faienza, Jacquelyn ‘Jackie’ Helene 
(Silvay) 


Jacquelyn “Jackie” Helene 

Faienza (Silvay), 70. of 

Summerville, South Carolina 

devoted wife, mother, sister, 

grandmother, and _ friend 

passed away with her hus- 

band and daughter by her 

side on January 26, 2022. The 

matriarch of the Faienza fam- 

ily, she will be greatly missed 

by all. Jackie was born on 

October 28, 1951 in Hartford 

to the late parents of John 

and Helene (Silvay) Marzucca. Jackie grew 

up in West Hartford and graduated from 

Hall High School in 1969. During her senior 

year of high school, Jackie met her soul- 

mate Roberto Faienza and they were married on June 

7, 1975. Jackie and Roberto began their family in 

Hartford prior to moving to Wethersfield in 1984, where 

they raised their three children, John Faienza of 

Hartford, Vinnie Faienza and wife Melissa of Rocky Hill, 

and Sara Faienza of North Charleston. Jackie's greatest 

joy in life was her family. While raising her family, 

Jackie also worked at their family owned business, 

Torre Tile in Hartford as a bookkeeper. Everyone knew 

Jackie to be a strong willed woman, who loved to laugh 

and be silly. Jackie was an outstanding cook who made 

weekly homemade tomato sauce and various other 

Italian dishes. Aside from cooking and chatting on the 

phone, Jackie enjoyed playing card games and com- 

pleting crossword puzzles. She was an avid UConn 

Husky Women’s basketball fan and rooted for the A.C. 

Milan soccer team. You could always find Jackie with a 

Pepsi in her hand, while wearing her favorite Tigger 

sweatshirt. Beside her husband and children, Jackie is 

Survived by her three grandchildren, Gianni Faienza of 

Glastonbury and Giuliana and Antonio Faienza of Rocky 

Hill. She is also survived by her two sisters and two 

brothers-in law Elizabeth and Stephen Ciaffaglione of 

Southington, Doreen and Stephen Stiles of Wethersfield, 

and brother-in law Antonio and Lina Faienza of 

Cromwell, as well as sister-in law Rosa and Raffaele 

DiBattista of Italy. Jackie also leaves behind many cher- 

ished nieces and nephews and her high school best 

friend Yolanda O’Lenick of South Windsor. Jackie is 

predeceased by her stepfather Joseph Marzucca, fa- 

ther and mother-in law Vincenzo and Maria Giuseppa 

(Antonucci) Faienza and _ brothers-in law Carlo, 

Edmondo, and Telemaco Faienza. A celebration of life 

will be scheduled at a later date. Jackie will be greatly 
missed. Mamma, ti vogliamo bene. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Green, Steven A. 


Steven Allen Green, 68, of 
Coventry CT beloved hus- 
band, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather passed 
away unexpectedly at home 
on February 1, 2022. Steve 
was born in Hartford 
Connecticut, the youngest 
son of the late Raymond 
Green and Julia Gochee. 
Steve was a graduate of 
Manchester High School, 
lass of 1971. Upon eadiaice he was employed at 
Sears Roebuck where he met and married his beloved 
wife Patricia Mitchell. In 1984, Steve began his career 
as a Letter Carrier with the U.S Postal Service- Barry 
Square Office in Hartford CT. Steven was an active 
member of the NALC where he proudly served as his 
Station's union steward. He retired in 2013 and enjoyed 
life as a Snowbird in Nalcrest, Florida. 


Steve loved and cherished his family and spent his 
days surrounded by his children and grandchildren. He 
is survived by his wife of 49 years, Patricia and his chil- 
dren Michael Green, Sandra Cobb, Matthew Green and 
his wife Shandra, and Stephanie Mason; grandchildren 
Tyler Cobb, Jacob Cobb, Jade Mason, Mara Grantham, 
Alajiah Smith, Alvin Smith, Myra June Green, Adrianna 
Smith and Otto Green; and great-grandchildren Jubilee 
Ruth Grantham, Isaiah Roy Grantham, and Oaklyn Cobb. 
He is also survived by his brother Larry and his wife 
Marie Green. He is predeceased by brothers Raymond 
and Thomas Green ans Son-in -law Roy Cobb. 


Relatives and friends are welcome to join the family 
from 2 to 5 PM on Sunday, February 6, 2022 at the 
Burke-Fortin Funeral Home, 76 Prospect St. Rockville, 
CT. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 AM on 
Monday, February 7, 2022 at St. Bernard Church, 25 St. 
Bernard Terrace, Rockville, CT. Burial will be private at 
the convenience of the family. 


Memorial Donations may be made to St. James School's 
Afterschool program. 73 Park St. Manchester CT, 06040. 


For online condolences please visit: www. pietrasfuner- 
alhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Hackbarth, Robert F 


Robert F Hackbarth of Madison died peacefully at 
home in the company of his beloved wife and family 
on January 27, 2022, after a lengthy illness. Bob was 
the husband of Elizabeth Louise Hackbarth (Picket). A 
memorial service will be on June 19, 2022. For the full 
obituary please visit www. guilfordfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Meltsner, Jessica F (Dean) 


Jessica Meltsner, originally from Waterford, long 
time resident of West Hartford, and most recently of 
Colchester, widow of Stephen L. Meltsner, (Col. USAF/ 
CNG) died peacefully Thursday evening. Aretired dental 
hygienist, she was an avid art collector, who loved the 
work of Robert Caufield, Japanese woodblock prints, 
and she adored her two Dobermans. She is survived 
by her loving son, Adam, daughter-in-law, Erin, and her 
two granddaughters. Per her wishes, there will be no 
funeral. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a 
donation to the American Cancer Society. Ameltsner@ 
gmail.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Feder, Paula Kurzband 


Paula Kurzband Feder, age 
86, of Centerbrook, 
Connecticut passed away 
peacefully on February 2, 
2022. She was born in New 
York City on November 5th, 
1935, to Toby and Diana 
Kurzband. After graduating 
from the Bronx High School of 
Science, Syracuse University, 
Wak. and the Bank Street College 
- ; of Education, Paula taught 
third and fourth baie at PS 64 in Manhattan for eleven 
years. In 1965, she moved to Connecticut with her hus- 
band. She was a successful writer of children's books 
and a gardener; she was able to follow her passion at 
Clinton Nurseries and private homes. 
She is survived by her beloved daughter, Sarah Feder 
Weaver of Glastonbury, Connecticut, her former hus- 
band and the father of her daughter, Yves Feder, and 
his wife, Linda Skernick, of Bath, Maine, her sister, 
Karen Hewitt of Burlington, Vermont, her nephew, 
Corin Hewitt, his wife Molly Mcfadden, and 
her grandniece, Martine Hewitt of Richmond, Virginia, 
and her cousins Ana and John Turetsky of Oakland, 
California, and Benjamin Svetsky of Tel Aviv, Israel. 
Paula is the author of several popular children's books 
including “Where Does the Teacher Live’ and ‘The 
Featherbed Journey’. She continued to write up until 
the last few months of her life and was an enthusiastic 
participant in the Children’s Book Writers Group. She 
was a member of Beth Shalom Radfe Zedek Synagogue 
in Chester, Connecticut which was an important part of 
her life. She will be remembered for her adventurous 
Spirit with a lifelong sense of curiosity, compassion, 
and generosity. 
The family would like to thank the staff at Madison 
House and Beacon Hospice who took amazing care of 
Paula in her final days. 
There will be a graveside service in the Beth Shalom 
Section of Fountain Hill Cemetery, 57 High Street in 
Deep River on Sunday, February 6, 2022, at 12:00 Noon. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to Beth Shalom Radfe Zedek Synagogue, 55 East 
Kings Highway, Chester, CT 06412 in her memory. 
To share a memory of Paula or send a condolence to 
her family please visit www.rwwfh.com Arrangements 
are in the care of the Robinson, Wright & Weymer 
Funeral Home in Centerbrook. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Godin, Philip G 


77, died peacefully  sur- 
rounded by family on January 
30th after a courageous fight 
with Covid-19. 
Phil was born January 16th, 
1945 in Waterbury, Vermont 
to Forrest and Ruth Godin. 
He was raised there until 
moving to Stafford, CT with 
his four brothers Lawrence, 
Calvin, Reggie, and Roger 
as well as sister Joyce. He 
graduated from Stafford High 
School, later enlisting in the United States 
Navy where he was a veteran and served 
as a radar man on the USS Danielson. He 
x“ returned home to Stafford where he began 
his career as an electrician for Combustion Engineering, 
Tyco, and Emhart Corporation. 
Phil was an avid sports fan of baseball, football, hockey 
and golf. A loving father and husband, he is survived by 
wife Deborah who he relocated with in Pickens, SC for 
the past several years. He will be missed by loving sons 
Phil, Dean, James and Timothy as well as immediate 
family member Bruce Stoddard. His grandchildren Ryu, 
Dillon, Parker and Stella became the light of his life. 
As was his wish, there will not be services for Phil and 
donations in his honor can be made to the St. Jude's 
Children's’ Hospital. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Kaczmarczyk, Linda M. (Scully) 


Linda Marie Kaczmarczyk 
(Scully) passed away peace- 
fully at home with her loving 
family by her side on Monday, 
January 31, 2022. Linda will 
be missed by all who knew 
her. She was known for 
Spending time in her garden, 
her amazing cooking and her 
lifelong passion of caring for 
others. Linda leaves behind 
her best friend and husband 
of seven years, David Kaczmarczyk and her three won- 
derful daughters; Victoria, Rebecca and Stephanie (St. 
Germain) along with their spouses, Brian Herrmann, 
Rudy Matta and Josh Tyler. Linda was looking forward 
to meeting her first grandson as she adored her three 
granddaughters Rowan, Quinn and Olivia. Linda is also 
Survived by her brothers, Raymond and Mark Scully and 
his wife Donna. We take comfort in Knowing that she is 
reunited with her parents, Ellen and Raymond Scully, 
her sister Lorrie and brother Eric. We know that Linda 
will be watching over her loved ones from above until 
the time comes when we meet again. A private funeral 
service will be planned for the spring. The family would 
like to give a heartfelt thank you to Sheila and to the 
Visiting Nurse and Health Services members who en- 
abled Linda to come home and cared so well for her in 
her final days. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Parker, Peter J. 


Peter J. Parker (Spiderman), 

85, passed away on February 

1, 2022. Peter was prede- 

ceased by his wife Joan 

Parker. He is survived by his 

four daughters, Katie 

Sziabowski and her partner 

John Zielinski of New Britain, 

Karen Parker Ouellette of 

New Britain, Sandy Parker St. 

Laurent of Newington and 

Linda Ganter and her husband 

restite John Ganter of Hampton, CT. 

And Peter’ S brother Paul Pante and his wife 

Miriam of Sarasota, FL. Four Grandchildren, 

Keith Sziabowski, Paul Sziabowski, Micaela 

Ganter and SSG David Ganter. Along with 3 

Great Grandchildren, several nieces and nephews and 

SO many friends. Peter was born on January 15, 1937 in 

New Britain, CT. Peter was a proud Navy Veteran, serv- 

ing from 1955-1961 as a submariner on the USS 

Nautilus, the USS Fulton and the USS Salem. Peter was 

then employed by the New Britain Police Dept from 

1968, which he served as a homicide detective, until 

retiring in 1991. There will be a private family burial. 

Those who wish to gather in memory of Peter are wel- 

come to raise a glass with friends and family at the 

VFW at 7 Northwest Dr in Plainville, CT on Saturday, 

February 12 from 12 noon-3:00. New Britain Memorial 

& Donald D. Sagarino Funeral Home, 444 Farmington 

Avenue, New Britain has been entrusted with arrange- 

ments. For an online memorial, please visit www. 
NewBritainSagarino.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Melillo, Joseph 


Joseph Melillo, 83, entered God's kingdom on February 1, 2022, after a heroic battle with 
cancer. His final days were spent at home in Salisbury, Connecticut surrounded by his 
loving wife of 61 years, Suzanne Melillo, as well as family and friends. 
At Joe’s request, no calling hours or funeral services will be held. A memorial service to 
celebrate Joe’s life with family and close friends will take place in the coming weeks. 
Information will be shared at a future date once details are finalized. 
Joe was born on May 1, 1938, to Augustine and Julia Melillo in New Haven, Connecticut. 
After graduating from East Haven High School in 1956, he went on to earn his Bachelor's 
Degree in mechanical engineering at the University of Connecticut, and subsequently his 
Master's Degree through Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. He spent his entire 33-year 
career as a mechanical engineering program manager at United Technologies. 
As a devout Christian, Joe was a living example of Biblical love as described in 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7. He was best Known and remembered for his humble illustration of loving kindness 
to everyone he encountered -- the embodiment of an exemplary son, brother, husband, father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather and friend. 
In 1960, he married his high school sweetheart, Suzanne Melillo, and together had four children: Leslie Phelps, 
Jennifer Schon, Stephanie Wright (Spouse Dane Wright) and Christopher Melillo. Joe is also survived by his sister, 
Rita Marotti (Spouse Louis Marotti); 5 grandchildren, Melissa Grey (Spouse Dustin Grey), Shannon Wright, Kyla Martin 
(Spouse Thomas Martin), Jordann Campion (spouse Thomas Campion) and Elliot Phelps; and 5 great-grandchildren. 
After retiring in 1993, he moved to New Hampshire with his wife, where they enjoyed 24 years before returning to 
Connecticut. Joe loved spending his days outdoors working in his woodshop creating beautiful craftsman quality 
furniture, hiking, fishing, and preparing fabulous meals for his family and friends, and feeding anyone who walked 
into his home. One of his most favorite things to do was spend summer vacations with his extended family in New 
Hampshire, and more recently at the beach, riding and tumbling in the ocean waves. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Joe’s honor to: 
Yale Cancer Center: Office of Development: P.O. Box 1849, New Haven, CT 06508-1849 
Or online at: https://www.yalecancercenter.org/gifts/ 
Funeral Arrangements have been entrusted with Heritage Funeral Home, Suffield. Online condolences please visit: 
www. SuffieldFuneralHome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Stevens, Jr, Kenneth Converse 


Kenneth Converse Stevens, Jr., 86, of Bend, OR, formerly of Cheshire, CT, died November 
20, 2021 after a very short illness. Ken was born in Hartford, CT on December 31, 1934 to 
Kenneth Converse Stevens and Julie (Roulier) Stevens. 


He is survived by his beloved wife of 64 years Perry (Smith) Stevens, his daughters Julie 
Kosch of Skowhegan, ME and Alissa (Rick) Waring of Bend, OR, son Scott (Lucinda) Stevens 
of Rocky Hill, CT and grandchildren Dylan Waring, Madeline and Alexandra Stevens, and step 
granddaughter Lindsay (Mike) Chitwood. In addition to his parents he was predeceased 
by his son in law Thomas Kosch and step brother Allen (Rose) Frazier. During his younger 
years, Ken earned his letter on the high school swim team and achieved the Eagle Scout 
Badge with the Boy Scouts of America. He attended the Immanuel Congregational Church 
in Hartford, CT where he met Perry and where they eventually were married in 1957. 





Ken was a graduate of Hartford Public High School (1953) and received a B.S. degree in Agriculture from 
the University of Connecticut (1957). From 1957-1968 he worked as a Soil Scientist for the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service where he conducted soil classification fieldwork for the Fairfield County, New 

eros Haven County and Tolland County SCS Soil Survey publications which are still widely utilized by many to 
this day. From 1969-1974 Ken worked as a Regional Planner and Conservation Specialist with the Central Naugatuck 
Regional Planning Agency in Waterbury, CT. In 1974 Ken joined Cahn Engineers, Inc. as an Environmental Planner 
where he also mapped soils and flagged wetlands. During the 1970's to late 1980's, Ken was the sole proprietor 
of a part time business Known as Stevens Greenhouses at 968 Coleman Road in Cheshire where he was a grower 
of snapdragons, chrysanthemums and geraniums that were sold to dozens of florists in the area. Perry and their 
children also worked at the family’s greenhouse business and sold Christmas trees for many years. 





In 1978 he founded Soil Science And Environmental Services, Inc. in Cheshire, CT and worked alongside his son 
Scott for 26 years until his retirement in 2014 at age 79. The firm continues to specialize in wetland delineations, 
environmental assessments and soil testing for developers, engineers and thousands of property owners throughout 
the state. As a Registered Professional Soil Scientist, Ken not only had an advanced knowledge of soils & wetlands 
but he also had a green thumb and loved tending to his garden and plants. He enjoyed genealogy, boating, play- 
ing bridge and spending time with his family and friends. He also greatly enjoyed his family’s cottage at Lake 
Pocotopaug in East Hampton, CT along with numerous winter vacations in Maui. Ken was a member of many local 
boards, commissions, professional organizations and service groups including the Cheshire Water Pollution Control 
Authority (19 years), Cheshire Environment Commission, Cheshire Land Trust & Exchange Club, Cheshire Chamber 
of Commerce, Society of Soil Scientists of Southern New England, National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists and 
the Central Oregon Military Officers Association of America. For many years Ken was a member and deacon of the 
First Congregational Church in Cheshire, CT. 


For 28 years Ken served both active and inactive duty for the United States Air Force. Ken completed four years 
of ROTC at UCONN in 1957 and began active duty. He enjoyed telling thrilling stories of flying a T-33 trainer jet 
(at Lockbourne AFB in Ohio) through the clouds and doing barrel rolls & a loop before almost passing out. From 
1958-1960 he was assigned to serve as a photography officer at Shaw AFB in SC (where his daughter Julie was born). 
After active duty, Ken served in the reserves at Bradley Field, Westover AFB, Dover AFB, McGuire AFB and a few other 
bases located abroad. While the Air Force didn't utilize Ken as a pilot, he was assigned the responsibility of loading 
several types of cargo planes including the C-123, C-130 and C-5. Ken eventually earned the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel and was the Commander of his 59th Aerial Port Squadron at Westover Air Force base in Massachusetts. He 
retired from the Air Force in 1985 and received a Wartime Service Medal in 2007. The entire family is very proud of 
Grandpa's long service with the United States Air Force that defends our country. 


In 2014, Ken & Perry moved to Bend, OR to spend time with family and explore the wonders of the Pacific Northwest. 
Ken liked gardening around his house at Touchmark senior living community, visiting all the national & local parks, 
hiking trails and canoeing on the Deschutes River near their home, enjoying craft beers at local breweries and 
restaurants, spending time with his family, and researching family history. Just prior to his passing, Ken enjoyed a 
wonderful vacation trip back east to visit many of his old friends, family members and drive around Connecticut. The 
family is planning a memorial service to be held at the First Congregational Church in Cheshire on Tuesday March 22, 
2022 at 3:00pm. Memorial contributions can be made in Ken’s memory to the American Cancer/Lymphoma Society. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Silver, Bertha 


Bertha (Finkelstein) Silver, 

born 07/01/31, passed away 

peacefully in her sleep on 

02/03/22 at the age of 90. 

Bertha, Nana to everyone 

who Knew and loved her, was 

born in Queens, NY, and lived 

in Newington, CT for over 60 

years. Bertha was prede- 

ceased by her loving hus- 

band, Fred, ten older siblings, 

- and parents. Being the matri- 

arch, Nana, the queen, dedicated her life to raising 

three generations of her family. Her family was her 

pride, joy, and the reason she got up every morning. 

Food was Nana's love language; remembered for her 

Silver dollar pancakes, stuffed artichokes, stuffed cab- 

bage, and baked mac and cheese. She never met a 

lobster she didn't love, “That was the best I’ve ever 

had,” was her signature statement after every meal. 

Her contagious smile and positivity projected onto ev- 

eryone she met. Nana provided a warmth and comfort 

that always made you feel at home. She loved the 

beach, animals, gardening, sushi dates with her grand- 

children, and Chinese food from Great Taste. Her favor- 

ite memories were times spent in Rocky Point, LI and 

sitting around her dining room table on Thanksgiving 

Day surrounded by family. Nana leaves behind her 

children, Jay, Bonnie, Shari, Allyson, spouses, eight 

grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. Services 

will be held Tuesday, February 11th, at 11:00 am at 

Temple Sinai in Newington, followed by a luncheon. In 

lieu of flowers, a donation can be made to the Jewish 

National Fund, jnf.org, for a tree to be planted in 
Bertha’s name. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





veryone leaves a legacy. 
Celebrate an extraordinary 
life by creating an enduring 
Life Story on Legacy.com 
with biograpfty, photos, 
eulogies, letters and 
cherished mementtoes. 


‘For more information, 





visit the obituary section 
on courant.com to share 
memories of loved ones. 





_Tasillo, Robert M 


Robert M. Tasillo, 56, of 
Windsor was reunited with 
his loving parents on Tuesday, 
February 1, 2022. He was 
born on May 21, 1965, in 
Hartford, CT to the late 
Richard and Corinne (Argenta) 
Tasillo. He attended local 
schools and was a graduate 
of Windsor High School class 
of 1983 where he played ice 
hockey. Robert continued his 
education at The University 
of Connecticut where he received his bach- 
elor’s degree in English. He was an active 
communicant of St. Damien of Molokai 
Parish since his early years. 


Robert enjoyed hockey and tennis. He spent his time 
playing cards, going out to eat at his favorite local 
restaurants with his two brothers, and spending time 
with his sister Lynne’s family. 


Robert was a loving brother, uncle, and friend. He is 
Survived by his brothers, Gary Tasillo and his wife 
Kathryn of Windsor and Gregory Tasillo and his wife 
Alison of Windsor; his sister, Lynne Lapinski and her 
husband Alexander of Portland; many nieces and neph- 
ews, Abriana, Andrew, Samantha, Christina, Peter, Paul, 
Mia, and Quinn; and his great niece, Isabella. 


A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Tuesday, 
February 8, 2022, 10:00 am at St. Gabriel Church, 379 
Broad Street, Windsor, CT. A private family burial will be 
held in New St. Francis Cemetery, Torrington. Memorial 
donations in Robert's memory may be made to St. 
Damien of Molokai Parish, 379 Broad Street, Windsor, 
CT 06095. For online expressions of sympathy please 
visit, www.carmonfuneralhome.com. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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hare memories, 


express condolences, 


and celebrate life in 


the obituary section 


on courant.com. 





Ask us for our listing of 


emblems and how we can 
help you personalize your 


loved one’s obituary. 
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Darien urged to reconsider Open Choice plan 


Program is designed to bring more diversity, 
equity to state’s racially segregated schools 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


Democratic lawmakers are 
calling on the Darien Board of 
Education to reconsider its deci- 
sion Tuesday to reject a plan to 
participate in a pilot Open Choice 
program that would have admit- 


ted 16 kindergarten students from 
Norwalk into four Darien elemen- 
tary schools. 

Open Choice, a program designed 
to bring more diversity and equity 
to Connecticut’s racially segregated 
schools, emerged in recent weeks 
as a controversial issue within the 
affluent, mostly white suburb. 


Friday. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Panel: Doctors trained locall 


The board voted 5-4 to reject 
the plan, with some members 
citing concerns over cost, class 
sizes and timing as the district 
recovers from COVID-related 
learning loss. 

On Thursday, state Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Duff, of 
Norwalk, issued a joint statement 
with state Sens. Pat Billie Miller, 
of Stamford, and Will Haskell, 
of Westport, asking the board to 
reconsider. 
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“We're just not keeping them. We’re not keeping the (medical) students in the state,” Dr. Bob Russo, CSMS chief medical officer, said on am 


“Last legislative session we were 
proud to expand the successful 
Open Choice program to include 
Norwalk, opening the door for 
students to attend public schools 
in surrounding towns, including 
Darien,’ they wrote. 

“Open Choice is a win-win, 
allowing both urban and suburban 
students to gain exposure to new 
communities and experiences,” the 
statement continues. “Strengthen- 
ing the understandings of diversity 
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‘mostly leave Connecticut’ 


State Medical Society want this, plus health insurance issues, addressed by lawmakers 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


With Connecticut’s 2022 legislative session 
fast approaching, physicians at the helm of 
the Connecticut State Medical Society drew 
attention Friday to the state’s inability to retain 
medical students and the need to reduce the 
burdens placed on physicians by health insur- 
ance companies. 

“We have great medical schools,” Dr. Bob 
Russo, CSMS chief medical officer, said on a 
media call Friday detailing the organization’s 
legislative goals. “We’re just not keeping them. 
We’re not keeping the students in the state.” 

Few medical students and residents remain 


No one is ‘keeping state money; 
CT nursing home owner says 


concerns that JACC could use the 
sale of the business as an excuse 
not to give the raises, which had 
been approved by the state legisla- 
ture last year and funded through 


Officials express concern that sale of business could 
be used as an excuse to withhold employee raises 


By Dave Altimari 
CT Mirror 


The owners of a Willimantic 


Place is completed, Wynne said, 
the state funds will be distrib- 
uted to the roughly 100 employ- 


in Connecticut after their educational and 
training programs end, largely due to financial 
burdens, said CSMS legislative chairman Dr. 
David Emmel. Many find the cost of living in 
Connecticut too high, he said, and are strapped 
with educational debt that propels them to 
more lucrative positions in other states. 

“The physicians we train in Connecticut 
mostly leave Connecticut,” he said. “It’s really 
painful to watch them go and it’s hard for prac- 
tices that are trying to attract the best young 
physicians to get them to come to Connecticut.” 

Emmel called on the legislature to address 
the “brain drain” through loan forgiveness 
programs and other efforts aimed at helping 
young physicians set up their practices in-state. 


Medicare. 


“We are afraid they are going 
to sell it and take off with the 


Members of the CSMS — which represents 
4,000 physicians across Connecticut — also 
raised concerns about the growing consol- 
idation of medical practices across the state, 
which they attributed, in part, to the burden- 
some requirements placed on small practices 
by health insurance companies. 

Often, small practices struggle with the 
voluminous administrative tasks required 
by insurance companies, physicians said. 
High-deductible plans and prior authoriza- 
tion requirements, which compel physicians to 
receive permission from an insurance company 
before performing a procedure, are among the 


Turn to Doctors, Page 2 


and inclusion among our young 
people cannot be done with just a 
mission statement. Diversity and 
inclusion are lived, not just prom- 
ised.” 

State Sen. Matt Lesser, a Demo- 
crat from Middletown, took to 
Twitter to share his disappoint- 
ment. “This would have been a 
win-win for both communities 
and the state as a whole,” he wrote. 


Turn to Schools, Page 2 


Technology 
company 
plans Hartford 
expansion 


GalaxE. Solutions 
plans to hire another 
180 employees 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


GalaxE.Solutions, the New 
Jersey-based information tech- 
nology company that raised 
its corporate flag in downtown 
Hartford in 2019, said Thursday 
it is expanding in the city again, 
with plans to hire another 180 
technology workers. 

Since establishing a hub in 
Hartford, GalaxE, a company 
that works primarily in the insur- 
ance and health care industries, 
has hired about 220 employees 
so far, said Tim Bryan, GalaxE’s 
chief executive. 

With the pandemic still a 
concern, those employees are 
working remotely, the major- 
ity of them in the Greater Hart- 
ford area, Bryan said. But the 
company has leased an entire 
floor that GalaxE plans to “fill up” 
once it is safe. 

“We are filling technology jobs 
in Hartford and in doing that, 
we’re helping to reinforce the 
image of Hartford as a technology 
hub where businesses can come 
and expect to have a robust tech- 
nology workforce,” Bryan said, in 
an interview. 

Hartford’s efforts to raise its 
profile as a center of innovation 
and technology got a major boost 
when India-based Infosys said 
in late 2018 it would locate a $21 
million hub downtown, hiring as 
many as 1,000 workers. 

Last year, HCL Technologies, 
an Indian technology company 
that provides digital services to 
businesses, leased space at State 
House Square and announced 
plans to hire 200 for anew global 
delivery center downtown. 

GalaxE’s Bryan said 100 of the 
new jobs planned for Hartford 
were formerly tech workers at 
an offshore company in the Phil- 
lipines. The workers will staff a 
service desk for a major GalaxE 
customer. 

“So we’re not talking you or 
me calling a credit card answer- 
ing center,” Bryan said. “We’re 
talking about a desk where 
computer problems inside a 
company are identified and the 
first steps to diagnosing remedi- 
ation are taken.” 

Another 80 employees will 
be part of a workforce develop- 


Turn to Tech, Page 2 


CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Average new cases per 


day drops below 1,500 


State hospitalizations, 
positivity rate decline 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


nursing home under investigation 
for not passing a funding increase 
to its employees have told officials 
they are selling the business and 
want the new owner to decide 
how the money should be spent. 

In a letter to the state Depart- 
ment of Social Services, JACC 
Healthcare Chief Financial Offi- 
cer Jack Wynne said the poten- 
tial new owner, Sam Fisher, has 
been involved in talks with union 
officials and that they are “finaliz- 
ing the terms for distributing the 
funds to both the union members 
and remaining staff.” 

Once the sale of Vanderman 


ees owed a bump in pay. 

“No one is absconding with any 
money or keeping state money,” 
Wynne said in an interview with 
the CT Mirror. 

“We have every intention of 
getting that money to the work- 
force,” Wynne said. “We decided 
it was better to wait until the 
transfer of ownership occurred 
and allow the new owner to 
decide how the funds are distrib- 
uted, but perhaps that was a 
mistake on our part, because the 
transfer has taken longer than 
anticipated.” 

Both union officials and 
state legislators had expressed 


money and take advantage of the 
state,” state Rep. Susan Johnson, 
D-Windham, said. 

Johnson is one of three legis- 
lators who signed a letter to DSS 
asking it to investigate why JACC 
hasn’t allocated the 4.5% pay 
increase to its employees. 

The one-time increase was 
designed to reward nursing 
home staff at the front line of the 
pandemic. The virus has taken a 
heavy toll on nursing home staff 
and residents over the past two 
years. 


Turn to Money, Page 2 


Connecticut’s COVID-19 
metrics continued to decline 
on Friday, as the state’s average 
number of daily cases reached 
its lowest point in roughly seven 
weeks. 

The state’s number of patients 
hospitalized with COVID-19, as 
well as its weekly test positivity rate, 
have fallen steadily in recent weeks. 
Even so, Dr. Ulysses Wu, the chief 
epidemiologist of Hartford Health- 
Care, urged residents not to discon- 
tinue COVID-19 safety measures. 

“The drop in numbers is very 
positive... but we’ve been through 
so many waves before,” he said. 


Connecticut residents should 
still seek out vaccinations and 
booster shots and continue to 
mask in order to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 transmission, he said. 

“All of us want a return to 
normalcy, and the only way to get 
back to that is to truly flatten the 
curve, and not go through another 
wave,” he said. 


Cases and 
positivity rate 


Connecticut on Friday reported 
1,269 new COVID-19 cases out of 
19,296 tests administered, for a 
daily positivity rate of 6.58%. The 
state’s seven-day positivity rate 
now stands at 7.18%, the lowest it 
has been since Dec. 20. 
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Robber had machete, 
but got no money from 
restaurant, police say 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A machete-wielding 
robber who tried to steal 
cash from a Newington 
Wendy’s early Friday ended 
up leaving with only a work- 
er’s cellphone, police said. 
No one was injured. 

The thief walked into the 
closed restaurant at 2384 
Berlin Turnpike about 1:15 
a.m. through an unlocked 
door. He then confronted 
employees while brandish- 
ing what they described asa 
machete, demanding money, 


police said. 

One of the workers was 
able to convince the robber 
that the money was locked 
up and that they didn’t 
have access to it. The thief 
grabbed an employee’s cell- 
phone and left, fleeing in a 
dark vehicle. 

Anyone with information 
about the holdup is asked to 
call the Newington Police 
Department at 860-666- 
8445. 


Christine Dempsey can 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


Cops: Man critically injured 
in stabbing in Hartford 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A man was critically 
injured when he was stabbed 
repeatedly in Hartford 
Friday, police said. 

Officers received a report 
shortly after 4:30 a.m. of a 
person who had been stabbed 
at 22 Elliott St., an apartment 
building in the Barry Square 
neighborhood. When they 
arrived, they found a man 
in his 40s in the lobby with 
numerous stab wounds, 
police said. 

He was taken to the hospi- 
tal, where he was listed in 
critical condition, Lt. Aaron 


Virus 
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As of Friday, Connecticut 
was averaging 1,439 COVID- 
19 cases per day — the first 
time that the metric dipped 
below 1,500 in about seven 
weeks. 

All eight Connecticut 
counties — with nearly the 
rest of the country — remain 
at “high” levels of COVID- 
19 transmission as defined 
by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion. With this level of trans- 
mission, the CDC advises 
people to wear a mask in 
public indoor settings. 


Hospitalizations 


As of Friday, Connecti- 
cut had 785 patients hospi- 
talized with COVID-19, a 
reduction of 84 individu- 
als since Thursday and the 
lowest hospitalizations have 
been since Dec. 19. 

Hospital officials say 
some patients hospitalized 
with COVID-19 were admit- 
ted for non-coronavirus 
reasons before testing posi- 
tive upon arrival but that a 
majority have significant 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

According to the state, 
52.1% of people hospital- 
ized with COVID-19 are 
not fully vaccinated. Hospi- 
tal officials say the rate is 
significantly higher when 
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On Tuesday, DSS offi- 
cials sent the legislators a 
follow-up letter, signed by 
DSS Commissioner Deidre 
Gifford, assuring them they 
are aware of the situation 
at Vanderman Place and 
that they have asked JACC 
to provide payroll records 
demonstrating that such 
wage enhancements were 
indeed paid to its employees. 

“In the alternative, if such 


Tech 


from Page 1 


ment program focused on 
information technology. 
The program is designed to 
recruit and train a “cultur- 
ally, racially and ethically 
diverse and inclusive work- 
force,’ with an emphasis on 
hiring city residents, GalaxE 
said, in a release. 
Increasingly, compa- 
nies of all sizes are turning 
to information technology 
companies such as GalaxE 
and HCL because of the 
rapid pace of change in 
computer technology. 
Bloomfield-based Cigna, 
the health insurance giant, 


Boisvert said late Friday 
morning. 

Boisvert said police do 
not believe the stabbing is 
connected to a shooting at 
the same address Sunday. In 
that incident, aman in his 30s 
was shot about 3:45 a.m. That 
man is expected to survive. 

The police department’s 
Major Crimes and Crime 
Scene divisions are investi- 
gating the stabbing. Anyone 
with information about it is 
asked to call the police tip line 
at 860-722-8477 (TIPS). 


Christine Dempsey can 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


considering only patients 
with severe symptoms. 


Deaths 


Connecticut reported 175 
additional COVID-19 deaths 
on Thursday, bringing its 
total during the pandemic 
to 10,083. 

The United States has 
now recorded 897,885 
COVID-19 deaths, according 
to the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins 
University. 


Vaccinations 


As of Friday, 92.8% of all 
Connecticut residents and 
95% of those 5 and older 
had received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 76.7% of all residents 
and 80.8% of those 5 and 
older were fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 
51.2% of fully vaccinated 
Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a 
booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are sometimes 
misclassified as first doses, 
likely inflating the reported 
number of first-dose cover- 
age and understating the 
true number of people who 
have received boosters. 


Eliza Fawcett can be 
reached at elfawcett@ 
courant.com. 


wage enhancements had 
not yet been provided to 
employees, the Department 
requested that the facil- 
ity identify a written plan, 
including the timeframe, 
for providing staff with such 
intended wage enhance- 
ments,” Gifford wrote. 
Gifford said that DSS 
could recoup the funds in 
several ways if the pay raises 
were not granted, including 
taking the funding out of 
future Medicare payments 
or entering into a repay- 
ment agreement with the 


was instrumental in bringing 
GalaxE to Hartford. GalaxE 
was a longtime vendor to 
Express Scripts, the phar- 
macy benefits manager that 
Cigna acquired in 2018. 

Prior to the pandemic, 
GalaxE had talked about 
wanting the buy a building 
in downtown Hartford for 
its offices. Bryan said a deci- 
sion ona purchase is on hold 
until GalaxE determines its 
office space needs for Hart- 
ford as the pandemic winds 
down. 

Hartford Mayor Luke 
Bronin Thursday praised 
the expansion announce- 
ment. 

“Our city is a hub for 
information technology, and 





Students exit a Sioux City Community School District bus stopped on 26th Street on Dec. 6, 2021. Democratic lawmakers 
are calling on the Darien Board of Education to reconsider its decision Tuesday to reject a plan to participate in a pilot Open 
Choice program that would have admitted 16 kindergarten students from Norwalk into four Darien elementary schools. 


TIM HYNDS/AP 


Schools 


from Page 1 


David Dineen, Darien 
board chair and elected as 
a Republican, joined the 
board’s three Democrats in 
voting in favor. The board’s 
other five Republican 
members voted against. 

Darien is far from the 
only suburban commu- 
nity to express reluctance 
toward Open Choice. 
Danbury, which hoped 
to send some students to 
neighboring districts in the 
fall, is delaying because not 
enough surrounding towns 
stepped up. 

New Canaan also said no 
to taking a small number of 
Norwalk students. West- 
port and Weston, which 
already educate some 
students from Bridgeport 
through Open Choice, will 
welcome some Norwalk 
students instead. 

Jamilah Prince-Stew- 
art, executive director of 
FaithActs for Education, 
a faith-based nonprofit, 
said Darien’s vote was no 
surprise. “We see countless 
communities vote against 
educating Black and Brown 
children,” she wrote in a 
statement. 

Superintendent Dr. Alan 
Addley, a spirited Open 
Choice advocate with more 
than 20 years of experience 
with the program, told the 
Courant that he was disap- 
pointed with the board’s 


Doctors 


from Page 1 


major obstacles. 

“When you go to the 
insurance company and 
say, ‘I want to do cata- 
ract surgery, or ‘I want to 
get an MRI, you need to 
go through a process that 


vote but “certainly respects” 
its decision. “That is the 
governance role of the board 
and the system of checks 
and balances,” he said. 

Open Choice remains 
one of the most cost-ef- 
fective ways to meet the 
goals outlined in Darien’s 
board-approved strategic 
plan for diversity, equity 
and inclusion, Addley said. 

Under the proposal 
championed by Addley, the 
district would have admit- 
ted 16 kindergarten-aged 
Norwalk students across 
four Darien elementary 
schools. 

The students likely 
would have been predom- 
inantly Black or Hispanic, 
in line with Norwalk Public 
Schools’ minority-majority 
demographics. 

By and large, Open 
Choice programs provide 
some students of color 
from Connecticut’s urban 
centers with the option of 
receiving an education in 
the predominantly white, 
well-funded and typically 
high-performing suburbs. 
The program is reciprocal, 
but few suburban students 
generally participate. 

Program advocates, 
like the aforementioned 
lawmakers, routinely 
describe this as a positive 
for both city and suburban 
students. “Growing up in a 
diverse classroom prepares 
our students to succeed 
when they go on to college 
and when they go on to 


is long and can be very 
tedious,” Russo said. At 
times, prior authorizations 
are retroactively denied, 
burdening patients with 
unexpected bills. And in 
some cases, waiting for 
authorization can delay 
needed care. 

The society’s other goals 
for the upcoming legislative 


company. 

“The Department has 
various recoupment options 
available and explores each 
carefully, so that the agency 
does not inadvertently harm 
cash flow in sucha way as to 
negatively impact residents. 
The Department is explor- 
ing all such options in this 
case.” 

Union officials have esti- 
mated that JACC is sitting 
on anywhere from $125,000 
to $250,000 in state funding. 

DSS sent a letter to JACC 
officials on Jan. 11 asking 


we’re proud to have compa- 
nies like GalaxE.Solutions 
that build partnerships and 
invest in the people of Hart- 
ford,’ Bronin said. 


Kenneth R. Gosselin can 
be reached at kgosselin@ 
courant.com. 


Tim Bryan, chief executive of 
GalaxE.Solutions, right, talks 
with Matt Fleury, president 
and chief executive of the 
Connecticut Science Center 
after GalaxE announced 

in 2019 that it had opened 
an innovation center 

in downtown Hartford. 
COURANT FILE PHOTO 


for an accounting of the 
funding, including payroll 
records and receipts. The 
letter gave them 30 days to 
respond, and Wynne said 
they have done so. 

In the JACC’s Jan. 19 
response, Wynne wrote, 
“We have received your 
letter dated January 11, 
2022 related to the use of the 
4.5% rate increase for the 
use of wage enhancements. 
Please be advised that JACC 
Healthcare is in the process 
of transferring the license of 
JACC Healthcare Center of 


adult life,” Addley told the 
Courant. 

But even if the Darien 
school board were to give in 
to pressure from lawmak- 
ers, other advocacy groups 
question whether Open 
Choice is the best way 
forward — particularly as 
school boards show reti- 
cence to participate in the 
voluntary, decades-old 
program. 

“Open Choice isn’t the 
only solution. Closing 
the racial funding gap is,” 
Prince-Stewart said. 

“We hear the cries 
from communities like 
Danbury and Norwalk,” 
Prince-Stewart said. “But 
when state leaders had the 
opportunity to fund char- 
ter schools with proven 
records for students of 
color in those communi- 
ties, they passed the buck to 
neighboring districts who 
don’t even want to take in 
our children.” 

Jennifer D. Barahona, 
executive director of 
Norwalk ACTS, acknowl- 
edged the benefits of Open 
Choice, but only if imple- 
mented with “care and 
consideration.” 

Barahona, who grew 
up in Darien, said there is 
extensive support within 
the town to take steps 
toward fostering a more 
diverse community. 

But she also empha- 
sized the need for predom- 
inantly white districts to 
be “adequately prepared 


session include addressing 
the pediatric mental health 
crisis, preventing physi- 
cian burnout and expand- 
ing access to telehealth 
services. 
“Telemedicine has 
worked very well during the 
pandemic and the General 
Assembly and governor 
need to keep it going,” said 


Windham (d.b.a Vanderman 
Place) to Sam Fisher.” 

“On Friday January 
14th, representatives from 
the Department of Public 
Healthcare performed a 
physical plant inspection, 
which I believe was one of 
the last remaining items 
to be completed prior to 
the approval of the license 
transfer. Due to this pending 
transfer, which is expected 
to be finalized in the coming 
weeks, Mr. Fisher has been 
involved in the process of 
determining the allocation 


to receive and care for the 
needs of Brown and Black 
students.” 

Districts like Darien need 
to make sure they “have 
the lens for racial bias and 
culturally responsive teach- 
ing, and the support neces- 
sary to tend to the learning 
needs of those students,” 
Barahona said. 

Darien’s plan would 
have included an Open 
Choice liaison, paid for by 
the district, to work with 
school staff and commu- 
nity members, and help the 
Norwalk students accli- 
mate to Darien schools. 

Cooperative Educational 
Services, which coordinates 
Open Choice in the region, 
also provides a liaison to 
participating districts. 

Like Prince-Stewart, 
Barahona thinks there are 
other ways to reduce the 
achievement gaps that 
currently divide Connecti- 
cut children — namely, 
when it comes to funding. 
Darien schools receive 
about $4,000 more per 
student per year than 
Norwalk schools, she said. 

“We would much rather 
have a state that has an 
equitable school funding 
formula that supports the 
needs of all students, and 
not just the 16 that [would 
have gone] from Norwalk 
to Darien,” Barahona said. 


Seamus McAvoy may be 
reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com 


CSMS president Dr. Ron 
Adelman. “It provided 
patients with critical access 
to their physicians during 
COVID-19, particularly 
elderly and immunocom- 
promised patients.” 


Eliza Fawcett can be 
reached at elfawcett@ 
courant.com. 


and distribution of the 4.5% 
funds,” the letter said. 

JACC has already sold its 
other Connecticut facility 
— Davis Place in Danielson 
— to Fisher. The staff at that 
facility has received its 4.5% 
raise. 

“Please be advised it is 
the intention of both JACC 
Healthcare and Mr. Fisher 
to fully utilize the funds to 
enhance the wages for staff 
and we will provide addi- 
tional details in the coming 
days as the terms are final- 
ized,’ the letter said. 
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Family of missing Manchester woman organizing search 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Family and friends of a missing 
Manchester woman plan to search 
for her Sunday around a Bloomfield 
restaurant, the last known place that 
her debit card was used after she 
was reported missing more than a 
month ago. 

Volunteers are welcome to help 
in the search for Sherrian Howe, 22, 
who was last seen by her family on 
Dec. 21, her sister-in-law, Nyesha 
Howe, said Friday. The search is 
set to start at 1 p.m. at the Copaco 
Shopping Center, 335 Cottage Grove 
Road. 


Police: 
Cheney Tech 
student hit 
by car dies 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A 15-year-old high school student 
who was hit by a car in Manchester 
this week died Friday, police said. 

The teen was pronounced dead 
at Connecticut Children’s, Lt. Ryan 
Shea said. He did not release her 
name, but she was a student at 
Howell Cheney Technical High 
School, which is around the corner 
from where the collision happened. 

“It’s absolutely tragic for the 
school community,” said Kerry 
Markey, director of communica- 
tions for the Connecticut Technical 
Education and Career System. 

Although the school was closed 
Friday for weather reasons, online 
counseling was offered to students, 
Markey said. She said administra- 
tors plan to open the school Satur- 
day for continued support and will 
provide grief counseling next week 
and will bring in therapy dogs, she 
said. 

The student was struck about 
5:40 p.m. Wednesday on New 
State Road, near the intersection 
with Hilliard Street. Police said she 
suffered “significant, life-threaten- 
ing injuries.” 

The 81-year-old driver of the car 
that police said struck her stopped 
afterward and has been cooperat- 
ing with investigators. He was not 
injured. 

Officers from the Manchester 
Police Department Traffic Unit and 
the Metro Traffic Services Crash 
Reconstruction Team continue to 
investigate. Anyone who saw the 
collision or has information that 
may help investigators is asked 
to call Officer Kevin Jackson at 
860-533-8651. 


Christine Dempsey may be reached 
at cdempsey@courant.com. 


Man charged 
with federal 


tax fraud, 
identity theft 


Staff Report 


A Stafford man was arrested 
Thursday on tax fraud, obstruction 
of justice and identity theft charges, 
according to federal authorities. 

David Kamal, formerly of Hebron, 
appeared before U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Robert A. Richardson in 
Hartford and was released on a 
$50,000 bond, federal authorities 
said. 

A federal grand jury in New 
Haven returned an 11-count indict- 
ment on Feb. 1 charging that Kamal 
“willfully evaded taxes for the 2012 
and 2013 tax years by filing false tax 
returns for those years and provid- 
ing false documentation, including 
invoices and bank statements, to an 
attorney for the IRS in connection 
with tax court proceedings.” 

“Kamal then filed false tax returns 
for the 2014 through 2017 tax years 
by claiming $153,400, $148,910, 
$49,300, and $50,247 in unreim- 
bursed medical expenses, respec- 
tively,’ federal authorities said in 
a statement. “He also submitted 
false documents in a U.S. Tax Court 
proceeding, and, without authori- 
zation, used an individual’s personal 
information to file false tax returns 
and negotiate federal tax refund 
checks.” 

The indictment charges Kamal 
with two counts of tax evasion, four 
counts of filing a false tax return, 
one count of obstruction of an offi- 
cial proceeding and four counts of 
unlawful use of a means of identifi- 
cation, the statement said. 

The case was investigated by the 
Internal Revenue Service — Crim- 
inal Investigation Division and is 
being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney David T. Huang. 


Manchester police verified there 
was activity on a financial account 
belonging to Sherrian Howe after 
she was reported missing. The 
last known date and place that her 
TD Bank debit card was used was 
Dec. 31 at the iHop restaurant, 339 
Cottage Grove Road, Nyesha Howe 
said. 

A pharmacy technician at a 
Walgreen’s in Manchester, Sher- 
rian Howe was attending college in 
Hartford with the goal of becoming 
a pharmacist. She was living with 
her brother in Manchester, close to 
her job, family members said. 

Howe’s brother was supposed 
to drop her off along with his son 


at the home of her sister, Anthea 
Howe-Denize, in Springfield on 
Dec. 21 for a holiday visit, but she 
was nowhere to be found and did 
not answer phone calls or emails. 

The 2008 Nissan Versa that 
Howe-Denize said she bought for 
her sister was found on Dec. 28 ina 
parking lot off Main Street in Wind- 
sor Locks, police said. Howe’s laptop 
and other belongings were found at 
a nearby hotel in Windsor Locks, 
Howe-Denize said. 

Manchester police say there is no 
record that Howe took a flight out of 
Bradley International Airport. Her 
sister-in-law said Howe’s driver’s 
license and credit cards were left 


PAY 


a 


with her other belongings at the 
hotel and her passport was at home 
in Manchester. The only thing miss- 
ing from her belongings at the hotel, 
Nyesha Howe said Friday, was the 
debit card. The account held about 
$6,800 when Sherrian Howe went 
missing, she said. 

Howe had worsening depres- 
sion and was not eating well, family 
members said. Police boosted the 
case to a silver alert on Dec. 29, 
Manchester police spokesman Lt. 
Ryan Shea has said, after “informa- 
tion was recovered which led inves- 
tigators to believe she may have had 
suicidal ideations at some point 
prior to her disappearance.” 





Howe was described as 5 feet 1, 
weighing about 105 pounds. She also 
is “very timid,’ Howe-Denize said. 

Howe-Denize said she prays 
every day for her sister’s safe return 
and still calls Howe’s phone at least 
once each day to leave a voice mail. 

“I’m so used to talking to her 
every day — it’s part of my routine,” 
she said. “I’m just hoping that she’s 
somewhere and listening to it.” 

Anyone with information about 
Sherrian Howe’s whereabouts is 
urged to call Manchester police at 
860-645-5500. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 
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House Minority Leader Themis Klarides addresses the opening session of the Connecticut Legislature in February 2018 at the state Capitol in Hartford. 
Klarides’ run for Richard Blumenthal’s U.S. Senate seat began with a ‘soft launch; with no campaign website or committee in place prior to the 
announcement in a taped interview aired Sunday on WTNH. JESSICA HILL/AP 


Klarides has ‘soft launch’ in run 
for Blumenthal’s US Senate seat 


By Mark Pazniokas 
CT Mirror 


U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal’s 
reelection campaign began 2022 
with $7.55 million in the bank, a 
big head start on Themis Klarides, 
the Republican who entered the 
race last Sunday not quite ready 
to run. 

As a former state House GOP 
leader, Klarides’ announcement 
made enough ofa splash to attract 
a shoutout Monday from Fox 
News host Laura Ingraham to her 
3.8 million Twitter followers. 

But Klarides had no way to 
capitalize. She had no campaign 
website, no fundraising account 
and has yet to create a campaign 
committee, normally the pieces in 
place before a televised announce- 
ment. 

“That was more of a soft 
launch,” Klarides said this week. 

Klarides confirmed in a taped 
interview aired Sunday on WTNH 
what had been rumored: She was 
abandoning a run for governor to 
seek the Republican nomination 
for U.S. Senate. 

“Once I made the decision to 
do this, I was very excited about 
it, and we wanted to just get it out 
there so people knew where I was, 
and there was no more specula- 
tion,’ Klarides said. 

Klarides said she will create a 
campaign committee no later than 
next week. 

She might have company. 

Leora Levy, a Republican 
National Committee member 
and GOP fundraiser, is making her 
own assessment of a run for U.S. 
Senate, and she quickly signaled 
in emails Sunday that Klarides 
would not dissuade her. 

Blumenthal, a liberal Democrat 
who repeatedly drew personal 
attacks from Donald J. Trump 
when he was president, is catnip 
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Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., walks the halls of the Capitol in 
Washington, on Jan. 19. The year-end reports showed Blumenthal and the 
five U.S. House incumbents, all Democrats, well-prepared financially for 
the coming midterm election. AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES/AP 


for Republicans trying to tap into a 
conservative national donor base. 

Ingraham called the 75-year- 
old senator, who was the state 
attorney general for 20 years 
before his election to the Senate 
in 2010, a “dinosaur.” 

Levy was nominated by Trump 
to be the ambassador to Chile, 
but the Senate never voted on her 
confirmation. Would she seek 
the former president’s support, 
an asset in a GOP primary, less so 
in a blue-state general election? 

She was traveling to the 
RNC’s winter meeting Tues- 
day and declined to comment. If 
she decides to go forward, Levy 
already has made contact with 
consultants experienced in Senate 
races. 

Klarides reached out to Levy 
before her Sunday announce- 
ment, but Klarides said they did 
not connect. 

“T don’t really know what she’s 
doing,” Klarides said. “I know 
where I am, and that’s why I 


wanted to come out and let people 
know very clearly that I’m all in. 
I’m on the road.” 

For his part, Blumenthal put 
out an emailed fundraising appeal 
Monday. He named no Republi- 
can opponent, but said, “I’m up 
against radical, Trump-loyalist 
opponents who want to flip this 
seat.” 

Three Republicans already 
have created campaign commit- 
tees, but only one has demon- 
strated an ability to raise money: 
Peter Lumaj, the 2014 GOP nomi- 
nee for secretary of the state. 

A candidate only since late 
November, Lumaj raised $111,475 
in his first month, according to 
a year-end finance report filed 
Monday with the Federal Elec- 
tion Commission. 

Lumaj says he is in the race to 
stay. 

The year-end reports showed 
Blumenthal and the five U.S. 
House incumbents, all Democrats, 
well-prepared financially for the 


coming midterm election. 

Three of the five congressional 
districts are solidly Democratic, 
while the 2nd and 5th lean Demo- 
cratic but are potentially compet- 
itive. 

Fundraising by state Rep. 
Mike France, R-Ledyard, who 
is running against U.S. Rep. Joe 
Courtney, D-2nd District, sput- 
tered at the end of 2021. 

He spent more money than 
he raised, and he ended the year 
with just $91,000 in his campaign 
account, less than one tenth of 
Courtney’s $959,000. 

George Logan, the former state 
senator challenging U.S. Rep. 
Jahana Hayes, D-5, was the GOP’s 
top performer. He raised $136,114 
in the fourth quarter of 2021, 
bringing his total to $262,803 
since opening his campaign in 
summer. He had nearly $174,000 
cash on hand. 

Hayes spent $150,000 while 
raising $215,000 in the fourth 
quarter. She began January with 
$1.4 million in the bank. 

U.S. Rep. Jim Himes, D-4, 
who is sitting on a $1.9 million 
campaign account, has only token 
opposition so far. U.S. Rep. Rosa L. 
DeLauro, D-3, has no Republican 
opponent yet. 

Republican State Chair Ben 
Proto said two strong candidates 
are considering runs against 
Himes and DeLauro. 

The strongest fundraising 
performance by a congressional 
challenger in the waning months 
of 2021 came from a Democrat. 

Muad Hrezi, a young politi- 
cal newcomer challenging U.S. 
Rep. John B. Larson, D-|st, for 
his party’s nomination, raised 
$182,529 in the last quarter, bring- 
ing his total to $314,804. 

Larson raised $220,141 and had 
$804,379 in the bank. Hrezi had 
$124,251. 


State denies liquor permit renewal for New Haven bar 


Staff report 


The state Department of 
Consumer Protection Liquor 
Control Commission Thursday 
denied a request to renew the café 
liquor permit for The Grand Cafe 
in New Haven. 

The decision means the Grand 
Avenue establishment may no 
longer serve alcoholic liquor, 
according to the agency. 

“This written decision followed 
a public hearing that included 
public testimony from the assigned 


liquor control agent, New Haven 
public officials and members of the 
New Haven community” on Nov. 4 
and Dec. 16, 2021, the agency said 
in a statement. “The public hear- 
ing was prompted by the filing of 
a remonstrance petition, a formal 
document filed by at least 10 New 
Haven residents objecting to the 
renewal of the existing liquor 
permit.” 

The commission found 
“substantial evidence to deny 
the liquor permit’s renewal,” and 
found that the location and permit- 


tee to be unsuitable for a liquor 
permit, the agency said in the state- 
ment. 

“The opportunity to share 
concerns about a business’s effect 
onits surrounding community is an 
important part of the remonstrance 
process,” Consumer Protection 
Commissioner Michelle H. Seagull 
said, also in the statement. “The 
Liquor Control Commission takes 
these decisions very seriously and 
Iappreciate their thoughtful delib- 
eration. I’d also like to thank those 
who attended the hearing, and 


the members of the New Haven 
community and New Haven offi- 
cials who participated in this 
process.” 

The owner of the café could 
not be reached for comment late 
Thursday. 

For more on remonstrances, 
visit ct.gov/dep. Complaints or 
referrals relating to a liquor permit 
holder in the State of Connecti- 
cut may contact the Liquor 
Control Division by emailing dcp. 
liquorcontrol@ct.gov or by calling 
860-713-6210. 
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Rodrigo is Billboard’s Woman of Year 


From news services 


Singer-songwriter Olivia 
Rodrigo only needed one 
album to earn her the title 
of Billboard’s 2022 Woman 
of the Year, landing her 
in the same company as 
Taylor Swift and Lady 
Gaga. 

The former teen actor 
turned pop star will be 
honored as the 2022 
Woman of the Year at 
the Billboard Women in 
Music Awards on March 2. 
Previous honorees include 
Cardi B, Billie Eilish and 
Ariana Grande. 

Rodrigo became 2021’s 
biggest breakout star with 
her confessional debut 
album, breaking chart 
records and racking up 
awards and nominations. 
Rodrigo’s exploration of 
heartache, jealousy and 
insecurity on “Sour” broke 
streaming records and led 
to all 11 tracks landing in 
the top 30 of the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart, making her 
the first female artist to 
achieve the feat. 

“Olivia’s trajectory to 
superstardom is the stuff 
of pop music legend,” said 
Hannah Karp, Billboard’s 
Editorial Director, ina 
statement. “Her talents as 
a storyteller and song- 
writer have made Olivia 
one of the most authentic 
and exciting new artists to 
explode onto the scene in 
years.” 

Other award recip- 
ients at the Billboard 
Women in Music Awards 
include Gabby Barrett, 
Phoebe Bridgers, Doja 
Cat, Karol G, Bonnie Raitt, 
Saweetie and Summer 
Walker. The awards show 
will be hosted by Ciara in 
Los Angeles. 


Bateman feted by Pudding 
members: Actor Jason 
Bateman was honored 
Thursday as Man of the 
Year by Harvard Universi- 
ty’s Hasty Pudding Theat- 
ricals in Cambridge. 
Students dressed in elab- 
orate costumes bestowed 
the golden pudding pot on 
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Billboard has named singer-songwriter Olivia Rodrigo, seen 
Dec. 4, as its 2022 Woman of the Year. LEON BENNETT/GETTY 


Bateman, but not before 
poking fun at his various 
roles in television and film 
and even tossing him a toy 
sword to fight his younger 
self. 

“Fun fact — because 
of the scheduling of (Teen 
Wolf Too), Jason tech- 
nically didn’t finish high 
school,” Hasty Pudding 
Theatricals President 
Nicholas Amador said. 
“All for a movie that only 
got 8 out of 100 on Rotten 
Tomatoes.” 

To earn his pudding 
pot, Bateman, 52, had to 
endure a little extra embar- 
rassment: the Pudding 
members had Bateman 
sing Bangles hit “Eternal 
Flame” (Bateman sang a 
rendition of the song in 
2002’s ‘Sweetest Thing”). 

Bateman is the 55th 
recipient of the theater 
troupe’s coveted pudding 
pot. The award recognizes 
people who have made 
lasting and impressive 
contributions to the world 
of entertainment. 


Bateman earned a 
Primetime Emmy for 
outstanding directing ina 
drama in 2020 for “Ozark,” 
two SAG awards for acting 
in “Ozark,” and a best actor 
Golden Globe in 2005 for 
his portrayal of Michael 
Bluth in “Arrested Devel- 
opment.” 

When asked where 
he’d be displaying his 
pudding pot in relation to 
his Emmy, Bateman said 
that he’d be placing it right 
above the prestigious tele- 
vision award. “You can’t 
put pudding in an Emmy,’ 
Bateman quipped. 


Feb. 5 birthdays: Singer 
Barrett Strong is 81. Actor 
David Selby is 81. Actor 
Barbara Hershey is 74. 
Actor Tom Wilkinson is 
74. Actor Tim Meadows is 
61. Actor Laura Linney is 
58. Actor Chris Parnell is 
55. Singer Bobby Brown is 
53. Actor Michael Sheen is 
53. Singer Sara Evans is 51. 
Actor Darren Criss is 35. 
Actor Henry Golding is 35. 


Band flying high on ‘Set Sail’ 


It takes hard work to 
sound this relaxed. The 
North Mississippi Allstars 
have mastered their metier 
and pin the meter on “Set 
Sail.” The 10 tunes from 
brothers Luther and Cody 
Dickinson and their casual 
collective are loose but 
tight, playful and joyful, 
high-flying but grounded 
in a groove. 

It’s a family affair, and 
Luther channels his inner 
Sly Stone leading two- and 
three-part vocal arrange- 
ments that include Lamar 
Williams Jr., son of Allman 
Brothers bassist Lamar 
Williams Sr. The singalong 
vibe creates a hippy glow, 
and Luther sounds as if he 
has his feet up as he sings 
“feeling laid back” on the 
swamp romp “Bumpin?” 

The pulse comes cour- 
tesy of Cody’s economical 
drumming style. He needs 
just a few strokes kicking 
off the title cut to establish 
the album’s funk founda- 
tion, and shines especially 
bright on “Juicy Juice,” 

a funny hip-shaker that 
might make Prince blush. 

The Dickinsons are 
always generous about 
sharing the spotlight, and 
R&B veteran William Bell 
draws on his Stax roots 
taking the lead vocal on 
“Never Want to Be Kissed,” 
which swings on a bed of 
strings and horns. Sharisse 
Norman helps with call- 
and-response vocals on 
the dance tune “See the 
Moon,” and John Medeski 
contributes keyboard 
colors on two cuts. 

The closing tune, 
“Authentic,” explains how 
the brothers do what they 
do: “We be funky natu- 
rally.” They make it sound 
so easy. — Steven Wine, 
Associated Press 


Brent Cobb’s discog- 
raphy tells astory — and 
with his first gospel album 
“And Now Let’s Turn to 
Page...” the country sing- 
er’s narrative takes a turn 
toward the spiritual. It’s 
quite a lane-change from, 














‘Set Sail’ 
North Mississippi Allstars 
(New West Records) 


say, the bar room hijinks 
of 2018’s “Providence 
Canyon,” but it packs all 
the heart of 2020’s more 
mellow “Keep ‘Em On 
They Toes.” 

Cobb sounds right at 
home in the church pew. 
His twang and unrushed 
vocals are perfectly placed 
there, as he takes on eight 
traditional gospel songs, 
including “We Shall Rise,” 
Cobb’s funky, honky-tonk- 
ing rendition of the jubi- 
lant “Hallelujah! We Shall 
Rise.” His tender vocals 
bring earnestness to “Just a 
Closer Walk to Thee.” 

There’s an original 
track, too, co-written by 
Cobb; his wife, Layne; and 
Mike Harmeier, called 
“When It’s My Time.” “It 
ain’t been easy, going this 
long. Riding the fine line, 
between right and wrong,” 
Cobb sings, in a tussle with 
his own mortality. Reflec- 
tion is nothing new to 
Cobb’s music, but a serious 
car wreck in 2020 marked 
a shift for the singer, and 
pushed him to finally 
record the gospel album 
he’d been keeping on his 
to-do list. 

“And Now Let’s Turn to 
Page...” excels in bringing 
refreshed energy to the 
familiar. It’s easy to imag- 
ine Cobb standing for his 
church solo beside an old 
organ on the quaint “In the 
Garden,” and “Old Rugged 
Cross,” with its acoustic 
guitar and choir-backed 
chorus, proves to bea 
moving rendition. 

From beginning to end, 
“And Now Let’s Turn to 





‘And Now Let’s Turn 
to Page...’ 

Brent Cobb (Ol’ Buddy 
Records) 


Page...” serves as a lovely 
country church primer, 
certainly worthy ofa 
hearty “Amen.” — Melanie 
Sims, Associated Press 


Sibling harmony can be 
acontradiction in terms. 

It also makes for lovely 
music, and that’s the case 
here. The sisterly sonori- 
ties of Eleanor and Bonnie 
Whitmore mesh beauti- 
fully on their duo debut, 
the voices are easy to 
differentiate but comple- 
mentary as they explore a 
range of styles. 

“Ghost Stories” is an 
album of loss, with death 
and grief recurring themes, 
but the Whitmores also 
sing about too much fun. 
Eleanor’s considerable 
violin and fiddle skills are 
also effectively deployed in 
a variety of ways. 

The Whitmoreg’ original 
material includes songs 
rooted in the bayou (“The 
Ballad of Sissy & Porter” 
is a Cajun-style stomper) 
and the Bijou “Greek 
Tragedy” could be a movie 
theme). Vocals soar, and 
not just on “Learn to Fly” 
(the sisters are both pilots). 

One of the covers is “On 
the Wings of a Night- 
ingale,” written by Paul 
McCartney and recorded 
in the 1980s by the Everly 
Brothers. The Whitmores’ 
version is sparer, and Elea- 
nor and Bonnie each takes 
a harmony part, as if beck- 
oning the listener to supply 
the melody. Their music 
is that inviting. — Steven 
Wine 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Co-worker’s remark on looks was a faux pas 


Dear Amy: “Carol” and I 
used to work very closely 
together. I still see her 
occasionally at work, and 
we usually enjoy along 
catch-up. 

When I recently saw 
Carol (from a distance) at 
the office, I noticed that 
she’d lost a significant 
amount of weight. 

I had not seen her in 
months, so it seemed 
conceivable that she had 
been working to lose 
weight. 

I was with aclient, but I 
wanted to say something 
to Carol before she left the 
office. Carelessly, I called 
out across a few yards, 
“Hi, Carol! You are looking 
good!” 

When she turned and 
looked at me with a wane 
smile/grimace, I knew I’d 
made a mistake. By the 
time I was done with my 
client, Carol had left. 

Usually as arule, I do 
not comment on weight 
loss unless the other 
person brings up their own 
weight/fitness first. 

Later that same day, 

I ran into another old 
co-worker. She informed 
me that Carol had taken 
ill in the previous months 
with COVID-19 compli- 
cations and had been ina 
coma. It’s a miracle that 
she is alive and walking 
around now. 

I was shocked and 
ashamed over what I said 
and the way I said it. 

Is there anything I can or 
should say to apologize? 

Help me find the words! 

— So Ashamed in Maine 


Dear Ashamed: Please 
hum this phrase to the 
famous tune from “My Fair 
Lady”: 
“The shame in Maine 
Should not cause so 
much pain...” 


To some extent, you 
seem to be blinded by your 
embarrassment and are 
making this encounter just 
a little bit about you. 

You did not call out: 
“Hey, Carol, wow, you’re so 
thin! Way to go!” 

You simply said, “You 
are looking good!” 

Honestly, given the 
health hell she has been 
through, to have recovered 
enough to be at work is the 
very definition of “looking 
good.” 

You should email, text or 
call her. Say, “It was great 
to see you in the office. 
Susan mentioned how sick 
you’ve been! I had no idea, 
and I’m so sorry to hear 
that. I hope you’re on the 
mend and feeling a little 
better every day. I’d love to 
catch up when you feel up 
to it.” 


Dear Amy: My closest 
friend has been virtually 
out of touch for almost two 
years — since her mother 
died. 

I saw her twice the first 
year and not at all last year. 
I dropped off her birthday 
present so as not to disturb 
her — and she loved it. 

The pandemic is partly 
to blame, but mostly she 
is focusing on work, and 
during the weekend, she 
has her own routine. Inter- 
acting with others causes 
her anxiety to flare. For 
that reason, she is not even 
up for a five-minute phone 
call. 

I’ve let her know that 
whenever she is up for 
seeing each other, to let 
me know, and that I won’t 
sweat it no matter how 
long it takes. 

I send her innocuous 
text messages of love, 
usually once a week. She 
seems to prefer a single 
emojl. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
Someone might grate 

on your nerves. You’re 
allowed to ignore them and 
pay attention to your own 
life instead. You may have 
to shrug your shoulders 
and get on with things. 
Spending time with friends 
can add cheer to your day. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Dealing with people who 
don’t see the world in the 
same way as you can be 
downright stressful. All 
you need to do today is be 
prepared to ask if there’s 
something going on that 
you don’t understand. 
People might not realize 
you need any help unless 
you ask. Say something the 
moment you feel lost. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 

A little bit of self-indul- 
gence shouldn’t do you any 
harm right now. In fact, it 
may help you feel better 
able to face the world. The 
key thing is to keep it only 
to a little bit! Think about 
why you want to do the 
things that you’re doing. It 
may take a while to find the 
answers, but the questions 
are worth asking. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
You may be too concerned 
about manipulation from 
friends at the moment. 
You’re blaming others for 
cramping your style when 
you’ve done all the cramp- 
ing yourself. Consider 
taking a close look to 

see if there are better 
approaches. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Feb. 5, 1917, the U.S. 
Congress passed, over 
President Woodrow 
Wilson’s veto, an act 
severely curtailing Asian 
immigration. 


In 1922, the first edition 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Currently, people lack 
respect for your boundar- 
ies. It may feel like they’re 
calling in favors solely to 
be anuisance! That said, 
you might need to consider 
the idea that their requests 
are reasonable — you’re 
just tired. Make an effort 
to ensure you at least cover 
what you promised. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
It’s OK to hit pause ona 
hobby if you aren’t enjoy- 
ing yourself. Plus, you can 
take this time to get some 
work done on other things. 
When it comes to your 
daily tasks, there is plenty 
of help available as long 

as you politely tell people 
when you need it. Today is 
a day for being practical — 
fun will come again later. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Domestic obligations can 
completely cramp your 
style. In fact, you might 
start to wonder if you have 
a style at all! There’s no 
point in moping about, 
but that doesn’t mean you 
need to completely write 
off today. Feel free to show 
your true feelings as you 
get things done in what- 
ever way you can. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You could be distracted by 
people requesting favors 
right now. You don’t have 
to say yes just because 
someone asks. You don’t 
have to say no to every- 
thing either. Your best 
option is to do your best 
to work out whether you 
have enough free time. 


of Reader’s Digest was 
published. 


In 1937, President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt proposed 
increasing the number 

of U.S. Supreme Court 
justices; the proposal, 
which failed in Congress, 
drew accusations that 
Roosevelt was attempting 
to “pack” the court. 


In1971, Apollo 14 astro- 
nauts Alan Shepard and 


While it has been diffi- 
cult not to worry about her 
or to take it personally, I 
respect that she has let the 
majority of her friend- 
ships go, as she feels that 
is what she needs to do for 
self-preservation. 

I miss her and care about 
her, but I don’t know what 
to do. 

Any thoughts? 

— Patiently Loving from 
a Distance 


Dear Patiently: Keep 
doing what you’re doing. 
Don’t press her to discuss 
her mental health. Share 
memes, text her about the 
latest show you're binge- 
ing, and yes — keep the 
channel open. 

You sound exceedingly 
understanding, patient and 
kind. Surely this is taking a 
toll on you, too. 


Dear Amy: The competi- 
tive teenage girl (“Lonely 
at the Top”) who tried 
out for all the teams her 
best friend tried out for 
sounded obnoxious. Now 
she’s going after a slot on 
the ice hockey team, even 
though she has no experi- 
ence, while her friend has 
been working hard for it. 

I can’t believe you 
encouraged her. 

— Upset 


Dear Upset: Male teen 
athletes are praised for 
their natural talent and 
competitive impulse. The 
same should go for girls. 

I do think “Lonely” has a 
slippery slope ahead of her 
making the hockey team, 
however. Ice hockey is no 
skate in the park. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Throwing money at 
anything that bothers you 
may not solve any underly- 
ing issues. In fact, it could 
bring about more problems 
later. The solution? Take 
an extra moment today to 
ensure that the spending 
you have in mind is a good 
idea. Don’t buy everything 
that strikes your fancy. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): An offer that sounds 
wonderful could have 
some strings attached. 
That doesn’t have to be a 
problem if you’re happy 
to accept them, but make 
sure you have the full 
picture first. Taking the 
easy way out by simply 
saying yes could lead to 
plenty of regrets. Don’t be 
worried about refusing! 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
This isn’t a day for getting 
lots done. Couch naps call 
your name and it’ll be all 
too easy to put things off. 
There are probably at least 
afew things on today’s list 
that can wait until tomor- 
row for your attention. 
Figure out which ones 
need to be finished right 
away and get them done as 
soon as possible. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Chattering might bore you 
to tears today. Still, these 
people are likely your 
friends for a reason. Try to 
have patience until you can 
politely disengage. Then 
you can take some time to 
enjoy being in your own 
space! Any actual move- 
ment can wait.. 


Edgar Mitchell stepped 
onto the surface of the 
moon in the first of two 
lunar excursions. 


In 1993, President Bill Clin- 
ton signed the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, grant- 
ing workers up to 12 weeks 
unpaid leave for family 
emergencies. 


In 2020, the Senate voted 
to acquit President Donald 
Trump. 
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APOLOGIZE, 


SHE ALWAYS GETS 
HER WAY BECAUSE 
SHE’S WILLING TO 
DIE ON ANY HILL. 


EVERYONE, MEET THAT 
MY NEW HIRE, 


DIONA HILL. 


sounDS OR I WILL 
SUB— HUNT YOU 
on ite TO THE END 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 
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THAT'S HOW THE CONTRACT READS, REX. BUT BY “WE/ 
BUT MY COMPANY WILL COVER THE LEGAL [Ri YOU MEAN THE 
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IT'S OKAY, SWEETIE. MOMMY AND DADDY WERE 
JUST TALKING. EVERYTHING IS OKAY, RIGHT, RANDY? 
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YOURSELF, TIA CARM 
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HEY, JOHN. WHO'S 
THAT GUY? 


THAT’S MY NEIGHBOR, 
DAVE. 









HE’S NOT THE 
FRIENDLIEST... 
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HOW DOES A GUY 
WITH NO BRAINS 
GET BRAIN 
FREEZE SO 
OFTEN @ 


SHUT UP 
AND EAT 


TOO BAD IT DOESN'T 
WORK ON HIM. 


I CAN START MY CAR 
REMOTELY AND IT 
WILL WARM UP. 


an KFH 


I'VE BEEN ROBBING 

FROM THE RICH AND 

GIVING TO THE POOR 
FOR YEARS! 


WEAH / THOUSANDS 
WHO OWE YOU 
A FAVOR? 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT 1 GET 
OUT OF IT? 
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Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller 
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SORRY 1 HAD TO 
SQUEAL ON YOU, 
CURTIS 


YOU WERE OBSESSED 
WITH GETTING “Z/KES” 
FROM S7RANGERS 
FOR THE VALUE TO 
YOURSELF! 1 HAD TO 
DO SOMETHING / 


XOU DON'T VEED 
THEM ! NOU ALREADY 
HAVE GREAT VALUE ! 
GREAT, UNDENIABLE, 


BACK UP To 
THE THIRD 
PANEL !! 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


With just three tricks remaining to 
be played, the count of the hand is now 


East dealer. 
North-South vulnerable. 


a re complete. East started with precisely two 
WVK9 spades, two hearts, four clubs and, hence, 


#85 five diamonds (of which he has only one 


aa Q 107 - AST left, since he still has the J-9 of clubs in his 
4108652 493, hand). Double-checking this, West had 
987643 ¥102 precisely five spades, five hearts, one club 
4Q4 4109732 and, hence, two diamonds (of which he 
#6 #3982 also has only one left). This knowledge 
SOUTH . 
aAKT is very important, because South might 
VAQI5 otherwise be tempted to take a diamond 
: A . J6 finesse for his 13th trick — a move that 
K 8 
The bidding: would be a colossal blunder in view of the 


known facts. So, after cashing dummy’s 
queen of clubs and discarding a diamond, 
South leads a diamond toward the K-J. 
When East follows low, South confidently 
plays the king, knowing full well that the 
king will catch West’s queen to make the 
grand slam. 


East South West North 

Pass 3NT Pass TNT 

Opening lead — eight of hearts. 
An exploratory 


procedure 
Most players find it difficult to count out 


ahand, but anyone willing to try eventually 
finds that the difficulty is more imaginary 
than real. The only skill required is the 
ability to count to 13 and then to apply the 
knowledge gained to the problem at hand. 

Consider this deal where West leads a 
heart against seven notrump. Declarer 
has 12 sure tricks and is a heavy favorite to 
pick up the 13th in the club suit. The only 
real danger is an unfavorable club division, 
so South should take steps to combat a 
potential 4-1 split. 

To this end, he does not tackle the clubs 
at once, but postpones playing them until 
he learns as much as he possibly can about 
the unseen hands. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


gg you got there? _ 














DERNOV 

SY VN /N 
*s8¢E 

RPNIAS 
iY WN F gies | Foca 
He begins by cashing four hearts and Coneen 
three spades, discoveringinthe process —aiinightsResened 
that East started with adoubletoninboth / Y Y YY) 
suits. Next, he cashes the ace of diamonds 
and K-A of clubs, West showing out on the 






HE PURCHASED THE SCALE MODEL 
SCHOONER ONLINE AND WOULD --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


/ WN YY WV WY NY WY WY VV ON 
SSSSCCE 

(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: HITCH SAUTE PRIMER SPIRAL 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Yesterday's | Angwer: They raised money to repair their church because 
second round. they didn’t want to see their — PARISH PERISH 
TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 

row, column and 3-by-3box [M[A|C|A|WI L[O|WI IM] A|M] A] 
in bold borders) contains ~=[alP/o;L/OMMAlL| 1 MESIA[BII{N| 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- R[A|P|P/L]AlU/S/E O}H{ATRIA| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, FIT TRIETS: 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk R[A|NITIH/O|L[olaly| 
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PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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UCONN BASKETBALL 


Weekend 
feels like 
good time for 
turning point 





Dom Amore 


PHILADELPHIA — The 
basketball teams at UConn 
rarely travel on the same 
wavelength, but this season 
has been anything but typical. 
They both have been riding 
highs and lows and arrive 
together at a watershed week- 
end. 

The men have another 
chance to make that long- 
awaited breakthrough and 
beat one of the top teams 
in the Big East, at Villanova 
at noon Saturday. They are 
running out of such opportu- 
nities. 

The women have been 
playing shorthanded most of 
the season, still are, but have 
handled their Big East opposi- 
tion, never more impressively 
than at Creighton this week. 
But this is their last chance 
to notch another significant 
out-of-conference victory, 
and No. 7 Tennessee comes to 
Hartford Sunday, high noon, 
high leverage. 

Before getting carried away, 
it should be kept front and 
center in the consciousness 
that watershed does not mean 
make-or-break, do-or-die, 
win-or-go-home. There will 
be no reason to lose one’s cool, 
walking in or out of the arenas. 
Whatever happens this week- 
end, both teams will wake up 
Monday morning with their 
goals on the table. 

But for both bands of 
Huskies, this is a good time for 
a turning point, to steer their 
seasons decisively in the right 
direction. 

The men are ranked 17th, 
but after the loss at home to 
Creighton on Wednesday 
night, they are in danger of 
falling out of the Top 25 if they 
lose at Villanova, ranked 12th. 
The standings can be put aside 
for the moment, the Huskies 
just need to prove they can 
play at the top of the confer- 
ence. They finished third 
last season, with a truncated 
schedule, but lost three times 
to Creighton and once to Villa- 
nova, the teams above them. 

“Every game you play at 
UConn is a big game,” Dan 
Hurley said, after arriving in 
Philly by bus, due to the icy 
conditions at Bradley “because 


Turn to Amore, Page 4 
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UConn head coach Geno Auriemma 
watches as his team against Butler 
on Jan. 12 in Indianapolis. The 
rematch, slated for Friday, was 
canceled. AJ MAST/AP 
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UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Game vs. Butler canceled due 
to weather-related travel issues 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


It’s been a season of abnormali- 
ties and disruptions for the UConn 
women’s basketball team, and 
Friday was no different. 

The No. 10 Huskies’ Friday 
evening game against confer- 
ence foe Butler was canceled due 
to winter weather-related travel 
issues on the Bulldogs’ end, the 
school announced Friday morning. 

UConn’s next game will be a big 


UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 


one versus No. 7 Tennessee at noon 
Sunday atthe XL Center. 

UConn’s radio play-by-play 
broadcaster Bob Joyce first indi- 
cated the game could be canceled 
when he tweeted Friday morning, 
“Butler WBB is stuck at home in 
Indy as Wx [weather] and plane 
issues kept them from flying to CT. 
Tonight’s game at UConn is iffy at 
best right now.” 

A wintery mix is expected 
Friday afternoon in Connecticut. 

UConn previously demolished 


Ni 


one-win Butler, 92-47, in Janu- 
ary. The schools did not provide 
a makeup date for the game. The 
Huskies previously had four 
Big East games canceled due to 
COVID-19 issues in late Decem- 
ber and early January. Only one of 
those four contests has been made 
up. 
UConn said fans who purchased 
tickets for the Butler game through 
UConn athletics can exchange 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


When last UConn and Villanova met, the Wildcats’ Collin Gillespie dropped a team-leading 20 on R.J. Cole and the Huskies in a 68-60 win. Gillespie is back 
leading ‘Nova against UConn on Saturday. MATT SLOCUM/AP 


Brushing up that résumé 


Huskies have a 
chance to make big 
statement at No. 12 
Villanova in key 
Big East matchup 


By Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


The last time the UConn men’s 
basketball team had any success 


@® eee WINTER OLYMPICS AT A GLANCE 


A look at top results and news from the Beijing Games. 


HIGHLIGHTS 

m An opening ceremony 

ona frosty night had a fiery 
conclusion Friday, when the 
flame was placed inside 

a giant snowflake to give 
China’s first Winter Olympics 
the symbolic opening. 

m According to NBC, this 
year’s Olympics will be the 
first to include coverage of 
all events both live and on 
demand. 

mg IOC President Thomas 
Bach thanked those around 
the globe who he says have 
gone “beyond the call of 
duty” to make the events 
happen amid a raging 
pandemic. 

More Olympics 

coverage, Page 5 
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Chinese athletes Dinigeer Yilamujian 
and Zhao Jiawen wave during the 
opening ceremony on Friday in Beijing. 
JAE C.HONG/AP 
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Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


against Villanova came back on 
March 22, 2014. The Wildcats have 
one the last four meetings since. 

For two teams ranked in the top 
20 and looking to make a state- 
ment in the Big East Conference 
as the postseason looms, this game, 
tipping at noon at the Wells Fargo 
Center, is obviously an import- 
ant one. It’s a chance to make that 
statement. 

Villanova (16-6, 9-3 Big East) is 
ranked No. 12 and coming off an 
83-73 loss to No. 24 Marquette. 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


While No. 17 UConn (15-5, 6-3) 
lost 59-55 to unranked Creighton 
on Tuesday. 

For the Huskies, winners of 
five of their last six, a win not 
only boosts their resume, but it 
moves them to into second place 
in the conference, a spot Villa- 
nova currently holds. It also helps 
improve their Q1 wins record to 
3-4. For the Wildcats, a win against 
UConn offers the same boost while 
creating some separation from 
UConn in the standings. 





UConn at 
Villanova 
noon, FOX 


UConn matches up well against 
Villanova, something that’s obvi- 
ous to Jay Wright, Villanova’s Hall 
of Fame coach. 

“We have a great team coming in 
here that is really talented, really 


Turn to Huskies, Page 4 


Amid lockdown and boycotts, an 
emboldened China opens Games 


By Sarah Dilorenzo 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — China, which used 
its first Olympics to amplify its 
international aspirations, invited 
the world back Friday — sort of 
— for the pandemic era’s second 
Games, this time as an emboldened 
and more powerful nation whose 
government’s authoritarian turn 
provoked some countries’ leaders 
into staying home. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
declared the Games open during a 
ceremony heavy on ice-blue tones 


and winter imagery, held in the 
same lattice-encased Bird’s Nest 
stadium that hosted the inaugural 
event of the 2008 Summer Olym- 
pics. 

Athletes Zhao Jiawen and Dini- 
geer Yilamujiang, a member of 
the country’s Uyghur Muslim 
minority, delivered the final Olym- 
pic flame. The choice of Yilamu- 
jiang was steeped in symbolism: 
Critics say the Beijing government 
has abused and oppressed Uyghurs 
on a massive scale. 

With the flame lit, Beijing 
became the first city to host both 


winter and summer Games. And 
while some are staying away from 
the second pandemic Olympics 
in six months, many other world 
leaders attended the opening 
ceremony. Most notable: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, who met 
privately with Xi earlier in the day 
as a dangerous standoff unfolded at 
Russia’s border with Ukraine. 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee President Thomas Bach 
addressed assembled athletes: 
“Dear fellow Olympians: Your 


Turn to Olympics, Page 4 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Preparing to drive in winter weather? Review the sections of 
your owner’s manual covering antilock brakes, traction control, and 
four-or all-wheel drive (if equipped) to make sure you are comfortable 





with their operation. 
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SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W LL PCT GB 
Philadelphia 31 20 .608 - 
Brooklyn 29 22 .569 2 
Toronto 27 23 540 3% 
Boston 28 25 .528 4 
New York 24 28 462 7% 
SOUTHEAST Ww kL PCT’ GB 
Miami 33 20 .623 — 
Charlotte 28 24 .538 4% 
Atlanta 25 26 .490 7 
Washington 24 27 A771 8 
Orlando 12 41 = .226 21 
CENTRAL W L PCT’ GB 
Chicago 32 19 .627 — 
Milwaukee 32 21. .604 1 
Cleveland 31 21 .596 1% 
Indiana 19 34 .358 14 
Detroit 12 39 .235 20 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST Ww LL PCT GB 
Memphis 36 18 .667 — 
Dallas 29 23 .558 6 
New Orleans 19 32 .373 15% 
San Antonio 19 34 .358 16% 
Houston 15 36 .294 19% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
Utah 31 21 .596 — 
Denver 28 23 549 2% 
Minnesota 27 25 .519 4 
Portland 21 31 + .404 10 
Oklahoma City 16 34. .320 14 
PACIFIC W LL PCT GB 
Phoenix 41 10 .804 — 
Golden State 40 13 .755 2 
L.A. Clippers 27 27 .500 15% 
L.A. Lakers 25 28 .472 17 
Sacramento 19 35 .352 23% 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Boston at Detroit, late 

Chicago at Indiana, late 
Cleveland at Charlotte, late 
Atlanta at Toronto, late 
Houston at San Antonio, late 
Brooklyn at Utah, late 

New Orleans at Denver, late 
Oklahoma City at Portland, late 
Philadelphia at Dallas, late 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Memphis at Orlando, 5p.m. 

Miami at Charlotte, 7p.m. 

Phoenix at Washington, 7p.m. 

New York at L.A. Lakers, 8:30p.m. 
Milwaukee at Portland, 10p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Brooklyn at Denver, 3:30p.m. 
Detroit at Minnesota, 3:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Chicago, 3:30p.m. 
Atlanta at Dallas, 6p.m. 

Boston at Orlando, 6p.m. 

Indiana at Cleveland, 6p.m. 

New Orleans at Houston, 7p.m. 
Milwaukee at L.A. Clippers, 9p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 

Miami 112, San Antonio 95 
Minnesota 128, Detroit 117 
Atlanta 124, Phoenix 115 

Toronto 127, Chicago 120(OT) 
Golden State 126, Sacramento 114 
L.A. Clippers 111, L.A. Lakers 110 


NBA INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 

Through Thursday 

SCORING AVERAGE 

Plsyer, TEAM G FG FT PTS AVG 
Durant, BKN 36 379 2281053 29.3 
Embiid, PHI 39 369 3481134 29.1 
Antetokounmpo, MIL434293381242 28.9 
Young, ATL 46 434 2851291 28.1 
DeRozan, CHI 47 450 3161246 26.5 
Morant, MEM 41 404 2051077 26.3 
Doncic, DAL 37 346177 962 26.0 
Curry, GS 48 402 2091242 25.9 
Jokic, DEN 45 447 2011167 25.9 
Tatum, BOS 49 441 2521269 25.9 
Booker, PHO 44 409 1891123 25.5 
Mitchell, UTA 40 372 1481020 25.5 
LaVine, CHI 44 389 1821085 24.7 
Towns, MIN 45 385 2271094 24.3 
Brown, BOS 39 342 149 942 24.2 
Beal, WAS 40 348 169 928 23.2 


Gilgeous-Alxndr, OKC43334241 976 22.7 


Harden, BKN 
Ingram, NO 
Edwards, MIN 


44 292 304 990 22.5 
37 302171 834 22.5 
46 371 1391028 22.3 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at Villanova 62 UConn 
at Oklahoma St.2'’2 Oklahoma 
Robert Morris 8 at IUPUI 
atFloridaSt. 1% Wake Forest 
at Indiana 1 Illinois 
Saint John’s 1 at Butler 
at Furman 12¥2 UNC Greensboro 
at Chattanooga 12 Mercer 
Samford 2 at CitadelL 
Tennessee fd at S. Carolina 
at Saint Joseph’s5 Fordham 
Vermont OV, at UMass-Lowell 
Northwestern 3% at Nebraska 
Auburn 172 at Georgia 
at Rhode Island 8 UMass 
at Syracuse 62 Louisville 
at N. Dakota St.11% Denver 
at Xavier 122 DePaul 
atN.Dakota 2% Omaha 
at Texas 8 lowa State 
at Ohio 2012 W. Michigan 
atSaintLouis 3% Dayton 
Bradley 8 at Evansville 
at Temple 4 Tulsa 
Texas Tech 52 at W. Virginia 
Davidson OV, at Geo. Wash. 
at UIC 22 Youngstown St. 
at Kent St. OV E. Michigan 
at Hofstra TY JMU 
George Mason 4 at La Salle 
at Tulane Tl E. Carolina 
Clemson 22 at Georgia Tech 
Towson 6 at Northeastern 


atGeorgiaSt. 2 
at Wofford 8 
9 
1 


at Purdue 

at NC State 

at SF Austin 12 
at Rice 3 


at Sam Houston 2 
UL Monroe 2 
at Florida 8 
at UAB 11 
N. Colorado 5 
Washington St. 62 
at UCSB 82 
at TexaSA&M 9 
UNC Wilmington5 
at Charlotte 3 
at Kansas 2" 
at Abil. Christian11 
at Fla. Atlantics 15 


at Morehead St.12'2 


at VCU 1 
Charleston 3 
at Ga. Southern 2 
Buffalo 11 


at UT Martin 3 
at Arkansas St. 2 
at Arizona 11 
at Bowling Green8s 
Jackson State 9% 


S. Alabama 

E. Tenn. St. 
Michigan 

Notre Dame 

Dixie State 

UTEP 

Utah Valley 

at UALR 
Mississippi 
Middle Tennessee 
at N. Arizona 

at California 
UCSD 

Missouri 

at William & Mary 
Marshall 

Baylor 

Rio Grande Valley 
S. Mississippi 
Austin Peay 
Duquesne 

at Elon 

Troy 

at C. Michigan 
Tennessee St. 
Louisiana 

USC 

Northern Illinois 
at Miss. Valley St. 


FGCU % at Lipscomb 
New Orleans 8% _ atIncarnate Word 
at Virginia 3% Miami 
at SE Missouri St.13 E. Illinois 
Longwood 11% at Charl. Southern 
Winthrop 812 at Hampton 
at Wisconsin 8% Penn State 
at Colorado 9 Oregon State 
Alcorn State 6% at UAPB 
atSouthern 12% Alabama A&M 
Liberty 62 at E. Kentucky 
at Bellarmine 5% Kennesaw State 
at High Point 2% UNC Asheville 
SELouisiana 5% atHouston Baptist 
NBA SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
Memphis 9 (227%) at Orlando 
atCharlotte off (ff) Miami 
Phoenix 7% (223) at Wash. 
atLALakers off (off) New York 
at Sacramento off off Oklahoma City 
at Portland off (off) Milwaukee 
NFL SUPER BOWL LVI FEB. 13 


FAVORITE SP 
LA Rams 4 


For the latest odds, 


O/U UNDERDOG 
(48/2) at Cincinnati 


go to 


FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 47 32 10 5 69 194 139 
Tampa Bay 46 30 10 6 66 157 130 
Toronto 42 29 10 3 61 153 112 
Boston 43 26 14 3 55 131 120 
Detroit 47 20 21 6 46 130 162 
Buffalo 45 14 24 7 35 117 157 
Ottawa 40 14 22 4 32 110 136 
Montreal 44 829 7 23 99 172 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 42 31 92 64 147 98 
N.Y.Rangers 47 30 13 4 64 145 122 
Pittsburgh 46 27 11 8 62 154 124 
Washington 47 25 13 9 59 152 130 
Columbus 43 20 22 1 41 136 159 
N.Y. Islanders 39 16 17 6 38 93 105 
Philadelphia 45 15 22 8 38 113 152 
New Jersey 45 15 25 5 35 126 163 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 44 32 8 4 68 183 129 
Nashville 46 28 14 4 60 144 125 
Minnesota 41 28 10 3 59 161 120 
St. Louis 44 26 13 5 57 153 121 
Dallas 43 23 18 2 48 129 131 
Winnipeg 42 18 17 7 43 120 128 
Chicago 46 16 23 7 39 112 156 
Arizona 45 11 30 4 26 99 169 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 46 27 16 3 57 158 137 
LosAngeles 47 24 16 7 55 136 130 
Anaheim 48 23 16 9 55 141 137 
Calgary 42 23 13 6 52 136 104 
Edmonton 42 23 16 3 49 142 138 
San Jose 46 22 20 4 48 126 142 
Vancouver 46 20 20 6 46 115 126 
Seattle 46 15 27 4 34 121 159 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


THURSDAY-SUNDAY 
All-Star break 


ALL-STAR COMPETITIONS 
T-Mobile ARENA, LAS VEGAS 
Friday: Skills Challenge 

FASTEST SKATER 

Jordan Kyrou (St. Louis) 13.550 econds. 
SAVE STREAK 

Andrei Vasilevskiy (TB) 9 

Jack Campbell (Tor), 

FOUNTAIN FACE-OFF 

Zach Werenski (CLB) 25.634 secs. 
- Hardest Shot 

- Breakaway Challenge 

- Accuracy Shooting 

Saturday: All-Star Game, 3 p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAMES 
Carolina at Toronto, 7 p.m. 
New Jersey at Ottawa, 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
Seattle 3, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Edmonton 5, Washington 3 
Los Angeles 5, Detroit 3 
Calgary 4, Arizona 2 
Minnesota 5, Chicago 0 


ed WN Co) 


SUPER BOWL LVI 
Sunday, Feb. 13, at Sofi Stadium, 
Inglewood, Calif. 
No. 4L.A. Rams (15-5) vs. 
No. 4 Cincinnati (13-7), 6:30 p.m. 


PRO BOWL 
Sunday at Allegiant Stadium, 
Las Vegas, 3 p.m. 


PLAYOFF TOP PERFORMERS 

PASSING 

404: Patrick Mahomes II, KC vs. PIT 
1/16 (30-39, 5 TD) 

378: Patrick Mahomes II, KC vs. BUF 
1/23 (OT) (33-44, 3 TD) 

366: Matthew Stafford, LAR at TB 
1/23 (28-38, 2 TD) 

348: Joe Burrow, CIN at TEN 
1/22 (28-37, 0 TD) 

337: Matthew Stafford, LAR vs. SF 
1/30 (31-43, 2 TD) 

329: Josh Allen, BUF at KC 
1/23 (OT) (27-37, 4 TD) 

329: Tom Brady, TB vs. LAR 
1/23 (30-54, 1 TD) 

310: Derek Carr, LAS at CIN 
1/15 (29-54, 1 TD) 

308: Josh Allen, BUF vs. NE 
1/15 (21-25, 5 TD) 

RUSHING 

96: Elijah Miethcll, SFat DAL 1/16 
(27 car., TD) 

88: Joe Mixon, CIN at KC 1/30 
(21 car., 0 TD) 

83: Josh Jacobs, OAK at CIN 1/15 
(13 car, 0 TD) 

81: Devin Singletary, BUF vs. NE 1/15 
(16 car, 2 TD) 

72: Deebo Samuel, SF at DAL 1/16 
(10 car, TD 

RECEIVING 

201: Gabriel Davis, BUF at KC 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D_ LGF GAPTS 
Man City 2318 3 255 14 57 
Liverpool 2214 6 258 19 48 
Chelsea 2413 8 3 48 18 47 
Man United 22 11 5 6 36 30 38 
West Ham 23 11 4 8 41 31 37 
Arsenal 21113 733 25 36 
Tottenham 20 11 3 626 24 36 
Wolverhampton 2110 4 719 16 34 
Brighton 22 612 423 23 30 
Leicester 20 75 8 34 37 26 


Aston Villa 21 
Southampton 22 


8 211 28 32 26 
510 7 26 34 25 


CrystalPalace 22 59 831 34 24 
Brentford 23 6 512 26 38 23 
Leeds 21 57 924 40 22 
Everton 20 5 411 24 35 19 
Norwich 22 441413 45 16 
Newcastle 21 291021 43 15 
Watford 20 4 2 1423 40 14 
Burnley 18 19 816 27 12 
SATURDAY’S MATCH 


Burnley vs. Watford, 1p.m. 


TUESDAY’S MATCHES 

West Ham vs. Watford, 2:45p.m. 
Newcastle vs. Everton, 2:45p.m. 
Burnley vs. Man United, 3p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES 

Norwich vs. Crystal Palace, 2:45p.m. 
Tottenham vs. Southampton, 2:45p.m. 
Man City vs. Brentford, 2:45p.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Leeds, 3p.m. 


THURSDAY’S MATCHES 
Wolverhampton vs. Arsenal, 2:45p.m. 
Liverpool vs. Leicester, 2:45p.m. 


TENNIS 


ATP TAHA OPEN MAHARASHTRA 
At Balewadi StadiumPune, India, Hard- 
court outdoor 

MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


Kamil Majchrzak d. 
#2Lorenzo Musetti, 6-2, 6-7(5), 6-4. 
#6Emil Ruusuvuori d. 
#4jJiri Vesely, 6-3, 6-4. 
Joao Sousa d. 
#5Daniel Altmaier, 6-2, 6-3. 
Elias Ymer d. 
#8Stefano Travaglia, 6-4, 7-6(4). 


ATP OPEN SUD DE FRANCE 

At Palais des Sports de Gerland, Mont- 
pellier, France, Hardcourt indoor 
MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


#1Alexander Zeverev d. 

Adrian Mannarino, 6-1, 6-0. 
#6Alexander Bublik d. 
#2 Roberto Bautista Agut, 6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (4). 
#5Filip Krajinovic d. 

Damir Dzumhur, 7-5, 6-2. 
Mikael Ymer d. 

Richard Gasquet, 7-5, 6-7(6), 6-1. 


ATP CORDOBA OPEN 

At Estadio Mario Alberto Kempee, 
Cordoba, Argentina, 

MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


#1Diego schwartzman d. 

Daniel Elahi Galan, 3-6, 6-0, 7-5. 
#6Albert Ramos-Vinolas d. 

#4Lorenzo Sonego, 7-6(5), 7-5. 
Juan Ignacio Londero d. 

Nikola Milojevic, 6-4, 7-5. 
Sebastian Baez vs. 

Ajejandro Tabilo, late 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


FRIDAY’S EVENTS 

FIGURE SKATING 

Mixed Team, Qualification, Pairs’ Short 
Program, la.m. 

CURLING 

Mixed Curling, Round Robin 

Sweden 7, Australia 6 

Canada 7, Switzerland 5 

Italy 11, Norway 8 

Italy 10, Czech Republic 2 

Canada 8, China 6 

Great Britain 9, Australia 8(Extra Ends) 
United States 8, Sweden 7(Extra Ends) 
Swirzerland vs. Sweden, late 

Australia vs. Norway, late 


SNOWBOARDING 

Women’s Slopestyle, Qualification, late 
ICE HOCKEY 

Women, Preliminary Round 

A, Canada vs. Finland, late 


SATURDAY’S EVENTS 

SKI JUMPING 

Men’s Individual-Normal Hill, 
Qualification., 12:20a.m. 

Women’s Individual-Normal Hill, Final, 
5:30 a.m. 

Women’s Individual - Normal Hill, 1st 
Round, 5:45a.m. 

CURLING 

Mixed Round Robin 

Czech Rep. vs, Great Britain, 1:05a.m. 
China vs. USA, 1:05a.m. 

Australia vs. Italy, 1:05a.m. 

Seeden vs. Canada, 1:05 a.m. 


COLLEGE BAKSETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1. Auburn (21-1) did not play. Next: 
at Georgia, Saturday. 

No. 2. Gonzaga (18-2) did not play. 
Next: at BYU, Saturday. 

No. 3. UCLA (16-3) did not play. Next: at 
Arizona St., Saturday. 

No. 4. Purdue (19-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Michigan, Saturday. 

No. 5. Kentucky (18-4) did not play. 
Next: at Alabama, Saturday. 

No. 6. Houston (19-2) did not play. Next: 
at Cincinnati, Saturday. 

No. 7. Arizona (18-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 19 Southern Cal, Saturday. 

No. 8. Baylor (19-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 10 Kansas, Saturday. 

No. 9. Duke (18-3) did not play. Next: at 
North Carolina, Saturday. 

No. 10. Kansas (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 8 Baylor, Saturday. 

No. 11. Wisconsin (17-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Penn St., Saturday. 

No. 12. Villanova (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 17 UConn, Saturday. 

No. 13. Michigan St. (17-4) did not play. 
Next: at Rutgers, Saturday. 

No. 14. Texas Tech (17-5) did not play. 
Next: at West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 15. Providence (19-2) did not play. 
Next: at Georgetown, Sunday. 

No. 16. Ohio St. (13-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Maryland, Sunday. 

No. 17. UConn (15-5) did not play. Next: 
at No. 12 Villanova, Saturday. 

No. 18. Illinois (16-5) did not play. Next: 
at Indiana, Saturday. 

No. 19. Southern Cal (19-3) beat 
Arizona St. 58-53. Next: at No. 7 
Arizona, Saturday. 

No. 20. lowa St. (16-6) did not play. 
Next: at No. 23 Texas, Saturday. 

No. 21. Xavier (16-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. DePaul, Saturday. 

No. 22. Tennessee (15-6) did not play. 
Next: at South Carolina, Saturday. 

No. 23. Texas (16-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 20 lowa St., Saturday. 

No. 24. Marquette (16-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 17 UConn, Tuesday. 

No. 25. LSU (16-6) did not play. Next: at 
Vanderbilt, Saturday. 

FRIDAY’S SCORES 

Akron 66, Miami (Ohio) 55 

Richmond 71, St. Bonaventure 61 
SUNY-Delhi 85, Cazenovia 70 

VMI 76, W. Carolina 69 

Yale 72, Dartmouth 69 


MEN’S INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
POINTS/GAME SCHOOL PTS 


Antoine Davis Detroit Mercy 24.0 


Max Abrams Oral Roberts 23.6 
Peter Kiss Bryant 22.8 
Keegan Murray lowa 22.3 
Darius McGhee Liberty 27.1 
Kofi Cokburn Illinois 22.1 


Terrell Brown 
Johnny Davis 
J. Freeman-Liberty 


Washington 21.7 
Wisconsin 214 
DePaul 21.1 


Isiaih Mosley MissouriSt. 21.0 
Tanner Holden Wright State 20.9 
Ochai Agbaji Kansas 20.9 
Derek St. Hillaire NewOrleans 20.9 
Malachi Smith Chattanooga 20.8 
WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 


No. 1 South Carolina (21-1) did not play. 
Next: at Kentucky, Thursday. 

No. 2 Stanford (17-3) did not play. Next: 
at Southern Cal, Sunday. 

No. 3 NC State (20-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 12 Georgia Tech, Monday. 

No. 4 Louisville (20-2) did not play. 
Next: at Syracuse, Sunday. 

No. 5 Indiana (15-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Purdue, Sunday. 

No. 6 Michigan (19-2) did not play. 
Next: at Michigan State, Thursday. 

No. 7 Tennessee (19-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 10 UConn, Sunday. 

No. 8 Arizona (15-3) vs. No. 19 Oregon. 
Next: vs. oregon State, Sunday. 

No. 9 Baylor (15-5) vs. No. 13 Texas. 
Next: at No. 13 Texas, Sunday. 

No. 10 UConn (14-4) vs. Butler, ppd. 
Next: vs. No. 7 Tennessee, Sunday. 

No. 11 lowa St. (19-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oklahoma St., Saturday. 

No. 12 Georgia Tech (18-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 3 NC State, Monday. 

No. 13 Texas (15-4) at No. 9 Baylor. 
Next: vs. No. 9 Baylor, Sunday. 

No. 14 Georgia (17-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Florida, Sunday. 

No. 15 LSU (18-4) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi, Monday. 

No. 16 BYU (18-2) did not play. Next: at 
Gonzaga, Saturday. 

No. 17 Maryland (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Nebraska, Sunday. 

No. 18 Oklahoma (19-3) did not play 
Next: vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 19 Oregon (14-5) at No. 8 Arizona. 
Next: at Arizona State, Sunday. 

No. 20 Notre Dame (18-4). Next: at Flor- 
ida St., Sunday. 

No. 21 lowa (15-5) did not play. Next: at 
Michigan, Sunday. 

No. 22 Florida Gulf Coast (20-1) did not 
play. Next: at Lipscomb, Saturday. 

No. 23 Ohio St. (16-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Rutgers, Monday. 

No. 24 North Carolina (17-4) beat Wake 
Forest 78-59. Next: vs. Miami, Sunday. 
No. 25 Kansas St. (16-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Texas Tech, Saturday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Seton Hall 91, Xavier 86 

VCU 62, La Salle 56 

Villanova 82, St. John’s 58 
Yale 48, Dartmouth 33 

SOUTH 

Saint Joseph’s 67, Davidson 66 
MIDWEST 

Northwestern 80, Purdue 67 


WEST 

Hawaii 57, UC Davis 50 

WOMEN’S INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
POINTS/GAME SCHOOL PTS 
Caitlin Clark lowa 26.4 
Ayoka Lee Kansas State 24.5 
Jasmine Dickey Delaware 23.9 
Cierra Hooks Ohio 23.6 
Kierstan Bell FGCU 23.4 
Jennifer Coleman Navy 23.1 
Makenna Marisa _ Penn State 22.2 
Dyaisha Fair Buffalo 21.9 
Nia Clouden Michigan St. 21.0 


Ohio State 20.9 
DePaul 20.9 
lowa 20.6 


Jacy Sheldon 
Aneesha Morrow 
Monika Czinano 


Starr Jacobs UT-Arlington 20.6 
Rhyne Howard Kentucky 20.4 
Jayda Curry California 20.3 
FG PCT. SCHOOL FG% 
Celena Taborn Butler .704 
Mya Berkman Liberty .670 
Macee Williams IUPUI .659 
Monika Czinano lowa .655 
Isnelle Natabou Sacra. St. .627 


Mackenzie Holmes Indiana .615 


Great Britain vs. Italy, 7:05a.m. 
Norway vs. China, 7:05a.m. 

Czech Rep. vs. Switzerland, 7:05a.m. 
USA vs. Canada, 7:05a.m. 

Great Britain vs. China, 8p.m. 

USA vs. Czech Republic, 8:05p.m. 
CROSS-COUNTRY 

Women’s 2x 7.5km Skiathlon, 1:45a.m. 
SPEEDSKATING 

Women’s 3000m, 2:30 a.m. 
SHORT-TRACK SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 500m, Heats, 5a.m. 

Men’s 1000m, Heats, 5:38 a.m. 

Mixed 2000m Relay, Quarterfinals and 
Semifinals, then Finals, 6:30a.m. 
BIATHLON 

Mixed 4x 6km Relay, 3a.m. 

ICE HOCKEY 

Women’s Preliminary Round 

B, Czech Republic vs. Sweden, 3:45a.m. 
B, Japan vs. Denmark, 3:45a.m. 

A, USA vs ROC, 8:10a.m. 

FREESTYLE SKIING 

Men’s Moguls, Qualification, 4a.m. 
Men’s Moguls, Finals, 5:30a.m. 

LUGE 

Men’s Single, 5:10a.m. 
SNOWBOARDING 

Women’s Slopestyle, Final, 7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Slopestyle, Qualification, 11p.m. 
FIGURE SKATING 

Mixed Team, Qualification, Women’s 
Short Program, 8:30 p.m. 

Mixed Team, Final, Men’s Free, 10:50 


p.m. 
ALPINE SKIING 
Men’s Downhill, 9p.m. 


PGA PEBBLE BEACH PRO-AM 

2nd of 4 rounds, Pebble Beach Resorts, 
Pebble Beach, Calif., Pebble Beach 
Course, 6,972yards; Par 72, SpyGlass 
Hill, 7,041yards; Par 72, Monterey 
Peninsula, 76,975yards; Par 71 


Seamus Power 64-64—128 -16 
Andrew Putnam 65-67—132 -11 
Tom Hoge 63-69—132 -11 
Adam Svensson 69-63—132 -11 
Austin Smotherman 65-68—133 -10 
Patrick Cantlay 65-68—133 -10 
Matthias Schwab 72-62—134 -10 
Sean O’Hair 67-67—134 -9 
Troy Merritt 68-67—135 -9 
Jason Day 68-66—134 -9 
David Lipsky 67-67—134 -9 
Hayden Buckley 71-64—135 -9 
Kelly Kraft 68-67—135 -9 
Satoshi Kodaira 68-67—135 -9 
Joel Dahmen 71-64—135 -8 
Tyler Duncan 68-68—136 -8 
Beau Hossler 70-65—135 -8 
Scott Stallings 67-68—135 -8 
Greyson Sigg 67-68—135 -8 
Matt Fitzpatrick 69-67—136 -7 
Jimmy Walker 70-66—136 -7 
Jonas Blixt 64-72—136 -7 
Curtis Thompson 69-67—136 -7 
Austin Cook 70-66—136 -7 
Bo Van Pelt 67-70—137 -6 
Doc Redman 66-71—137 -6 
Pat Perez 70-67—137 -6 
Denny McCarthy 68-70—138 -6 
Austin Eckroat 66-71—137 -6 
Keith Mitchell 69-68—137 -6 
Sahith Theegala 69-68—137 -6 
Dylan Frittelli 69-68—137 -6 
Justin Rose 70-67—137 -6 
Brendon Todd 68-69—137 -6 
Matthew NeSmith 69-69—138 -6 
Nate Lashley 68-69—137 -6 
Taylor Moore 68-69—137 -6 
Nick Taylor 69-69—138 -5 
Jonathan Byrd 66-72—138 -5 
Peter Malnati 67-71—138 -5 
Jordan Spieth 68-70—138 -5 
Grayson Murray 69-69—138 -5 
Vince Whaley 73-65—138 -5 
Luke Donald 71-68—139 -5 
Dylan Wu 69-69—138 -5 
Ben Kohles 68-70—138 -5 
Wyndham Clark 68-71—139 -4 
Taylor Pendrith 70-69—139 -4 
Camilo Villegas 67-72—139 -4 
Ryan Moore 66-73—139 -4 
Russell Knox 70-69—139 -4 
Vaughn Taylor 68-72—140 -4 
Adam Hadwin 72-68—140 -4 
D.J. Trahan 69-71—140 -4 
Greg Chalmers 73-66—139 -4 
Robert Garrigus 74-65—139 -4 
David Skinns 69-71—140 -4 
Davis Riley 69-70—139 -4 
Sung Kang 70-71—141 -3 
Ryan Armour 73-68—141 -3 
Kevin Tway 70-70—140 -3 
David Hearn 72-69-1411 -3 
Mackenzie Hughes 71-69—140 -3 
Seth Reeves 71-70—141 -3 


LPGA DRIVE ON CHAMPIONSHIP 
2nd of 3rounds,Crown Colony G&CC, 
Fort Myers, Fla., 6,592; Par 72 


Leona Maguire 
Marina Alex 
Brittany Altomare 
Stacy Lewis 

Linnea Johansson 
Lexi Thompson 
Jeongeun Lee6 
Patty Tavatanakit 
Lauren Stephenson 
Atthaya Thitikul 


66-65—131 -13 
65-66—131 -13 
68-67—135 -9 
68-67—=135 --9 
66-69—135 .-9 
69-67—136 -8 
67-69—136 -8 
66-70—136 -8 
72-65—137 -7 
71-66—137 -7 


Pauline Roussin-Bouchard70-67—137 -7 


Celine Boutier 
Yaeeun Hong 

Nanna Koerstz Madsen 
Charley Hull 

Brooke M. Henderson 
In Gee Chun 

Jennifer Chang 
Sarah Schmelzel 
Madelene Sagstrom 
Cheyenne Knight 
Allisen Corpuz 

Inbee Park 

Jasmine Suwannapura 
Su Oh 

Caroline Masson 
Bronte Law 

Perrine Delacour 
Kelly Tan 

Hye-Jin Choi 

Cydney Clanton 

Xiyu Janet Lin 
Megan Khang 

Ryann O’Toole 

Nasa Hataoka 

ALim Kim 

Janie Jackson 
Gemma Dryburgh 

Na Rin An 

Austin Ernst 

Amy Olson 

Georgia Hall 

Bianca Pagdanganan 
Marissa Steen 
Angela Stanford 
Jenny Shin 

Brittany Lincicome 
Pornanong Phatlum 


70-67—137 -7 
68-69—137 -7 
68-69—137 -7 
67-70—137 -7 
71-67—138 -6 
70-68—138 -6 
70-68—138 -6 
69-69—138 -6 
67-71—138 -6 
70-69—139 -5 
70-69—139 -5 
70-69—139 -5 
69-70—139 -5 
68-71—139 -5 
67-72=139 -5 
67-72—139 -5 
73-67—140 -4 
71-69—140 -4 
71-69—140 -4 
70-70—140 -4 
68-72—140 -4 
68-72—140 -4 
68-72—140 -4 
65-75—140 -4 
72-69—141 -3 
72-69—141 -3 
72-69—141 -3 
71-70—141 -3 
70-71—141 -3 
70-71—141 -3 
70-71—141 -3 
70-71—141 -3 
69-72—141 -3 
77-65—142 -2 
74-68—142 -2 
73-69—142 -2 
73-69—142 -2 


RAS AL KHAIMAH CHAMPIONSHIP 
2nd of 4 rounds; Al Hamra Golf 
Club;Ras al Khaimah, United Arab Emir- 


ates; 7,325 yards; Par 72 


130 (-14) 

David Law 

132 (-12) 

Nicolai Hojgaard 
134 (-10) 

Adrian Otaegui 
135 (-9) 

Oliver Bekker 
Thomas Detry 
Jordan L. Smith 
Brandon Stone 
136 (-8) 

Marcus Armitage 
136 (-8) 

Sebastian Heisele 
Robert Macintyre 
Lukas Nemecz 
Shaun Norris 
Tapio Pulkkanen 
Johannes Veerman 
137 (-7) 

Julien Brun 

John Catlin 
George Coetzee 
Ross Fisher 
Alfredo Garcia-Heredia 
Joachim B. Hansen 
Rasmus Hojgaard 
Francesco Laporta 
Matthieu Pavon 
Callum Shinkwin 
Steven Brown 
Craig Howie 

Scott Jamieson 
Matthew Jordan 
138 (-6) 

Edoardo Molinari 
Niklas Norgaard Moller 


66-64 
67-65 
71-63 


70-65 
66-69 
71-64 
66-69 


69-67 


65-71 
69-67 
70-66 
68-68 
68-68 
66-70 


71-66 
70-67 
68-69 
70-67 
69-68 
69-68 
69-68 
70-67 
68-69 
71-66 
71-67 
69-69 
65-73 
69-69 


72-66 
71-67 


MLB 





No spring in 


the latest step 


By Ronald Blum 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The start 
of spring training likely 
will be a casualty of Major 
League Baseball’s lockout, 
which will threaten open- 
ing day unless the drawn- 
out talks lead to a deal in 
less than a month. 

After a half-year of 
bickering over the sport’s 
economics, baseball’s 
warring factions couldn’t 
even agree on whether to 
have a mediator. 

The Major League 
Baseball Players Associ- 
ation on Friday ruled out 
a third party intervening, 
one day after MLB asked 
for help from the Federal 
Mediation and Concilia- 
tion Service, 

“Two months after 
implementing their lock- 
out, and just two days after 
committing to players that 
a counterproposal would 
be made, the owners 
refused to make a counter, 
and instead requested 
mediation,” the union said 
in a statement. 

“After consultation 
with our executive board, 
and taking into account a 
variety of factors, we have 
declined this request. The 
clearest path to a fair and 
timely agreement is to get 
back to the table. Players 
stand ready to negotiate.” 

Owners locked out play- 
ers on Dec. 2, immediately 
following the expiration 
of a five-year collective 
bargaining agreement. 
There have been just three 
in-person negotiating 
sessions on core econom- 
ics since, on Jan. 24-25 and 
this past Tuesday, plus a 
digital session on Jan. 13. 
The sides are still far apart. 

“With camps sched- 
uled to open in less than 
two weeks, it is time to get 
immediate assistance from 
the Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service to 
help us work through our 
differences and break the 


IN BRIEF 


deadlock,” MLB said ina 
statement. 

“It is clear the most 
productive path forward 
would be the involvement 
of an impartial third party 
to help bridge gaps and 
facilitate an agreement. 
It is hard to understand 
why a party that wants to 
make an agreement would 
reject mediation from the 
federal agency specifically 
tasked with resolving these 
disputes, including many 
successes in professional 
sports.” 

No negotiating sessions 
are scheduled on the 
primary economic issues. 
The sides met three times 
this week on non-core 
topics. 

Players blame owners 
for the lockout. Commis- 
sioner Rob Manfred said 
his side was being proac- 
tive, not wanting to risk a 
late-season strike similar 
to the one that wiped out 
the 1994 World Series. 

Players are upset 
payrolls declined to $4.05 
billion last year, the lowest 
in a fully completed year 
since 2015. They are 
asking for an expansion of 
salary arbitration eligibil- 
ity, a significant increase 
in luxury tax thresholds 
and minimum salaries, 
a decrease in revenue 
sharing and new rules to 
prevent what they allege is 
service time manipulation 
by clubs. Teams say they 
will not expand arbitra- 
tion or decrease revenue 
sharing, and that intensive 
negotiations on the luxury 
tax are for the final stage of 
bargaining. 

Given that at least three 
weeks of training and exhi- 
bition games are required 
and the need for several 
days for players to report 
to camps and go through 
COVID-19 protocols, 
opening day on March 31 
will be threatened if there 
is no agreement by the 
end of February or early 
March. 


Clippers and Blazers 
swap 5 players in trade 


News services 


The Trail Blazers traded 
Norman Powell and 
Robert Covington to the 
Clippers on Friday for Eric 
Bledsoe, Justise Winslow, 
rookie Keon Johnson and 
a second-round pick in 
2025. 

The trade, first 
announced by ESPN, 
moved the Trail Blaz- 
ers under the luxury-tax 
threshold. The move 
comes less than a week 
before the NBA’s trade 
deadline. 

Both teams are in danger 
of having to go through the 
play-in tournament to get 
to the playoffs. 


NFL: The Jaguars hired 
Doug Pederson as their 
head coach Thursday 
night, ending a wild and 
winding search that ended 
up where it started more 
than a month ago. Peder- 
son, who led the Eagles to 
their lone Super Bowl title, 
was the Jags’ first candi- 
date interviewed when 
he met with owner Shad 
Khan and GM Trent Baalke 


on Dec. 30. ... An investi- 
gation into sexual harass- 
ment of women employed 
by Washington’s NFL fran- 
chise was not as indepen- 
dent as the team and the 
league claimed, members 
of Congress said Friday. 
The House Committee 
on Oversight and Reform 
released documents that 
showed the league and the 
team, now known as the 
Commanders, agreed to 
pursue a “joint legal strat- 
egy” related to the probe. 
The private agreement 
was signed days after the 
league said it had taken 
over an investigation of the 
team initiated by owner 
Dan Snyder. 


Golf: Leona Maguire and 
Marina Alex shared the 
lead Friday in the LPGA 
Drive On Champion- 
ship after another windy 
round at Crown Colony. 
Maguire birdied the par-5 
18th for a 7-under 65, and 
Alex closed with birdies on 
the par-4 eighth and par-5 
ninth for a 66. They were at 
13-under 131 with a round 


left. 


SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
AND MUCH MORE 


ADVERTISE HERE! 


Call Lori-at-860-647-5363 
or email: lpikul@courant.com 
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Flores: Belichick had ‘back channel’ influence on hiring of Daboll 


By Dennis Young 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Brian Flores 
made asomewhat obvious state- 
ment about the Giants’ hiring of 
Brian Daboll as head coach: 

It was influenced by their 
mutual old boss, Bill Belichick, 
whose bumbling text messages 
ultimately led to Flores suing the 
NFL and three teams for racist 
hiring practices. 

“T do think that there are back 
channel conversations and back 
channel meetings that are had that 
oftentimes influence decisions. I 
think that’s is a clear example of 
that,” he said of the Giants hiring 
Daboll and, per the Belichick texts, 


UP NEXT 


possibly landing on him before 
Flores was even interviewed. 

“There’s Bill Belichick, his 
resume speaks for itself. He has 
influence. It was clear that that 
decision was made with his influ- 
ence. That’s part of the problem. 
That needs to change. There needs 
to be a fair and equal opportunity 
to interview and showcase your 
abilities to lead and earn one of 
those positions,” Flores said on Jay 
Williams’ NPR podcast. 

Flores and Daboll were both 
former Patriots assistants, with 
Flores rising on Belichick’s defen- 
sive staff from 2008 to 2018 and 
Daboll working several stints on 
both sides of the ball from 2000-06 


and 2013-16. Not getting Belichick’s 


UConn MBB: at Villanova, Saturday, noon; Marquette (XL), 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.; at Xavier, Friday, 7 p.m. 

UConn WBB: Tennessee (XL), Sunday, noon; Villanova 
(XL), Wednesday, 7 p.m.; DePaul (Gampel), Friday, 7 p.m. 
Celtics: at Magic, Sunday, 6 p.m.; at Nets, Tuesday, 

7:30 p.m.; Nuggets, Friday, 7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: at Lakers, Saturday, 8:30 p.m.; at Jazz, Monday, 

9 p.m.; at Nuggets, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

Nets: at Nuggets, Sunday, 3:30 p.m.; Celtics, Tuesday, 

7:30 p.m.; at Wizards, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

UConn hockey: at New Hampshire, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Merrimack, Tuesday, 7 p.m.; at Boston Coll., Friday, 7 jo.m. 
Bruins: Penguins, Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Hurricanes, Thursday, 
7p.m.; at Senators, Feb. 12, 12:30 p.m. 

Rangers: Bruins, Feb. 15, 7 p.m.; Red Wings, Feb. 17, 7 p.m.; 
at Senators, Feb. 20, 5 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Lehigh Valley, Saturday, 5 p.m.; Springfield, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Rochester, Feb. 12, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

AUTO RACING 

8:30 p.m.: NASCAR Cup Series Busch Light Clash at The 
Coliseum, Heat Qualifying. (Live) FS1 

BASKETBALL 

12 p.m.: Connecticut at Villanova. (Live) FOX 

12 p.m.: Illinois at Indiana. (Live) ESPN 

12 p.m.: Oklahoma at Oklahoma State. (Live) ESPN2 

12 p.m.: Mercer at UT-Chattanooga. (Live) ESPNU 

12 p.m.: St. John’s at Butler. (Live) FS1 

1p.m.: Tennessee at South Carolina. (Live) CBS 

1p.m.: Auburn at Georgia. (Live) SEC 

2 p.m.: East Tennessee State at Wofford. (Live) CBSSN 
2p.m.: Teams TBA. (Live) ESPN ESPN2 ESPNU 

2 p.m.: DePaul at Xavier. (Live) FS1 

2:30 p.m.: Michigan at Purdue. (Live) FOX 

3 p.m.: Notre Dame at NC State. (Live) ACC 

3:30 p.m.: Ole Miss at Florida. (Live) SEC 

4p.m.: UNC-Wilmington at William & Mary. (Live) CBSSN 
4 p.m.: Baylor at Kansas. (Live) ESPN 

4 p.m.: Missouri at Texas A&M. (Live) ESPN2 

4p.m.: Michigan State at Rutgers. (Live) FS1 

4:30 p.m.: Texas Southern at Florida A&M. (Live) NBA 
5 p.m.: USC at Arizona. (Live) FOX 

6 p.m.: LSU at Vanderbilt. (Live) SEC 

6 p.m.: UNLV at Utah State. (Live) CBSSN 

6 p.m.: Duke at North Carolina. (Live) ESPN 

6 p.m.: SMU at Wichita State. (Live) ESPN2 

6 p.m.: Northern lowa at Drake. (Live) ESPNU 

6 p.m.: Oregon State at Colorado. (Live) FS1 

7p.m.: Virginia Tech at Pittsburgh. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: New Mexico at Air Force. (Live) CBSSN 

8 p.m.: Kentucky at Alabama. (Live) ESPN 

8 p.m.: Teams TBA. (Live) ESPN2 ESPNU 

8:30 p.m.: Knicks at Lakers. (Live) ABC 

8:30 p.m.: Mississippi State at Arkansas. (Live) SEC 
9:30 p.m.: Oregon at Utah. (Live) FS1 

10 p.m.: Loyola Marymount at Saint Mary’s. (Live) CBSSN 
10 p.m.: Gonzaga at BYU. (Live) ESPN 

10 p.m.: UCLA at Arizona State. (Live) ESPN2 

BOXING 

7 p.m.: PBC Fight Night: Abel Ramos vs. Luke Santamaria. 
(Live) FOX 

FOOTBALL 

2:30 p.m.: Reese’s Senior Bowl. (Live) NFL 

1a.m.: Virginia at Miami. (Taped) ACC 

GOLF 

1p.m.: AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Third Round. (Live) 
GOLF 

3 p.m.: AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Third Round. (Live) 
CBS 

3:30 a.m.: Asian Tour Golf PIF Saudi International, Final 
Round. (Live) GOLF 

GYMNASTICS 

4 p.m.: Women’s College: Auburn at LSU. (Live) ESPNU 
HOCKEY 

3 p.m.: 2022 NHL All-Star Game (Live) ABC SPRTNET 
7:30 p.m.: College: UConn at New Hampshire. (Live), 
Radio: 97.9 

9:30 p.m.: 2022 NHL All-Star Skills Competition (Taped) 
NHL 

MOTORCYCLE RACING 

10 p.m.: AMA Supercross Monster Energy Series, Round 5. 
(Live) CNBC 

OLYMPICS 

6 a.m.: Beijing 2022 Morning. (Live) SPRTNET 

6:30 a.m.: Freestyle Skiing. (Live) USA 

8:10 a.m.: Women’s Hockey - U.S. vs ROC. (Live) USA 
10:30 a.m.: Luge. (Same-day Tape) USA 

12 p.m.: Beijing 2022 Daytime - The Hockey Show. (Live) 
SPRTNET 

12 p.m.: Biathlon. (Same-day Tape) USA 

1:30 p.m.: Ski Jumping. (Same-day Tape) USA 

2 p.m.: Cross Country Skiing, Luge, Soeed Skating, Ski 
Jumping. (Same-day Tape) NBC 

2:30 p.m.: Short Track. (Same-day Tape) USA 

4 p.m.: Mixed Doubles Curling - China vs U.S. (Same-day 
Tape) CNBC 

6 p.m.: Mixed Doubles Curling - U.S. vs Canada. (Same-day 
Tape) CNBC 

8 p.m.: Short Track, Figure Skating, Alpine Skiing. (Live) 
NBC 

8 p.m.: Beijing 2022 Primetime. (Live) SPRTNET 

8 p.m.: Mixed Doubles Curling - U.S. vs Czech Republic. 
(Live) CNBC 

8:30 p.m.: Snowboarding. (Live) USA 

11 p.m.: Alpine Skiing. (Live) USA 

11:30 p.m.: Snowboarding. (Live) USA 

12a.m.: Snowboarding, Freestyle Skiing. (Same-day Tape) NBC 
12 a.m.: Beijing 2022 Tonight. (Live) SPRTNET 

1:35 a.m.: (Same-day Tape) USA 

2a.m.: Cross-Country Skiing. (Live) USA 

3:35 a.m.: Speed Skating. (Live) USA 

SOCCER 

8 a.m.: Italian Serie BSoccer Como vs Lecce. (Live) FSP 
11:30 a.m.: FIFA Club World Cup Soccer Al-Ahly vs 
Monterrey. (Live) FSP 

12 p.m.: Italian Serie A Soccer Inter Milan vs AC Milan. 
(Live) CBSSN 

7:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) UNI 
9:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) UNI 
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perspective on his two former 
longtime aides would be malprac- 
tice; it seems what Flores objects 
to is Belichick putting his thumb 
on the scale for yet another white 
coach. 

The irony here is that the Giants 
are no stranger to pursuing Beli- 
chick assistants, hiring Joe Judge 
off Belichick’s staff in 2020 and 
trying to lure Matt Patricia before 
getting rejected in 2018. Belichick 
gave Giants ownership a droll 
endorsement of Judge — “He’s 
better than the last two guys you 
hired” — who ended up produc- 


ing the same two-year failure as 
Ben McAdoo and Pat Shurmur 
and generally flamed out like most 
coaches do after getting promoted 


from a Patriots job. 

Along with Bill O’Brien, Flores 
is arguably one of only two former 
Belichick assistants to be anything 
better than a complete disaster as 
an NFL head coach. 

There’s nothing wrong with 
asking a successful coach about his 
staff. But maybe NFL teams could 
make an exception for ignoring Bill 
Belichick’s advice. 

Meanwhile, the Giants denied 
all the allegations, including any 
influence by Belichick, in a state- 
ment released Thursday evening. 

Flores claimed he had several 
“sham” interviews for head 
coach jobs, including with the 
Giants, after he was fired from the 
Dolphins in January. He claims he 


was only interviewed for those jobs 
so the teams could fulfill Rooney 
Rule requirements that minority 
candidates be interviewed and 

was never seriously considered for 
those open positions. 

“Brian Flores has raised serious 
issues in the filing of his complaint. 
The specific claims against the 
Giants and Mr. Flores’ allegations 
about the legitimacy of his candi- 
dacy for our head coach position 
are disturbing and simply false,” 
the team said. 

The team claims it conducted 
its interviews for head coach 
appropriately and only decided on 
Daboll on Jan. 28, more than a day 
after Flores’ second interview with 
the team. 


Celtics center Robert Williams I t blocks a shot by Pistons 
forward Kelly Olynyk in the second half Friday in Detroit. 
PAUL SANCYA/AP 


CELTICS 102, PISTONS 93 


Tatum scores 24 as 


S. Boston snags 4th 


straight victory 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — Jayson 
Tatum scored 24 points 
in 28 minutes, and the 
Boston Celtics extended 
their winning streak to four 
games with a 102-93 victory 
over the Detroit Pistons on 
Friday night. 

Jaylen Brown scored 13 
points for the Celtics, who 
won for the sixth time in 
seven games. Josh Rich- 
ardson scored 12 points 
and Robert Williams had 11 
points, 11 rebounds and five 
blocks for Boston, which 
never trailed and led by as 
many as 24 points. 

Hamidou Diallo had 21 
points and 14 rebounds as 
Detroit wrapped up a four- 
game homestand and lost 
for the seventh time in eight 
games. Saddiq Bey scored 
21 points and Jerami Grant 
added 10 points. 

Boston held Detroit to a 
season-low point total in the 
first half and led 46-31 at the 
break. The Pistons’ previous 
first-half low was 37 points 


against the New York Knicks 
on Dec. 21. 

Tatum scored 19 points in 
the third quarter as the Celt- 
ics led 78-56 heading into 
the fourth quarter. 

Tip-ins: Detroit rookie 
guard Cade Cunningham, 
the top pick in last year’s 
draft, missed his second 
consecutive game due toa 
right hip pointer. “It’s noth- 
ing serious, but we’re going 
to be cautious with it,” coach 
Dwane Casey said. “He’s just 
got to get those muscles in 
his behind firing the right 
way and the soreness out.” 

.. The Pistons were also 
missing guard Josh Jack- 
son (right lumbar spine 
spasm). ... Celtics forward 
Al Horford was held out in 
the fourth quarter due toa 
sore right foot. 

The Celtics have won 
seven of their last nine 
games on Detroit’s home 
court. ... The teams will play 
three more times over the 
next five weeks — in Detroit 
on Feb. 26 and in Boston on 
Feb. 16 and March 11. 


WNBA 

Former UConn 
star Charles signs 
with Mercury 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


WNBA free agency just got 
quite interesting. 

Tina Charles, a 6-foot-4 
forward who led the league 
in scoring in 2021, signed 
with the three-time cham- 
pion Phoenix Mercury, the 
franchise announced Friday. 

The two-time champion 
at UConn, 2012 WNBA 
MVP and eight-time WNBA 
All-Star is looking to win 
her first WNBA title with 
Mercury, who fell to the 
Chicago Sky in the WNBA 
Finals last season. Charles 
reportedly took a pay cut 
and is earning just $108,000 
ona protected one-year deal, 
according Winsidr’s Rachel 
Galligan. 

“Tina is an elite talent 
in our league and adding 
a player of her caliber is 
another example of our 
commitment to our fans and 
players to pursue a champi- 
onship every year,’ Mercury 
general manager Jim Pitman 
said in astatement. “Tina has 
made it clear that she wants 
to win and wants to do so in 
Phoenix. 

“For us, this move is about 
adding absolute top-end 
talent into our frontcourt 
which already features what 
we consider the most domi- 
nant player in the game in 
BG [Brittney Griner] and 
the league’s best defender in 
Brianna Turner. We expect to 
be able to play all three fewer 
minutes, which should bene- 
fit us in the playofts.” 

After previously play- 
ing for the Connecticut 
Sun, New York Liberty and 
Washington Mystics, Charles 
will join forces with fellow 
former Husky Diana Taurasi, 
Skylar Diggins-Smith, Griner 
and new Phoenix addition 
Diamond DeShields. 

Charles, a nine-time 
All-WNBA pick, has expe- 
rience playing with Taurasi, 
Griner and Diggins-Smith 
with USA Basketball. 

Kia Nurse, who is coming 
off an ACL tear, has yet to 
officially re-sign with Phoe- 
nix but was extended a qual- 
ifying offer by the team. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: at Villanova, 
noon, FOX 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Sunday: vs. Tennessee (at 
XL Center), noon, FOX 
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UConn’s Adama Sanogo, right, strips the ball from Creighton’s Alex O’Connell in the second half Tuesday at the XL Center. 


Creighton won, 59-55. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Huskies 
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long and plays really hard, “ he said. 
“Very similar to the Marquette team 
we just played.” 

The Huskies’ length on defense 
could pose major issues for the Wild- 
cats. 

“They have a lot of length,” said 
guard Jermaine Samuels. “They have 
(Adama) Sanogo down there. They 
have (Akok) Akok, (Isaiah) Whaley 
and R.J. Cole, who is a ballhawk. They 
have a lot of guys that can be disrup- 
tive.” 

The UConn-Villanova rivalry is 
historic, something not lost on Wild- 
cats guard Collin Gillespie, who led 
his team with 20 points in a 68-60 win 
over UConn on Feb. 20, 2021. 

“They’re a great team and great 
program,” he said. “We know how 
successful they have been. They came 
right back into the Big East and have 
been successful since they came back. 
We know how tough their teams are 
and how physical they play. It’s going 
to be fun. It’s always a battle with 
those guys.” 

According to Wright, guard Justin 
Moore is questionable for the game 
with an ankle injury. 

With or without Moore, Wright 
expects UConn to press and he wants 
his team to respond aggressively. On 
the defensive end, he wants his team 
to stick with their guys and rebound 
better. 

“We talked about finishing our 
possessions and everybody matched 
up,” he said. “We were overhelping 
(against Marquette) and getting out 
of position. That was hurting our 
rebounding. 

“That’s something UConn does 
a great job of. They run some really 
good cuts offensively that can get you 
out of position, then they go and attack 


the offensive glass. We’ve really got to 
be smart about that.” 

On Friday, Huskies’ Sanogo was 
named on the 10-player watch list 
for the 2022 Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Center of the Year Award. The annual 
award recognizes the best center in 
men’s college basketball. 

Here’s everything you need to know 
about the matchup: 


The basics 


Site: Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia 
Time: 12 p.m., Saturday 

Series: Villanova leads 37-31 

Last meeting: Villanova won, 68-60, 
on Feb. 20, 2021, at Gampel Pavilion. 
TV: FS1 (Gus Johnson, Jim Jackson) 
Live Stream: Fox Sports app 

Radio: UConn Sports Network (Mike 
Crispino, Wayne Norman). XM-201. 
Sirius-137. XM-201. SXM app-964. 
97.9-ESPN Hartford. WILI-1400-AM 
(Willimantic). WATR-1320-AM 
(Waterbury). WAVZ-1300-AM (New 
Haven). WGCH-1490-AM 
(Greenwich). 


No. 12 Villanova (16-6, 
9-3 Big East) probable 


starters, sixth man 

Collin Gillespie, G, 6-3, Gr.; Brandon 
Slater, F, 6-7, Sr.; Justin Moore, G, 6-4, 
Jr.; Jermaine Samuels, F, 6-7, Gr.; Eric 
Dixon, F, 6-8, So.; Caleb Daniels, G, 6-4, 
Sr; 


No. 17 UConn (15-5, 6-3) 
probable starters, 


sixth man 


R.J. Cole, G, 6-1, GS; Isaiah Whaley, F, 
6-9, GS; Adama Sanogo, F, 6-9, So.; 
Tyrese Martin, G/F, 6-6, Sr.; Andre 
Jackson, G/F, 6-6, So.; Jordan Hawkins, 
G, 6-5, Fr. 
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The matchup 


UConn’s offense: The Huskies need to 
take care of the ball as Villanova ranks 
No. 6 in Division | in steal percentage 
with 6.6%, according to KenPom. 
Overall, the offense needs to take more 
deliberate shots and avoid a slow start. 
UConn’s defense: The biggest focus 
will be guarding the speedy Villanova 
guards off the dribble and making sure 
if they get by, the help defense rotates. 
If they get fouled, the Wildcats will 
convert from more often not as they 
lead Division |, shooting 82.5% from 
the free throw line. 

Villanova’s offense: Gillespie leads 
the team in scoring with 17.1 points 

per game while shooting 42.4% from 
the beyond the arc, so he will be the 
primary focus. He had 16 points on 
5-for-15 shooting from the field in 
thegame against Marquette. Overall, 
the offense does a great job of taking 
care of the ball with just 9.5 turnovers, 
tied for sixth in Division I. 

Villanova defense: According to 
KenPom, the Wildcats have 91.9 
defensive efficiency, ranking No. 21 in 
Division |. The Wildcats’ defense will be 
a good test for a UConn offense that 
has struggled lately. 

UConn’s key: Don’t start slow 
offensively; make somebody beside 
Gillespie beat them. 

Player to watch: Cole. How he plays 
on offense and defends the Villanova 
guards could be pivotal in the game’s 
outcome. 

About Villanova’s coach: Jay Wright 
is in his 21st season coaching Wildcats. 
He was inducted into the Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2021. 

Villanova’s mascot: Wildcat. It was 
chosen in 1926. 

Villanova famous alumni: Current 
NBA player Kyle Lowry. 


Shreyas Laddha can be reached at 
sladdha@courant.com. 
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you get everyone’s best 
shot. That’s how it’s been 
for four years. [Saturday] 
should be exciting, noon 
top-off, big crowd, 18,000, 
that’s an atmosphere you 
want to play in.” 

This season, the Huskies 
have a win at Marquette, 
which has been the surprise 
in the conference, but lost 
their chance to get some 
measure of revenge against 
Creighton, and lost before a 
packed XL Center against 
conference front-runner 
Providence on Dec. 18. 

So this game at Villanova is 
more for the psyche than the 
NET Ranking. UConn is No. 
17 in NetRankings, second 
highest in the Big East to 
‘Nova at No. 7. That’s positive 
territory to getan NCAA 
Tournament berth, barring 
the kind of tailspin that is 
always a danger in a league 
this strong top to bottom. To 
solidify their position and 
start talking about a favorable 
seed, UConn needs to end 
the program’s long drought 
against the Wildcats. 

“We've got a lot of guys 
who have been in college for 
like five years and they’ve 
never beaten Villanova,” 
Adama Sanogo said. “This 
isabig chance for us. I think 
we're going to... we’re going 
to win.” 

Starting with a three-year 
nonconference series and 
spilling over into Year One 
in the Big East, UConn has 
lost to Villanova four years 
in arow.A split ofthe two 
games this season would play 
just fine, but a win Saturday 
and UConn would be under 
much less pressure when the 
Wildcats come to Hartford 
on Feb. 22. 

Again, let’s avoid the 
metrics and talk intuition. 

It just feels like it’s time for 
UConn to wina game of this 
magnitude. Providence may 
be 29th in NET Rankings, 
but the Friars are 5-1 against 
Quadrant One opponents, 
while UConn is 2-4. Villa- 
nova is coming offa loss to 
Marquette and will be as 
tenacious as ever; UConn 
must match it. It’s time. 

“T don’t know that there is 
any one individual team we 
feel we have to get over the 
hump against,’ Hurley said. 
“Right now, we need to win 
a game and this would bea 
big win.” 

The women, to an even 
greater degree than the men, 
are always chasing their 
past. Without the injuries 
that have befallen them, the 
Huskies would likely be in 
their familiar place among 
the nation’s elite. As itis, the 
Huskies are ranked 10th, 14-4 
overall, 9-0 in the conference 
and on a five-game winning 
streak. With each step the TV 
cameras catch Paige Bueck- 
ers walking without acrutch, 
there is hope. Since her 


“We've got a lot 

of guys who have 
been in college 

for like five years 
and they’ve never 
beaten Villanova. 
This is a big chance 
for us. I think we’re 
going to... we're 
going to win.” 


— Adama Sanogo 


knee injury Dec. 5, the win 
over Notre Dame that day 
remains UConn’s last signifi- 
cant nonconference victory. 

They lost to South Caro- 
lina with Bueckers, to 
Georgia Tech, Louisville 
and Oregon without her. A 
win over Tennessee with 
the current cast would goa 
long way toward establish- 
ing what this team could 
ultimately be with their best 
player. 

A basketball team is a 
mosaic, but until the end it 
can only be viewed one tile 
at a time. Several of those 
tiles have been painful to the 
eyes of the UConn women’s 
basketball fan, but maybe, 
ifyou paid attention to the 
right groundhog, better days 
are closer. Through their 
injuries, UConn has seen 
freshman Caroline Ducha- 
rme get better and better, 
watched as Olivia Nelson- 
Ododa has become more 
ageressive. Azzi Fudd is back, 
and taking steps. 

Now, imagine dropping 
Bueckers into that formula. 
Imagine — dare we say it? — 
the bench strength. It could 
be something special, even 
by the lofty standards, ifthere 
is enough time for them to 
get acclimated to playing 
together before the tour- 
nament. This game against 
Tennessee, aside from the 
spectacle of the rivalry, can 
spring UConn to a better 
position and show some 
progress since the loss at 
Oregon. 

There has already been a 
positive development. The 
decision to postpone the 
game against Butler Friday 
due to weather spared the 
Huskies from having to play 
aridiculous four games in 
eight days. 

Throw it all in the crock- 
pot and this has the makings 
of aconsequential week- 
end for UConn basketball, 

a weekend the two sets of 
fans could look back to and 
say, “That’s where it turned 
around.” Or the results could 
be more subtle than seismic. 
Their seasons will still be 
alive, their goals still on the 
table come Monday, but we 
will know alot more about 


them. 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 
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Olympic stage is set.” 

An Olympic opening ceremony 
typically provides the host nation 
a chance to showcase its culture, 
define its place in the world, 
flaunt its best side. That’s some- 
thing China in particular has been 
consumed with for decades. But at 
this year’s Beijing Games, the gulf 
between performance and real- 
ity is shaping up to be particularly 
jarring. 

Fourteen years ago, a Beijing 
opening ceremony that featured 
massive pyrotechnic displays 
and thousands of card-flipping 
performers set a new standard of 
extravagance to start an Olympics 
that no host since has matched. It 
was a fitting start to an event often 
billed as China’s “coming out.” 

Now, no matter how you view 


it, China has arrived — but the 
hope for amore open country that 
accompanied those first Games 
has faded. 

In the runup to the Olympics, 
China’s suppression of dissent 
was also on display in the contro- 
versy surrounding Chinese tennis 
star Peng Shuai. She disappeared 
from public view last year after 
accusing a former Communist 
Party official of sexual assault. 
Her accusation was quickly 
scrubbed from the internet, and 
discussion of it remains heavily 
censored. 

In the shadow of those political 
issues, China put on its show. As 
Xi took his seat, the performers 
turned toward him and repeat- 
edly bowed. A simultaneous 
cheer went up as they raised their 
pom poms toward their presi- 
dent — China’s most powerful 
leader since Mao Zedong, who 
established the People’s Repub- 


Did you know? 


Whether you have a rear-wheel-drive, front-wheel-drive, or 
AWD or 4WD vehicle, your best hedge against trouble in the snow 
when driving is snow tires. 


riscassi-davis.com 


lic in 1949, A barrage of fireworks, 
including some that spelled out 
“Spring,” announced that the 
festivities were at hand. 

A line of people dressed in 
costumes representing China’s 
varied ethnicities passed the 
national flag to the pole where it 
was raised — a show of unity the 
country often puts on as part of 
its narrative that its wide range 
of ethnic groups live together in 
peace and prosperity. 

But politics still elbowed its way 
into the proceedings. The parade 
of athletes from Taiwan — the 
island democracy that China says 
belongs to it but that competes 
separately as “Chinese Taipei” 
— was greeted with a cheer from 
the crowd, as were the Russian 
competitors. An overcoated Putin 
stood and waved at the delega- 
tion, nodding crisply as they 
marched. 

The stadium was relatively full, 


though by no means at capacity, 
after authorities decided to allow 
a select group to attend events. 

As with any Olympics, atten- 
tion will shift Saturday — at least 
partially — from the geopolitical 
issues of the day to the athletes 
themselves. 

All eyes turn now to whether 
Alpine skiing superstar Mikaela 
Shiffrin, who already owns three 
Olympic medals, can exceed 
sky-high expectations. How 
snowboard sensation Shaun 
White will cap off his Olympic 
career — and ifthe sport’s current 
standard-bearer, Chloe Kim, 
will wow us again. And whether 
Russia’s women will sweep the 
medals in figure skating. 

And China is pinning its hopes 
on Eileen Gu, the 18-year-old, 
American-born freestyle skier 
who has chosen to compete for 
her mother’s native country and 
could win three gold medals. 
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their ticket for upper-level seats at 
the UConn-Tennessee game this 
Sunday “regardless of original 
ticket value, while supplies last.” 
Patrons can bring their Butler 
game tickets to the XL Center box 
office prior to tip to execute the 
exchange. 

The school added that those who 
purchased a three-game mini-plan 
or single-game ticket to the Butler 
game can use their same game tick- 
ets for the matchup if it’s resched- 
uled. Ifnot, patrons can select from 
available tickets to another remain- 
ing home game. 

Season ticket holders will 
maintain access to their seats if 
the game is rescheduled. If not, 
UConn will credit season ticket 
holders’ accounts at the end of the 
season. 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 
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SHORTS 
Last trip to battle UNC for Coach K 


The famed rivalry between No. 9 Duke 
and North Carolina is changing. One 
Hall of Fame coach is gone, with the Tar 
Heels’ Roy Williams retiring last spring 
and former UNC player and assistant 
Hubert Davis replacing him. On Satur- 
day, outgoing Duke coach Mike Krzyze- 
wski will make his final trip to Chapel 
Hill for the annual showdown. Davis’ debut and Krzyze- 
wsky’s latest stop on his farewell tour add another dynamic 
as the rivals fight for position atop the ACC. “I wouldn’t say 
it’s pressure,” Duke big man Mark Williams said of Krzyze- 
wski’s UNC finale. “Obviously the stakes are a little differ- 
ent, but we’re still playing the same game.” But the focus 
will be on the sidelines. In 42 seasons at Duke, Krzyze- 
wski battled against late Hall of Famer Dean Smith, and 
he’s been a constant while UNC moved from Smith to Bill 
Guthridge to Matt Doherty and 18 seasons under Williams. 
He coached Duke in the first game at the Smith Center in 
January 1986. “We’ve had so many amazing games, some 
that we’ve won and some that we’ve lost. But they’ve been 
really high-level games,” Krzyzewski said. 








Longtime MLB ump West retires 


Joe West has made it official, retir- 
ing from Major League Baseball after 
umpiring a record 5,460 regular-season 
games. The 69-year-old West worked 
his first big league game on Sept. 14, 
1976, at third base in Atlanta when the 
Braves hosted the Houston Astros. His 
finale was on Oct. 6, when he worked 
home plate at Dodger Stadium for the NL wild-card game 
between the Dodgers and the Cardinals. Known as Coun- 
try Joe, West set the record for regular-season games last 
May 25, when he worked the plate when the Chicago 
White Sox hosted the Cardinals. NL umpire Bill Klem 
had held the record following in a career that spanned 
1905-41. Roberto Ortiz became the first Puerto Rican-born 
umpire to join the big league staff in a series of retirements 
and promotions announced Friday by MLB. “I am honored 
and blessed to have the privilege of becoming the first 
Puerto Rican umpire to be hired by MLB,” the 37-year-old 
Ortiz said. “It fills me with pride to be able to represent my 
family and my island of Puerto Rico in what I consider the 
best league in the world.” 








Rollerbladers move in unison at a Winter Olympics Culture Plaza in a district of Shijingshan in Beijing on Friday. SAM MCNEIL/AP 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


The stage has been set 


Beijing excited, dismisses 
controversy as Games begin 


Associated Press 


As the lights flashed on the Bird’s 
Nest, the stadium designed for the 
previous Olympics in China, 63-year 
old Liu Wenbin was just one of many 
excited Beijing residents eager for the 
Games to begin. 

It didn’t matter that Beijing had 
just held the Olympics 14 years ago, 
or that the country had to artificially 
construct snow, or that the U.S. and 
several other Western countries were 
staging a diplomatic boycott over 
Beijing’s internment of a large part of 
its minority Uyghur population. 

Many Chinese were filled with pride 
— like Liu, who filmed the opening 
ceremony on his phone as he watched 
from home in western Beijing. 

“As a Chinese person, I feel incom- 
parably proud,” Liu said. “Our great 
China really is No. 1. Even when the 
pandemic is so severe, we’re still able 
to hold this highly anticipated inter- 
national event, the Winter Olympics.” 

Liu, a retiree from Beijing, was 
unable to see the event up close this 
year as tickets were only available 
to select groups owing to pandemic 
prevention measures. In 2008, he 
was too busy at work to snag tickets to 
Beijing’s Summer Games. 

Even though the Olympics are being 
held with strict COVID-19 prevention 
measures, there was still a festive air in 
the capital city. At the Winter Olympics 
Culture Plaza in Beijing, neighborhood 
dance troupes performed as families 
gathered to join in the excitement. 


“This Winter Olympics, it’s like an 
international festival, and as a volun- 
teer, it’s a hugely important thing for 
me as a college student, and even in 
my life” said Zhang Xinrui, a college 
senior who was volunteering at the 
event. “You can hear from my voice 
how excited and how happy I am.” 

“T hope that our athletes do well, and 
together show the world our future,’ 
said Liu Jingyun, 69, who was part ofa 
group of dancers performing with flat 
taiping drums, decorated with snow- 


flakes. 


Chances at 
politicking abound 


For all the talk of a diplomatic 
boycott, Chinese leader Xi Jinping has 
managed to attract a globe-spanning 
roster of presidents, royals and other 
dignitaries to the opening ceremony 
of the Winter Olympics. 

The fact that most of them represent 
countries that are unlikely to win any 
medals — if they’re even competing at 
all — doesn’t seem to matter. 

What does, from Beijing’s perspec- 
tive, is presenting an image that China 
has emerged as a global power whose 
authoritarian style of government can 
compete in a world dominated by the 
U.S. and its fellow democracies. 

“There is a strong authoritarian tilt 
among the list of leaders attending,” 
said Andrew Yeo, a politics professor 
at The Catholic University of Amer- 
ica and senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. “It’s a much different list 
of global leaders when compared with 
the attendees of Biden’s Summit for 
Democracy last December.” 





The guest list for Friday includes 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin, whose tens 
of thousands of troops are poised for 
a possible invasion of Ukraine. Also 
here: the heads of a good chunk of the 
rest of the former Soviet Union and 
the unelected rulers of several ener- 
gy-rich Gulf Arab states. That leaves 
plenty of room for diplomatic intrigue 
and backroom deal-making for those 
making the trip. One side effect of the 
pandemic has been to make face time 
with Xi more valuable than ever — 
even if it must be done behind a mask. 
The Chinese leader hasn’t been abroad 
in more than two years. His country 
has sharply limited international travel 
while pursuing a zero-tolerance policy 
in fighting the virus. 

So anyone who wants to meet 
Xi, China’s most powerful leader in 
decades, or other top officials like 
Premier Li Keqiang in person has to 
make the trip — no matter how power- 
ful they are at home. And so they are 
coming, from Argentina and Egypt, 
from Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan. 


Showtime for NBC 


Overall, NBC plans to show more 
than 2,800 hours of coverage across its 
channels and platforms. Those include 
NBC, USA, CNBC, NBCOlympics.com 
and the streaming app Peacock. 

According to the network, this year’s 
Olympics will be the first to include 
coverage of all events both live and on 
demand. 

Several sports, including hockey and 
figure skating, started before the open- 
ing ceremony began, but no medals 
will be awarded until Saturday, the first 
full day of competition. 


Player arrested in spitting incident 


UCLA men’s basketball player Mac 
Etienne was arrested and cited on 
suspicion of misdemeanor assault after 
appearing to spit toward a fan after the 
Bruins lost a road game to Pac-12 rival 
Arizona, a University of Arizona police 
spokesman said Friday. The alleged 
incident occurred Thursday night as 
UCLA players left the McKale Center playing floor and 
entered a tunnel to go to their locker room, said the spokes- 
man, Officer Jesus Aguilar. Etienne was allowed to go to 
the locker room and was then arrested, cited and released, 
Aguilar said. Local media outlets reported that fans jeered 
UCLA players when the incident occurred. The Wildcats 
beat the Bruins 76-66. UCLA officials knew of the inci- 
dent and were reviewing it, university spokesman Scott 
Markley said in a statement. “UCLA Athletics is commit- 
ted to and expects the highest level of sportsmanship,” 
the statement said. Etienne, a redshirt freshman, was not 
in uniform and did not play in the game. It wasn’t clear 
whether saliva landed on any fans but the misdemeanor 
assault charge alleges intent, Aguilar said. —AP 


SUPER BOWL 56 BENGALS 


McPherson on a 
record playoff run 


By Josh Dubow 


Associated Press 


Joe Burrow knew Evan McPherson must be a special 
kicker if the Bengals were willing to spend a fifth-round 
pick on a position usually filled by undrafted players and 
journeyman. 

But the Bengals targeted McPherson and made him 
the only kicker taken in the 2021 draft, a decision that has 
been validated by one of the NFL’s greatest postseason 
kicking runs. 

“Obviously kickers aren’t 
usually drafted that high, 
but I figured if we’re draft- 
ing a kicker, he’s going to be 
really good for us,’ Burrow 
said this week. “Then I met 
Evan and you kind of know 
how a kicker is going to 
perform based on how he 
reacts and interacts with 
people in the locker room. 
All the kickers can kick 
it and put it through the 
uprights, but it’s really how 
you handle the intense situ- 
ations that’s going to really 
make or break your reputa- 
tion as a kicker.” 





Bengals’ Evan McPherson 
(2) jumps into the arms of 


McPherson survived the Kevin Huber after kicking 
friendly ribbing from his afield goal to win the AFC. 
new teammates and dished REEDHOFFMANN/AP 


it back himself, showing the 
Bengals he was ready for the NFL. 

But nothing has been more intense — and no perfor- 
mance has been better than McPherson has done so far 
in the playoffs. 

He has been perfect on kicks through three games, 
making four field goals in each win and delivering walk- 
off kicks on the road the past two weeks to beat the Titans 
and the Chiefs and send the Bengals to the Super Bowl. 

“He’s been everything that we expected him to be and 
and then some,” special teams coach Darrin Simmons 
said. “But his mental makeup is fantastic. It’s exactly what 
you're looking for in that position.” 

McPherson’s 12 field goals so far are two shy of Adam 
Vinatieri’s record from the 2006 postseason and he already 
has as many four field-goal games in the playoffs as any 
player ever, tying the record Vinatieri set in his 24-year 
career. 

McPherson’s 12 field goals from at least 50 yards are the 
most in a single regular season and playoffs combined, and 
his three makes from long range in the playoffs are two shy 
of Vinatieri’s record. 

Longtime NFL kicker and CBS kicking analyst Jay Feely 
said the only postseason he would put ahead of McPher- 
son’s is what Vinatieri did in the 2001 season when he 
made “the greatest kick of all time,” a 45-yarder in the snow 
to force overtime against the Raiders. Vinatieri then made 
a 23-yarder to win that game, and a walk-off 48-yarder to 
beat the Rams in the Super Bowl. 

But McPherson is doing this as arookie under the bright 
playoff lights. 

“A little bit of it is he doesn’t know what he doesn’t 
know, Feely said. “So he’s just out there having fun. He 
hasn’t had the big misses. He did have the one game against 
Green Bay where he missed, but he was able to overcome 
that. 

“That’s what defines great NFL kickers is their abil- 
ity to overcome failure, to not allow it deter him. That’s 
the point this season where your entire rookie year could 
go off the rails and it could make you not be confident in 
yourself and your swing starts to change, especially when 
you're a draft pick.” 

McPherson missed three field goals in his first five 
games, including two in an OT loss to Green Bay in Week 
5. He even memorably celebrated one of those misses as if 
he had made a game-winner. 

But he has nailed 35 of 37 field goals since then, vali- 
dating the scouting report Simmons got from his former 
kicker Shayne Graham, who coached McPherson in 
college at Florida. 

“He talked to me a lot about what Evan’s makeup was 
and how confident he was without being cocky, and that’s 
an important differentiation to make,” Simmons said. “You 
want these guys to have short-term memory that if good 
or bad, that they live to perform in the next kick. The most 
important kick is not the last kick, it’s the next kick.” 

The Bengals have marked McPherson’s winning kicks 
the past two weeks with Tweets, saying “THAT’S WHY 
YOU DRAFT A KICKER!” 

But Feely said he doesn’t expect McPherson’s success 
to lead to arun on kickers going in the draft. He said deter- 
mining which kickers have the fortitude to succeed like 
McPherson and which ones will flame out like Tampa 
Bay 2016 second-round pick Roberto Aguayo is nearly 
impossible to know. 

“T think it’s really hard to draft a kicker and be success- 
ful,’ Feely said. “I think it’s difficult for a personnel depart- 
ment to be able to look at a guy no matter where he played, 
no matter what level, and determine if he has the ability 
mentally and the mental makeup to come into the NFL 
to succeed.” 
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Auto journalist Emme Hall and her extensively modified 2001 Mazda MX-5 Miata on Jan. 11 in Yucca Valley, California. BRANDON PAVAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


‘THE BEST BANG 
FOR YOUR BUCK’ 


Auto industry people have driven all, but Miata keeps them smiling 








By Jim Motavalli 
The New York Times 


mme Hall, an auto journalist, 
loves to go off-roading, and 
she also loves Buddy, her 2001 
Mazda MX-5 Miata sports car. 

Normally these two loves would be 
star-crossed, but not in Hall’s case. The 
Miata (one of two she owns) is happi- 
est away from the pavement: It’s lifted 
to give the normally low-slung road- 
ster 10 inches of ground clearance and 
has a beefed-up radiator to cope with 
hot trail days, a skid plate to protect 
the vulnerable undercarriage, a row 
of rally lights, a skimpy bikini top for 
sun protection and huge 27-inch tires. 
Despite the stock 1.8-liter engine, 
producing a modest 142 horsepower, it 
can and does get airborne. 

Buddy has more than 130,000 
miles on the odometer. Hall’s day job 
includes racing in events like the Baja 
1000 and Mint 400 (as well as the 
Rebelle and Gazelle rallies), then writ- 
ing about the experience in outlets like 
CNET Roadshow. 

Taking Buddy off the beaten path, 
even if it results in broken axles, is 
what she does for fun. Hall, who lives 
in Yucca Valley, California, is one ofa 
large group of auto industry people — 
executives, analysts and journalists — 
who, having driven everything else, buy 
and enjoy Mazda Miatas. 

The little cars combine affordability 
with clever engineering, dependability 
and driving fun, they say — even at low 
speeds. Miata values have been rising, 
too — especially for the first, so-called 
NA generation of model years 1990 
to 1998 — but hardly into Porsche or 
Ferrari territory. Classic-car insurer 
Hagerty estimates that a fully restored 
1990 Miata is worth $29,800. 

“The best part of Buddy is that he 
makes everyone smile — they leave 
notes on him when I go for gas,” said 
Hall, who also has a178-horsepower 
2004 NB (second-generation) Mazdas- 
peed Miata with a turbocharger. 

“Miatas are simple, even the new 
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The stripped-down door panel of Hall’s 2001 Mazda MX-5. 


ones,” she said. “There’s not a lot to 
interfere with your driving. I can wind 
my Miata out just going from one traffic 
light to another. Plus, they’re cheap — I 
don’t like spending a lot of money ona 
car.” 

Hagerty CEO McKeel Hagerty 
explained the appeal. “The Miata is the 
signature car in the recent evolution of 
the car world,” he said. 

“More than 1 million have been built, 
and you can track them or just cruise,” 
he added. “Miatas offer the best way 
into vintage racing. They’re incredibly 
reliable, and they hold value well.” 

Gregor Hembrough, head of Polestar 
North America, chose a 2002 Miata as 
daily transportation when he worked 
for Volvo in Goteborg, Sweden, in the 
early 2000s. 

“An MX-5 isn’t the obvious choice as 
a daily driver for someone residing in 
Sweden,” Hembrough acknowledged. 
“However, for me, the lure of a pure 
sports car was too strong to overcome. 
For autumn and winter, the car had 
heated seats, a limited slip differential, 
a removable hardtop and studded snow 
tires.” 


He added, “For spring and summer, 

I enjoyed countless long evenings with 

the top down and the music up. It was a 
sad day when I returned to the U.S. and 
the car went on to anew home.” 

Owners tend to drive their Miatas 
rather than merely admire them as 
garage ornaments. Hembrough put 
19,000 miles on his over three years of 
ownership. 

Stephanie Brinley, principal analyst 
for the Americas in IHS Markit’s auto- 
motive division, is on her second Miata 
in Troy, Michigan. To tackle Michigan 
winters, she throws snow tires on — 
even putting the top down sometimes if 
the sun is out. 

“My first Miata was a1998 I bought 
gently used with only 1,500 miles on 
the odometer,’ Brinley said. “I was 
replacing an Acura Integra GS-R, 
which is a pretty sporty car, and I 
wanted something that would be just 
as much fun but still in a reasonable 
price range. After 15 years, I got tired of 
having to take the Miata’s hardtop on 
and off every year, and bought a 2012 
NC with the power retractable hard- 
top.” 


“Tt remains the best bang for your 
buck,” she added. “The new Corvette 
is awonderful machine, but it’s bigger 
and more expensive and not as good 
as the Miata to use as an everyday car. 

I always smile when I drive my Miata, 
even after owning it for years. It’s such 
a well-balanced little thing.” 

Chris Nelson, a former senior editor 
at Automobile Magazine who now 
edits Drool (for dog owners) and Iron & 
Air (about motorcycles), is an ex-Miata 
owner. But he made sure his separa- 
tion from Gracie, the silver 1991 car 
he inherited from his father, was as 
dramatic as possible. 

“Tt was a nice car, with the speak- 
ers in the headrests that let me listen 
to books on tape, and I drove it for 15 
years,” said Nelson, who lives in Long 
Beach, California. “I loved that car, but 
I was doing a lot with motorcycles, and 
I needed a truck. 

“After my father died, my mom was 
having a hard time, so when she turned 
60 I took her on a 2,000-mile road trip 
in the Miata around California, from 
Hermosa Beach up through Big Sur,” he 
continued. “Then I pulled off the right 
front fender and sent it to a jewelry 
maker — who made a bracelet and a 
ring as remembrances for my mother. 
Then, in 2018, I found another fender 
and sold the car.” 

After attending the press introduc- 
tion of the third-generation NC, Perry 
Stern, formerly an editor at MSN Autos 
and now at AutoNXT, decided he had 
to own a Miata. 

“Ultimately,” he said, “I convinced 
my wife I needed something more 
fuel-efficient than the 2004 Ford 
Explorer I was driving. I found a used 
2006 Miata — the first year of the NC — 
with only 47,000 miles in 2014” 

Stern, who lives in Sammamish, 
Washington, drives the car sparingly 
(it’s at 58,700 now), but — you guessed 
it — “it still brings a smile every time I 
take it out for a drive,” he said. “Even if 
I’m not driving it, it makes me happy 
to look in the garage and see it there. I 
expect to own it until the day I die.” 


Tesla posts record earnings, says it won’t produce new models in 2022 


Associated Press 


DETROIT — Tesla Inc. 
on Jan. 26 posted record 
fourth-quarter and full- 
year earnings as deliver- 
ies of its electric vehicles 
soared despite a global 
shortage of computer chips 
that has slowed the entire 
auto industry. 

Although the company 
predicted it would be able 
to build 50% more vehicles 
than it made last year, CEO 
Elon Musk said the chip 
shortage would stop the 


company from rolling out 
any new models in 2022. 
That means another delay 
for the Cybertruck pickup, 
which was originally 
scheduled to go on sale 
last year. Musk also said 
Tesla isn’t yet working on 
a promised $25,000 small 
electric car, but it will. 

“We have enough on 
our plate right now, quite 
frankly,” he said. 

And Musk said the 
company is looking at 
building additional facto- 
ries and will offer an update 


on locations later in the 
year. 

The Austin, Texas, 
company made $5.5 billion 
last year compared with 
the previous record year of 
$3.47 billion in net income 
posted in 2020. Musk said 
the annual profit pushed 
the company’s accumu- 
lated earnings since its 
2003 inception into profit- 
able territory. 

Musk said factory output 
was constrained last year 
as the company focused 
resources on modifying 


vehicles and manufac- 
turing to deal with the 
chip shortage and other 
supply-chain problems 
that will persist this year. 
A lot of engineering work 
and factory tooling are 
underway to produce the 
delayed Cybertruck, Semi 
and anew Roadster, which 
he said he now hopes to be 
ready for production next 
year. 

Tesla delivered a record 
936,000 vehicles last year, 
nearly double the 2020 
figure. 





DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 





The 2022 Lexus LX 600 Santa FE. LEXUS 


AUTO REVIEW 


The 2022 Lexus LX 600 is the 
best Toyota Land Cruiser yet 


2022 Lexus LX 600 


By Larry Printz 


Tribune News Service 


Want anew 2022 Toyota 
Land Cruiser SUV? Well, 
you can’t have one. Toyota 
decided to not bring the 
new one stateside because 
its annual sales numbers 
didn’t justify the cost of 
federalizing it. So, you’ll 
have to settle for a 2022 
Lexus LX 600, which isa 
Land Cruiser with elitist 
airs. Itemploys the same 
TNGA-F platform used 
on the redesigned Land 
Cruiser, Toyota Tundra 
and forthcoming Toyota 
Sequoia. 

‘Just by virtue of the 
vehicle being fundamen- 
tally based on the new 
Land Cruiser, I think 
we have avery credible 
argument to Toyota Land 
Cruiser customers who 
are looking for the next 
generation to consider 
Lexus,” said Vinay Shah- 
ani, vice president of 
Lexus Marketing during a 
recent interview. Offered 
in ascending Standard, 
Premium, Luxury, F Sport, 
and Ultra Luxury models 
the LX 600 wears a famil- 
iar look, albeit updated 
with thin, crisply designed 
lighting offset by a truly 
gargantuan spindle grille 
that lacks a frame, making 
it appear even larger. In 
contrast, the back of the 
vehicle is tastefully tame, 
spelling out the brand 
name and featuring visu- 
ally connected taillamps. 
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Base price: $88,245 
Engine: 3.5-liter twin- 
turbocharged DOHC V6 
Horsepower/Torque: 409 / 
479 pound-feet of torque 
EPA fuel economy (city/ 
highway): 17 / 22 mpg 
Fuel required: Premium 
Lensth/Width/Height: 
200.6/W: 78.4/ 

H: 74.6 inches 
Ground clearance: 
7.87 — 8.27 inches 
Cargo capacity: 

11-71 cubic feet 
Towing capacity: 
8,000 pounds 


Its handsome, dignified 
appearance quietly offsets 
the more outrageous front. 

Inside, it feels somewhat 
less claustrophobic than 
before, with quilted leather 
seats, along with wood 
and aluminum trim. It’s 
appropriately upscale for 
a Lexus, but others offer 
more opulent cabins at this 
price. Still, the LX 600 has 
its share of special features, 
especially on the Ultra 
Luxury model. 

It’s here where you'll 
find seating for four, with 
center consoles front and 
rear, along with a reclining 
rear seat with ottoman that 
folds down from the back 
of the front seat. There’s 
also arear seat monitor, 
good for watching movies 
and TV. It almost works. 
Adults can use it if they’re 
under 6 feet tall, and the 


monitors are great, but 
they aren’t equipped for 
wireless headphones. 

The biggest change is 
the infotainment system, 
which has been totally 
redesigned. Drivers face an 
8-inch digital instrument 
cluster, while a 12.3-inch 
infotainment screen and 
a 7-inch screen mounted 
below it for controlling 
climate and vehicle func- 
tions anchor the center 
stack. They prove far easier 
and more intuitive to use 
than the cumbersome 
system Lexus saddled its 
customers with for too 
many years. 

But the real perfor- 
mance most buyers want 
will come off-road, and 
that’s where the LX 600 
shines. It’s body-on-frame 
platform feels like a real 
truck. Take it off-road and 
you'll notice just how large 
and wide this vehicle truly 
is, although it makes easy 
work of the most remote 
trails. The various cameras 
lend the driver a view of 
what can’t be seen from 
the driver’s seat. 

Ride quality is good for a 
truck, but you’d never call 
it posh. As you’d expect in 
a body-on-frame vehicle, 
pockmarked pavement can 
send shudders through the 
vehicle, but that’s typical of 
the breed. 

Overall, the LX 600 
provides all of the capabil- 
ity of a Land Cruiser but is 
dressed for a night on the 
town. 
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It is normal for engine to take 
time to warm up to ideal temp 
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Bob Weber 


Motormouth 


Q: lown a 2017 Nissan 
Rogue that has 56,000 
miles on it. Whenever 
the temperature gets 
below 25 degrees, the car 
wont upshift out of what 
seems like fourth gear 
until the engine warms 
up. Is this normal for this 
car? The dealer service 
person said to let the car 
warm up before driving 
and that is normal for 
that transmission. Of 
all the cars I’ve owned, I 
never had to do this. This 
is not a big problem, but 
it seems strange. The 
car sits outside. — A.F.,, 
Eagan, Minnesota 

A: The engine must 
reach operating tempera- 
ture before the catalytic 
converter can do its job. 
That point is referred 
to as closed loop. Until 
that time, emissions are 
untreated. Carmakers use 
every opportunity to get 
the system in closed loop 
and maintaining high rpms 
by delaying the transmis- 
sion from shifting helps. 
Short answer? It is normal. 


Q: My question: With 
all the cars that have 
been made, are being 
made and that will be 
made, how the heck do 
they avoid duplicating 
VIN numbers? 

— D.E., Westchester, IIli- 
nois 

A: Vehicle Identifica- 
tion Numbers (VINs) can 
tell you quite a bit about 
your car. The first group of 
three numbers and letters 
identify the county of 
origin. The number 1 is for 
US, 3 is for Mexico, S is for 
Germany, for example. The 
next group of numbers is 
usually the make name 
such as Ford. Skipping to 


















the 10th position, letters 

B through Y indicate the 
model year from 1981 (the 
year NHTSA standardized 
the system) through 2000. 
Then numbers indicate 
the model year from 2010 
through 2030. There’s a 
cool chart on Wikipedia 
you may want to check out. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Vehicle_identification_ 
number 


Q: I drive a2016 Mazda 
CX-5 with 62,000 miles. 
I had the wheels rotated 
and when I drove it 
home, the first time I 
used the brakes at a stop 
sign, the steering wheel 
began to shake. It even- 
tually resorted to normal 
as I drove further. What 
happened? — BW., 
Chicago 

A: Check the lug nuts. 
They should be snug. 
If they are tightened 
unevenly, a hub or rotor 
may be damaged. Gently 
drive back to the shop for 
inspection. 


Q: My 2012 Dodge 
Grand Caravan hasa 
unique method of bolt- 
ing the battery cable 
to the battery. Can you 
please explain how to 
properly fasten the cable 
to the battery? Even the 
tech was baffled. — WU., 
Tinley Park, Illinois 

A: The nut closest to the 
battery terminal provides 
the clamping force. 
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DREAMSTIME 


Q: We have been 
changing the oil of our 
2018 Honda CR-V when- 
ever the on-dash indica- 
tor tells us. We started 
to take the car to a local 
mechanic instead of the 
dealer. He states the indi- 
cator oil change interval 
is too long and recom- 
mends every 5,000 miles. 
They also recommend 
flushing and cleaning 
prior to placing the new 
oil due to the oil being 
too dirty. What is your 
opinion on the oil change 
interval and the flush- 
ing and cleaning? — G.R., 
Barrington, Illinois 

A: Unless an engine has 
been so neglected that 
there appears to be tar on 
the dipstick, I wouldn’t 
even consider flushing the 
engine. Modern motor 
oil is a miracle of chemi- 
cal technology. Follow the 
carmaker’s schedule. 


Bob Weber is a writer and 
mechanic who became an 
ASE-certified Master Auto- 
mobile Technician in 1976. 
He maintains this status by 
seeking certification every 
five years. Weber’s work 
appears in professional 
trade magazines and other 
consumer publications. 

His writing also appears in 
automotive trade publica- 
tions, Consumer Guide and 
Consumers Digest. Send 
questions along with name 
and town to motormouth. 
tribune@gmail.com. 









FACT #84 


A cardigan worn by a man is sometimes 


called a mandigan. 


FACT #147 


it's called “coffee 


FACT #178 


When someone uses chitchat, noises, 

or mannerisms to distract or mislead an 

opponent during poker or another game, 
pausing 


Genuphobia is the fear of knees. 


EVERY THING 


A Collection of Fascinating Historicol 


Scientific and Cultural Trivia about 


§ — PEOPLE. PLACES ond THINGS < 
N ~ ‘ MARK JACOB & STEPHAN BENZKOFER 
WY ao? - Chicago Tribune 
her! 




















FACT #341 


The folks who brought us Reddi-wip 
whipped cream had another brainstorm 
in the 1960s: Reddi-Bacon. 





10 Things You Might Not 

Know About Nearly Everything 
contains a plethora of tidbits and trivia that 
will appeal to everyone, from history buffs 
to sports fans to foodies. From lighthearted 
topics such as misspellings and extreme 
eating, to serious subjects such as WWII 
and prison, this book leaves readers 
brighter and wittier than ever before. 





SHOP NOW at 
tribpub.com/10things 


| TRIBUNE 
or call (866) 545-3534 


PUBLISHING 
STORE 
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FACT #238 

Actress Marilyn Monroe colored her hair 
using a shade of blond called dirty 
pillow slip. 


FACT #279 

Before Sir Thomas More was beheaded 

in 1535, he moved his lengthy beard 
aside, saying it “had never committed any 
treason.” 


FACT #302 

Tweety Bird, the animated Looney Tunes 
character, was originally pink. But censors 
complained that Tweety looked naked, so 
animators gave the bird yellow feathers. 


FACT #408 

Joe Charbonneau, a Belvedere, Ill., native, 
who played outtield for the Cleveland Indians 
in the early ‘80s , used to open beer bottles 
with his eye socket and drink beer through a 
straw in his nose. 


FACT #459 

When actor Clint Eastwood ran for mayor 
of Carmel, California, in 1986, a major 
issue was ice cream. Town leaders had 
banned the sale of ice cream cones, 
incensing Eastwood and his supporters. 
They won and overturned the ordinance. 
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Carr 1-2-4, JP Dargati 1-4-6, Anthony DeCiantis 
3-3-10, Joey Bemis 1-0-2. Totals 15-14-49. 

ENFIELD (4-9): Kaden Birkett 11-1-23, Josiah 
Whaley 5-0-11, Nick Valente 1-0-2, Fritz-Carly 
Andre 5-0-10, Isaiah Plummer 5-0-14, Joel Schmidt 
0-1-1, Alex Herron 4-2-10, Tighe Thebodeau 3-0-6. 
Totals 34-3-78. 


SW 5 15 15 14— 49 
E 15 18 22 23 —78 


Note: Birkett had a double-double with 12 
rebounds, 3 assists, 2 blocks. Andre and Herron 
both had 8 rebounds. 

CCC-Inter 

NEWINGTON 65, MIDDLETOWN 57 

MIDDLETOWN (9-4): Chace Petgrave 6-1-15, Matt 
Steuerwald 3-0-9, Timothy Vaughters 1-0-3, Elijah 
Wilborn 8-3-19, Marshall Butler 2-4-9, Dariyon 
Drake 1-0-2. Totals 21-8-57. 

NEWINGTON (7-6): Nick Gagliardi 0-9-9, Trey Guest 
4-2-10, Noah Tharaldson 3-2-8, Sean Hurley 3-9-17, 
Gavin Grey 3-4-10, Freddie Martinez 3-2-8, Avery 
Mickens 1-0-3. Totals 17-28-65. 


M 17 9 9 22— 57 
N 8 17 19 21— 65 
CRAL 


ACHIEVEMENT FIRST 72, UNIVERSITY 45 
ACHIEVEMENT FIRST (7-4): Sadiki Darling 3-5-11, 
David Hinds 5-0-11, Rodrick Pearson 7-0-14, 
Dontey Tanksley 3-0-6, Jeremy Acoff 1-0-2, 
Deivone Tanksley 7-5-20, A. Edole 3-2-8. Totals 
29-12-72. 

UNIVERSITY (9-3): Yousif Abdelgadir 2-1-6, 
Chauncey Reid 3-0-6, Nate Torres 2-1-5, Ka’Ron 
Wright 1-0-2, Qaasim Ali 1-0-2, Sam Dzwonchyk 
1-0-3, Emmanuel Ikechukwu 4-0-8, Na’Zaire Lind- 
sey 1-0-2, Sean Kupstas 1-0-2, Shalik Ceasae 3-3-9. 
Totals 19-5-45. 


AF 14 20 17 21— 72 
U 13 12 9 11— 45 
SCC 

XAVIER 50, HAMDEN 45 


XAVIER (8-6): Colby Ciampi 3-0-6, Vik Vakati 
4-4-14, Anthony Parker 9-1-21, Aidan Driscoll 2-5-9, 
Mark Schoonmaker 0-0-0. Totals 18-10-50. 
HAMDEN (5-11): Emanuel Boles 5-0-11, DeAndre 
Coardes 3-0-8, Caleb Harris 2-0-5, Elijah Holder 
4-1-9, Derrell Redd 5-1-12. Totals 19-2-45. 


X 12 14 14 10—-— 50 
H 20 3 18 4— 45 
ECC 


ST. BERNARD 63, BACON ACADEMY 38 

ST. BERNARD (14-1): Cedrick Similien 6-2-16, 
Amyre Gray 3-3-10, Tyson Wheeler 3-0-9, Devan 
Williams 4-1-10, Odin Malz 1-2-4, Corbett Brassaw 
1-0-2, Eli Borbon 1-0-3, Jake Weidner 1-0-3, Shem 
Adams 2-0-6. Totals 22-8-63. 

BACON ACADEMY (8-7): Sam Blumberger 1-0-3, 
Nate Harasimowitz 3-0-6, Ryan Claffey 1-5-7, Luke 
Grimord 1-0-2, Elijah Black 2-0-5, Quinn Johnson 
5-1-11, Matt Lizotte 1-0-2, Kyle Bragdon 1-0-2. 
Totals 15-6-38. 


SB 25 18 11 9— 63 
BA 7 9 8 14— 38 
Others 


WINDHAM 90, WINDHAM TECH 81 (OT) 
WINDHAM TECH (11-3): Dezmen Gaston 3-0-9, 
Daniel Toce 2-2-8, Alex Johnson 2-0-4, Brody 
Belanger 11-1-29, Dylan Desautels 1-1-3, Danny 
Meikle 0-6-6, Joey Johnson 9-2-22. Totals 28-12-81. 
WINDHAM (8-6): Zachary Robinson-Smey 0-2-2, 
Jayden Villafane 2-0-5, Malcolm Hunter 8-7-29, 
Anthony Green 4-0-8, Travis Mangual 7-10-28, 
Isaiah Mangual 7-4-18. Totals 28-23-90. 


WT 19 15 25 18 4- 81 
Ww 17 16 17 27 13-— 90 


Note: Johnson scored his 1,000th career point and 
had a double-double with 14 rebounds. 

AMISTAD 62, INNOVATION 23 

AMISTAD (8-3): Bernett Scott 4-0-10, T’hmiri 
Reddick-Gist 4-1-10, Aden Goffe 4-1-9, Arion Robin- 
son 2-4-8, Rodney Cook 4-2-10, Shemar Schuler 
0-1-1, Raheem Callum 3-0-6, Eveyon Pearse 1-0-2, 
Brandon Hicks 2-0-4. Totals 24-9-62. 

INNOVATION (4-9): Amir Bolden 2-0-6, Warlin 
Franco 1-0-2, Lebron White 1-0-2, Nae’Shaun 
Roberson 2-0-4, Angel Maldonado 1-0-2, Jayden 
Newell-Kemp 1-0-2, Amari Cruz 2-1-5. Totals 
10-1-23. 


Coggins 7-9-24, Nick Sattan 2-0-4. Totals 14-12-43. 


T 25 721 7-— 60 
s 8 5 14 16—-— 43 


LEWIS MILLS 54, LITCHFIELD 39 

LITCHFIELD (9-5): AJ Quesnel 0-1-1, Ben Mwanza 
2-0-4, JT Gostkowski 1-2-4, Travis Lipinsky 1-0-2, 
Tommy Gostkowski 8-2-18, Harrison Barnes 1-0-3, 
Cole Karpicki 0-2-2, Jonathan Hotchkiss 2-1-5. 
Totals 15-8-39. 

LEWIS MILLS (6-7): Jon Schibi 5-3-16, Charlie 
Joiner 1-3-5, Connor McAtee 2-1-6, Colby Cables 
5-0-11, Logan Cowger 1-1-3, Brice Waldron 5-0-10, 
Connor Evans 1-0-2, Jacob Hall 0-1-1. Totals 20-8- 
54. 


L 2 12 13 12-— 39 
LM 13 10 16 15— 54 
ROCKVILLE 70, MLC 32 


MLC (1-9): Alec Lorenzo 2-0-6, Trey Moses 2-0-5, 
Jarell Deer 3-0-6, Zamar Gibson 2-1-5, Jordan Mills 
1-0-2, Alex Grice 4-0-8. Totals 14-1-32. 

ROCKVILLE (7-8): Fin Ross 1-0-2, Juneil Powell 
1-1-4, Weston LaBrecque 2-2-6, Jayden Tate 4-1-11, 
Cam Washington 2-0-4, Dylan Resendes 6-2-16, 
John Ryan 5-0-11, Derek Albert 1-0-3, Brenden 
Fauteux 1-0-2, Eric Montez 3-0-7, Cam McLean 
1-0-3, Amir Knighton 0-1-1. Totals 26-7-70. 


M 10 6 7 9— 32 
R 21 14 17 18-— 70 


COVENTRY 64, CIVIC LEADERSHIP 51 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP (2-11): Kyon McCray 4-5-14, 
Noah Hicks 7-3-23, Jayden Gist 0-1-1, Donovan 
Brown 1-0-2, Chris Norton 2-0-4, Javier Negron 
1-1-3, Khemoni Mitchell 1-2-4. Totals 16-12-51. 
COVENTRY (7-7): Aiden Jeamel 5-4-15, Ryan 
Sendahl 2-1-6, AJ Roelis 3-0-6, Vinny LoRicco 
6-3-16, Joey Pezzino 3-0-6, Wyatt Wendry 4-0-10, 
Nate Cortier 1-0-2, Gavin Covell 0-3-3. Totals 
24-10-64. 


CL 13 16 9 13— 51 

C 16 21 14 13— 64 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 

CCC-South 

BERLIN 50, MALONEY 36 


BERLIN (7-6): Jenna Wenzel 2-6-10, Janessa Yaco- 
niello 4-1-9, Clare McGeever 5-2-14, Emma Ellison 
1-0-2, Alivia Halkias 3-0-7, Kailee DeMaio 3-2-8. 
Totals 18-11-50. 

MALONEY (11-2): Amal Bahili 2-2-7, Gracey Mass- 
icotte 4-1-11, Nadia Berrios-Lugo 2-0-4, Jaylice 
Rosario 5-4-14. Totals 13-7-36. 


B 13 14 11 12— 50 
M 710 9 10-— 36 
CCC-West 

CONARD 44, AVON 20 


CONARD (8-7): Callie Cosgrove 5-2-12, Emily 
Knowles 5-3-13, Leah Williams 1-0-2, Tatiana Harri- 
son 2-1-5, Sophie Lynch 2-0-4, Courtney McPhee 
2-2-6. Emilia Santiago 1-0-2. Totals 18-8-44. 

AVON (4-11): Sophie Mango 2-2-6, Lindsey Arigoni 
0-0-0, Erin Geary 0-0-0, Adi Standish 4-2-10, Sophia 
DiBella 2-0-4. Totals 8-4-20. 


Cc 8 14 11 11— 44 
A 6 19 4— 20 
CCC-Inter 


ENFIELD 50, FARMINGTON 29 

ENFIELD (15-1): Alyssa Hosig 1-0-2, Taylin Byers 
2-0-4, Mia Daly 0-1-1, Alyssa Rossignol 5-1-11, 
Sydney Marshall 2-1-5, Amyah Rosado 9-0-21, 
Megan Marcotte 3-0-6. Totals 22-3-50. 
FARMINGTON (11-5): Daria Fournier 2-0-5, Emily 
Sanchez 1-0-2, Abby Bertoletta 1-0-2, Brooke 
Jones 0-1-1, Suzy Scheer 1-0-2, Abby Finn 1-1-3, 
Reshma Palanivel 1-0-3, Sarah Bertoletta 2-0-4, 
Anna Loughman 0-1-1, Avery Anderson 3-0-6. 


Totals 12-3-29. 
E 12 920 9— 50 
F 7 6 610— 29 


Note: Marcotte had 13 rebounds, 5 blocks, 
Rosado had 7 assists, 4 steals and Rossignol had 
7 rebounds. 

MIDDLETOWN 61, WETHERSFIELD 32 
MIDDLETOWN (13-2): Shalyn Smith 4-4-13, Jada 
Bryant 3-6-12, Tyah Pettaway 8-1-19, Jahne Carre- 
nard 0-1-1, Tajahnae Brock 0-2-2, Shadae Bushay 
4-0-8, Kaila Torres 1-2-4, Bryonna Bell 1-0-2. Totals 


PLATT (8-8): Vianna Alcantara 3-2-8, Kamani 
White 0-1-1, Kaylani Cruz 0-1-1, Khrystina Camp- 
bell 6-1-13, Antwanette Tann 3-2-8. Totals 12-5-31. 
SOUTH WINDSOR (4-8): Anna Matus 7-4-19, Lexie 
Wheeler 3-1-9, Anna Kim 1-0-2, Olivia Petgrave 
1-1-3, Reagan Heafey-DeAngelis 1-0-3, Maria 
Galley 2-1-5, Katie Dunn 0-1-1. Totals 15-8-42. 


P 2 5 10 14- 31 


SW 18 8 7 9— 42 
NCCC 
CANTON 41, SUFFIELD 33 


SUFFIELD (6-7): Jordan Dion 2-2-7, Lexi Mailloux 
2-0-5, Cami Bosco 4-0-8, Ava Toomey 1-0-2, Lily 
Johnson 3-2-11. Totals 12-4-33. 

CANTON (6-8): Jenna Cuniowski 6-4-16, Sophia 
Mates 3-5-11, Ashelyn Cebollero 1-0-2, Avery 
Brown 1-2-5, Gabby DelSanto 0-1-1, Avery Miller 
1-0-2, Sam Yanke 1-2-4. Totals 13-14-41. 


S 3 10 11 9-— 33 
C 9 6 1412— 41 
Shoreline 


CROMWELL 38, COGINCHAUG 33 

CROMWELL (11-2): Grace Mikan 1-0-2, Cameryn 
Hickey 1-2-4, Jessica Grodzicki 5-0-11, Nevaeh 
Clark 6-1-13, Adela Cecunjanin 3-2-8. Totals 16-5- 
38. 

COGINCHAUG (5-8): Hannah Nielsen 1-0-2, Sophie 
Farr 1-0-2, Serena Fournier 1-0-2, Katie Farr 4-0-8, 
Alyssa Woodward 1-0-2, Allison Strang 3-1-8, 
Chloe Shafir 3-3-9. Totals 14-4-33. 


CR 12 4 8 14-— 38 
co 510 9 9— 33 


Note: Clark had a double-double with 10 
rebounds, 4 assists, 4 steals. 

EAST HAMPTON 41, VALLEY REGIONAL 28 
VALLEY REGIONAL (11-2): Ava Cunningham 2-0-4, 
Lily Grow 1-0-2, Abby Bradbury 4-3-12, Olivia 
Cunningham 2-0-4, Liz Allen 2-1-6. Totals 11-4-28. 
EAST HAMPTON (14-1): Amber Murphy 1-0-2, 
Olivia DeMartino 0-2-2, Liana Salamone 5-2-14, 
Jackie Russell 6-3-17, Jordan Murphy 1-0-2, Madi- 
son Yorker 2-0-4. Totals 15-7-41. 


VR 5 5 8 10-— 28 
EH 617 8 10- 41 
CRAL 


WEAVER 40, INNOVATION 7 

INNOVATION (1-13): Alice Bidoae 0-0-0, Kayla 
Forde 0-0-0, Te’ijha Roberts 1-1-3, Rose Tirado 
2-0-4, Patrice Broughton 0-0-0. Totals 3-1-7. 
WEAVER (9-6): Enaijha Gilbert 1-0-3, Nicole Linares 
4-0-9, Zariah Thomas 2-0-4, Kelissa Facey 2-1-5, 
Jasmine Cardona 2-0-4, Angie Solomon 4-0-8, Nyla 


Young 1-0-2, Calibe Simpson 2-0-4. Totals 18-1-40. 


I 0016- 7 
Ww 11 16 7 6— 40 


Note: Linares had 7 steals. 

MLC 31, UNIVERSITY 21 

MLC (1-14): Natalia Dupiton 0-0-0, Tene McFarlane 
3-0-6, Aaliyah Graves 9-2-21, Dominique Pierre- 
Emile 0-0-0, Deajah Minnifield 2-0-4. Totals 14-2-31. 
UNIVERSITY (1-7): Michelle St. Martin 1-0-2, Nyrra 
Hutchinson 1-0-2, Ja’Nyra Foreman 0-1-1, Tierah 
Childs 6-0-12, Salonge Bonner 1-0-2, lanna Reid 
1-0-2. Totals 10-1-21. 


M 512 8 6-— 31 
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NVL 

ST. PAUL 60, WOLCOTT 57 


WOLCOTT (7-8): Julia Sullivan 2-0-5, Mayci Abou 
Arrage 12-8-32, Amanda Sullivan 4-0-11, Mimi 
Reilly 0-0-0, Amber Vincent 2-4-9. Totals 20-12-57. 
ST. PAUL (10-3): Audrey Tice 4-4-13, Izzy Leggett 
3-0-8, Nadia Reimer 9-0-22, Zoey Rubins 2-0-5, 
Emily Ronalter 1-0-2, Sarah Lindquist 2-0-4, Kelsea 
Tefoe 2-2-6. Totals 23-6-60. 


Ww 14 16 7 20-— 57 
SP 12 14 15 19— 60 
Others 


ROCKY HILL 68, TOURTELLOTTE 33 
TOURTELLOTTE (3-12): Alysha Bugbee 1-0-2, 
Jordyn Butler 1-0-2, Tara Heffernan 0-2-2, Zeynep 
Acun 5-1-11, Alivia Dalpe 4-1-13, Avery Butler 
0-1-1, Keira Cotter 0-2-2. Totals 11-7-33. 

ROCKY HILL (9-6): Abigail Boutin 4-3-11, Fiona 
Ndoni 1-0-2, Lily Margiotta 2-0-4, Nicole Polites 
2-0-4, Alyssa Gau 4-0-8, Kate Oostendorp 1-2-4, 
Faith Beliveau 4-1-9, Maleena Muzio 5-2-12, Ange- 


Gutic 2-0-4, Emily Fedorowicz 1-0-2. Totals 23-3-51. 
EAST GRANBY (4-9): Morgan Egan 1-3-5, Sarah 
Springer 1-1-3, Ava Guyer 4-0-9, Julia Walsh 3-3-9, 
Sarah Phillips 2-0-4, Taylor Hayes 3-0-6, Brooke 
DeJesus 0-2-2. Totals 14-9-38. 


G 15 11 14 11—- 51 
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WRESTLING 

CCcC-South 


BERLIN 62, BRISTOL CENTRAL 15 


BOYS SWIMMING 


SCC 

LYMAN HALL/COGINCHAUG 100, WEST HAVEN 75 
Note: Jerick Lagamao (100/200 free) and Kendrick 
Lagamao (200 IM/100 fly) were double winners 
for Lyman Hall. 


SATURDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


Je) 6-9 =7.0-) (7 NEB 


CCC-Inter: Wethersfield at Farmington, 4 p.m.; 
East Hartford at Windsor, 6 p.m. 

Shoreline: Coginchaug at Cromwell, 5 p.m.; North 
Branford at Haddam-Killingworth, 7 p.m. 

CRAL: Civic Leadership at University, 1:30 p.m.; 
Achievement First at MLC, 1:30 p.m.; Innovation at 
Classical, 4:30 p.m. 

SCC: Cheshire at Fairfield Prep, 1 p.m. 

NVL:; St. Paul at Naugatuck, 3 p.m. 

Others: Xavier at Newington, noon; Capital Prep 
at Springfield Central (Mass.), 12:30 p.m.; St. 
Bernard at Northwest Catholic, 2 p.m.; New Britain 
at NFA, 3 p.m.; Bloomfield at Simsbury, 5 p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-Inter: Bristol Eastern at Newington, 10:15 
a.m.; Berlin at East Catholic, 11 a.m.; Bristol 
Central at New Britain, 12:30 p.m.; RHAM at South- 
ington, 1:30 p.m.; Windsor at E.O. Smith, 4 p.m. 
NCCC: Bolton at Suffield, noon; Somers at Staf- 
ford, 6:30 p.m. 

Shoreline: Coginchaug at Old Saybrook, 2 p.m.; 
Haddam-kKillingworth at North Branford, 2:30 p.m. 
CRAL: Civic Leadership at Capital Prep, noon 
SCC: Shelton at Lyman Hall, 12:30 p.m.; Mercy at 
Lauralton Hall, 1 p.m.; Guilford at Sheehan, 3 p.m.; 
Hand at SHA, 7 p.m. 

ECC: Bacon Academy at Ledyard, 6 p.m. 

NVL: Naugatuck at St. Paul, 2:30 p.m. 

Others: Hall at St. Joseph, 1 p.m.; Windsor Locks 
at Shepaug, 1:30 p.m.; Wamogo at Hale-Ray, 2:30 
p.m.; Morgan at Stonington, 4:30 p.m.; Fitch at 
Valley Regional, 5:30 p.m. 


Je) 4-J folet (a4 


CCC-North: Farmington Valley at Glastonbury, 
7:30 p.m. 

CCC-South: Conard at Southington co-op, 3:30 
p.m.; Newington co-op at E.0. Smith/Tolland, 5 
p.m.; Enfield co-op at Northeastern, 6:45 p.m. 
CCC-Inter: South Windsor at Wethersfield, 7 p.m.; 
Rocky Hill co-op at East Catholic, 7 p.m. 
SCC/SWC: Cheshire at West Haven, 1 p.m.; Lyman 
Hall at East Haven co-op, 2:20 p.m.; Branford at 
Hand, 5 p.m.; Sheehan at North Haven, 7:30 p.m. 
Others: New Milford at SGWL, 4:20 p.m.; Green- 
wich at Northwest Catholic, 6:20 p.m.; East 
Longmeadow (Mass.) at Tri-Town, 6:30 p.m.; New 
Canaan at Xavier, 7:30 p.m.; Hall at Masuk, 8 p.m. 


WRESTLING 


Others: New Fairfield Duals, 9 a.m.; Berlin Quad, 
9 a.m.; Stafford Invitational, 9:15 a.m.; Rick Sher- 
man Duals (East Lyme), 9:30 a.m.; Lancer Duals 
(Waterford), 10 a.m.; Farmington, Maloney at 
Pomperaug, 11 a.m. 


TRACK AND FIELD 


Shoreline: Shoreline Championship (Hillhouse 
HS), 10 a.m. 

Others: NCCC Last Chance Qualifier (Hartford 
Public HS), 1 p.m. 


BOYS SWIMMING 


CCC-Inter: Newington at Avon, 2:30 p.m. 
SCC: Xavier at Amity, 3:30 p.m.; Cheshire at North 


overtime to lift the Thunderbirds 
to a3-2 win over the Hartford Wolf 
Pack in a game between the top 
two teams in the AHL’s Atlantic 
Division on Friday night. 

The Thunderbirds’ Nathan 
Walker had forced overtime with 
his goal at 9:35 of the third period. 

Austin Rueschhoff gave the Wolf 
Pack (21-12-4-2) the early lead at 
10:26 of the first period. Nikita 
Alexandrov tied the game for 
Springfield (22-13-5-1) at 14:56 of 
the second. Jonny Brodzinski gave 
Hartford the lead back 1:34 later 
with his goal at 16:30. 

Former UConn star Adam 
Huska had 29 saves in goal for 
Hartford, which returns home for 


Haven co-op, 5 p.m. 


GIRLS GYMNASTICS 


CCC: Conard at Farmington, 4:15 p.m. 
Others: Southington at Ellington, 6:45 p.m. 


THURSDAY’S LATE 


WAGNER 54, CENTRAL 52 
LIU 79, SACRED HEART 75 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


WAGNER 78, CENTRAL 62 
QUINNIPIAC 61, MARIST 50 
LIU 50, SACRED HEART 46 
FAIRFIELD 75, NIAGARA 72 


FRIDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


yy ed = 7) = 7.1 


YALE 72, DARTMOUTH 69 
TRINITY AT TUFTS, LATE 
QUINNIPIAC AT ST. PETER’S, LATE 
FAIRFIELD AT MONMOUTH, LATE 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


YALE 48, DARTMOUTH 33 
BUTLER AT UCONN, PPD. 
TUFTS AT TRINITY, LATE 
WILLIAMS AT WESLEYAN, LATE 


MEN’S HOCKEY 


PROVIDENCE AT UCONN, LATE 
TRINITY AT MIDDLEBURY, LATE 
WESLEYAN AT WILLIAMS, LATE 

ST. LAWRENCE AT YALE, LATE 

UNION AT QUINNIPIAC, LATE 

SACRED HEART AT HOLY CROSS, LATE 


WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


YALE 3, RENSSELAER 0 

QUINNIPIAC 2, CLARKSON 1 (OT) 

LIU 1, SACRED HEART 0 

UCONN AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY, LATE 
MIDDLEBURY AT TRINITY, LATE 
WILLIAMS AT WESLEYAN, LATE 


WRESTLING 


TRINITY AT CASTLETON, LATE 


NESCAC Championship—First Round 
HAMILTON 5, WESLEYAN 4 
MIDDLEBURY 9, CONN. COLLEGE 0 


FLAVOR 
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Hartford Courant 


EXTRA 








Cooking more at home? Want the latest on the hottest restaurants? Want to share that new recipe? 


Join the Courant’s cooking club online at www.facebook.com/groups/CourantCookingClub to share recipes, tips 
and take part in exclusive cooking demonstrations and live O&As. 


You can also get the latest on the restaurant scene and dining trends in Connecticut mailed directly to your inbox by 
subscribing to the Courant’s Food & Drink newsletter. Please go to courant.com/newsletters for more information. 
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Anytime seafood stew is 


ENDLESSLY RIFFABL 


By David Tanis 
The New York Times 


hen I’m cooking at home, I 
usually don’t have a recipe 
at hand. Often, I’m cooking 


by feel, like confidently noodling on 
the piano without sheet music. But, 
of course, you do need practice before 
you can ad-lib. 

This menu features dishes that 
can be prepared using that approach, 
although recipes are supplied. Many 
home cooks are already comfortable 
with customizing recipes or using 
them just as a starting point. But some- 
times they really aren’t necessary. 
Relying on memory and paying close 
attention to the ingredients’ attributes 
can get you there. 

Take this fennel and radicchio salad. 
It’s an easy dish to riff on. Say you’ve 
got two fine fennel bulbs from the 
market and a lovely head of radicchio. 
Imagine the possibilities. 

A simple preparation requires just 
seasoning the sliced fennel with salt 
and pepper, adding lemon juice, a little 
grated garlic and flavorful olive oil, 
then tossing with torn radicchio to 
coat. (You could also use curly endive 
or speckly Castelfranco in place 
of radicchio.) For amore complex 
version, you could make a zippy vinai- 
grette with lemon, garlic and oil, then 
add chopped anchovy (a little or a lot) 
and perhaps a dab of Dijon mustard, 
since the combo of sweet fennel and 
bitter radicchio pair well with an 
assertive dressing. 

A typical fish stew, as served in the 
south of France, is another example of 
a dish you can take liberties with. No 
matter the selection of seafood avail- 
able, the method remains the same: 
An onion is softened in olive oil, before 
saffron, garlic, thyme, a touch of 
tomato and a speck of hot pepper are 
tossed in. It then all blooms together 
to concentrate the flavors. Then fish 
stock or water is added to build a broth 
and seasoned well. It should taste 
bright and full-flavored before the fish 
and shellfish go in. Clams and mussels, 
if used, give it a layer of brininess. 

A good quantity of sliced Yukon 
Gold potatoes makes the stew more 
substantial (and stretches it, if you are 
low on fish and have extra mouths to 
feed). The potatoes also absorb a lot 
of flavor: I’d venture to say you could 
leave out the fish sometime and call it 
a potato stew. 








Anytime fish and shellfish stew and a radicchio-fennel salad are good examples of recipes you can take liberties with — they are endlessly 


riffable. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Anytime fish and shellfish stew 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 

Total time: 45 minutes 

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

1 medium onion, diced (about 2 cups) 

Salt and pepper 

4 garlic cloves, minced 

1 bay leaf 

1 large thyme sprig 

Pinch of crumbled saffron threads 

Pinch of red pepper flakes or a whole small dried red pepper 

Splash of dry white wine (about % cup) 

1% cups chopped tomato, canned or fresh (about 2 medium) 

4. cups fish stock or water 

2 pounds yellow-fleshed potatoes, such as Yukon Gold, sliced about %-inch thick 
6 medium cherrystone clams, scrubbed 

1 pound boneless, skinless cod or halibut, cut in 1-inch pieces 

1 pound mussels, cleaned 

1. Heat olive oil over medium in a large, heavy-bottomed soup pot or Dutch oven. 
Add onions and stir to coat. Season with salt and pepper. Cook, stirring, until 
softened and lightly colored, about 10 minutes. 

2. Stirin garlic, bay leaf, thyme, saffron and red pepper, and cook for 1 minute. 
Add wine and tomatoes, and simmer 1 minute. Add stock and bring to a slow 
boil over medium. Add potatoes and a good pinch of salt. Adjust heat to a brisk 
simmer. Cook with lid ajar until potatoes are just done, about 10 minutes. Taste 
broth — it should be well seasoned — and adjust as necessary. (You can do this 
up to an hour ahead of time.) 

3. As the broth simmers, add the clams and cook for 5 minutes, covered with 
the lid ajar. Add cod and mussels on top, cover and cook until the mussels are 
done, 4 to 5 minutes. Turn off heat and let the stew steep for 5 to 10 minutes, until 
the mussels and clams open. Serve in wide soup bowls. 


Fennel and radicchio salad 
with anchovy and egg 


Makes: 4 to 6 servings 

Total time: 15 minutes 

3 medium fennel bulbs, topped and trimmed, fronds 
reserved for another use 

Salt and black pepper 

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

2 tablespoons lemon juice (from 1 small lemon) 

¥, teaspoon grated lemon zest 

1small garlic clove, grated or smashed to a paste 

1 medium head radicchio (about 12 ounces) 

3 large eggs (cooked 8 minutes), cooled in ice water 
and peeled 

4 to 6 anchovy fillets, preferably the best quality you 
can find, rinsed, patted dry and halved 

1. Using a sharp knife or a mandoline, slice fennel 
crosswise ¥s-inch thick. Place slices in a wide salad 
bowl, and season with salt and pepper to taste. 

Add olive oil, lemon juice and zest, and garlic. Toss 
everything together, coating the fennel well. Taste for 
salt and adjust. (This can be done up to 30 minutes 
ahead. ) 

2.Remove and discard any wilted outer leaves of 
radicchio. Separate tender leaves, tearing large ones 
into smaller pieces. 

3. To finish the salad, quarter the eggs. Add radicchio 
to the salad bowl and sprinkle very lightly with salt. 
Toss together radicchio and fennel, coating everything 
well. Garnish with quartered eggs. (Yolks should have a 
moist center.) Top eggs with the anchovy fillets. 
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Wine-braised chicken proves that a deluxe meal does not have to be difficult, time-consuming or all that expensive. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES 





MAXIMUM RICHNESS 


Celebrate simply — even on a weeknight — with creamy, wine-braised chicken 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 





ith today’s seemingly 
endless supply of prac- 
tical weeknight chicken 
recipes, it can be easy to 
forget that, once upon atime, chicken 
was considered a delicacy. 

Thumbing through my copy of 
“The Escofhier Cookbook,” I was 
struck by the opulence attached to the 
bird. It starred in dozens of recipes 
— wrapped in puff pastry, drenched 
in cream, swathed in sheets of aged 
ham, stuffed with truffles, basted with 
Madeira. There wasn’t a sheet-pan 
dinner in sight. 

And all those recipes gave me 
exactly the inspiration I needed to 
create a creamy, wine-braised chicken 
dish that is deluxe enough for a special 
meal, though not that much more 
complicated than what I’d make on 
any given Tuesday. 

The first thing is to find some really 
good chicken. If you can get it froma 
farmers’ market, all the better. Other- 
wise, look for air-chilled, antibiot- 
ic-free and preferably organic chicken 
at the supermarket. It will be more 
expensive than a standard bird, but 
going big on chicken is still less of a 
splurge than buying many other meaty 
options. 

Then there are the mushrooms in 


Pancakes are 
delicious — 
any way you 
dress them 


By Sahara Bohoskey 
TheKitchn.com 


The combination of sweet and salty 
is always a good idea. These pillowy 
pancakes take on a hint of earthy aroma 
from peanut butter. (Our cross-tester 
confirmed that the taste is subtle and 
kid-approved.) 


I like to enjoy them with salted toasted 
peanuts to balance out the sweetness. But 
fresh-cut rounds of banana with chocolate 
chips — and maple syrup or maple butter — 


would be also be perfect. 


This pancake batter is made in a specific 


order, with flour being last to ensure the 


peanut butter, butter and eggs specifically 
emulsify. It gives you plenty of time to keep 


mixing until you achieve that goal. 


Adding flour to the batter last ensures a 
fluffy and airy pancake and, because you’re 
only using one bowl, reduces mess. Mixing 
the peanut butter, melted butter and (room 


temperature) eggs first allows for proper 
emulsification. 

And adding the leavening during this 
step (instead of with the flour) promises 


the recipe, which can be as extrav- 
agant as you like. Creminis, shii- 

takes and white buttons will work 
perfectly, although if you’re going all 
out, specialty mushrooms like king, 
hen-of-the-woods and chanterelles 
add an even more intense flavor. Or 
use a combination: A few earthy black 
trumpets will go along way in the pot. 

You'll also need some wine for the 
sauce. Common kitchen wisdom 
dictates adding a splash from the 
bottle you’re planning to drink at 
dinner. But I usually use wine left over 
from dinner the night or two before. 

When sealed and stored in the 
fridge, leftover wine is perfectly fine 
for cooking, and you can use any (dry) 
variety for this adaptable braise. That 
means white, red, rosé or even a spar- 
kling or orange wine, if that’s what 
you've got. 

Like all braises, this one gets better 
after sitting overnight. Prepare it up 
until the moment when you would stir 
in the creme fraiche, then stick it in the 
refrigerator for up to two days. Warm 
it over low heat on the stovetop, or ina 
350-degree oven for 20 to 30 minutes. 
Then stir in the creme fraiche and 
garnishes. 

Serve it with crusty bread, polenta, 
rice or a heap of buttered noodles, 
with more creme fraiche on the side 
for maximum richness — and maxi- 
mum joy. 


Wine-braised chicken with 
mushrooms and leeks 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 1 hour 

1 (3 %-pound) chicken, cut into 8 pieces (or use 3 
¥2 pounds bone-in chicken parts) 

2 teaspoons kosher salt (Diamond Crystal), plus 
more as needed 

¥2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus 
more as needed 

4 garlic cloves 

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, olus more as 
needed 

2 tablespoons unsalted butter 

1 cup thinly sliced mushrooms (preferably 
specialty mushrooms, such as king, hen-of- 
the-woods, chanterelles or black trumpet, or a 
combination) 

2 large leeks (4 cups), halved and thinly sliced 
into half-moons (use white and light green 
parts) 

2 to3 rosemary sprigs 

34, Cup dry white wine (or use a dry red or rosé) 
Ys, cup créme fraiche, plus more for serving if 
desired 

2 tablespoons chopped chives 

1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest, plus more 
for serving 

2 cup finely chopped fresh parsley, leaves and 
tender stems 

1. Pat chicken dry with paper towels. Season 

all over with 12 teaspoons salt and the black 
pepper. Finely grate, pass through a press or 
mince 2 garlic cloves. Set aside half the grated 
garlic for finishing the dish. Rub the rest all over 
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the chicken pieces. Set aside the chicken while 
preparing the other ingredients. 

2. Ina Dutch oven over medium-high heat, 
combine 1 tablespoon oil and 1 tablespoon 
butter. When the butter melts, add chicken in 
batches and cook until browned on both sides, 
4 to 6 minutes per side. If the pan dries out, add 
a little more oil as needed. Transfer browned 
chicken to a plate. 

3. Add remaining tablespoon each oil and 
butter to the pan. Once the butter melts, add 
mushrooms and cook undisturbed until well 
browned on one side, 2 to 3 minutes. Stir and 
cook for 1 minute longer. 

4. Thinly slice 2 garlic cloves. Reduce heat to 
medium, and stir in sliced garlic, leeks and a large 
pinch each of salt and pepper. Cook, stirring 
occasionally, until leeks are tender and golden 
brown, 7 minutes. Add rosemary and wine to the 
pot and let simmer, scraping up the browned 
bits, until liquid reduces by half, about 1 minute. 
5. Nestle chicken, skin-side up, into the pan 

and pour in any accumulated juices from the 
plate. Reduce heat to medium-low and cook, 
covered, until chicken is cooked through, 25 to 35 
minutes. 

6. Transfer chicken to a serving platter and 

tent with foil to keep warm. Pluck the rosemary 
sprigs from the pot. If the sauce looks thin, turn 
the heat to medium-high and let simmer until 

it thickens slightly, 2 to 5 minutes. Stir in the 
remaining grated garlic, the creme fraiche, chives 
and lemon zest. Taste sauce and add more salt 
if needed. Spoon sauce over the chicken and top 
with parsley, more lemon zest and a dollop of 
creme fraiche, if you like, and serve. 


Peanut butter pancakes 


Makes: 8 to 10 pancakes (4 servings) 

2 large eggs 

4 tablespoons (2 stick) unsalted butter 

¥3 cup smooth peanut butter 

¥%, Cup granulated sugar 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

¥g teaspoon kosher salt 

¥2 cup whole milk 

34, Cup all-purpose flour 

1 tablespoon neutral oil, such as peanut oil 
or refined coconut oil, plus more as needed 
Maple syrup and chopped toasted peanuts, 
for serving (optional) 

1. Let 2 large eggs sit on the counter until 
room temperature, about 1 hour. 

2. Arrange a rack in the middle of the oven 
and heat the oven to 200 degrees. 

3. Melt 4 tablespoons unsalted butter ina 
large nonstick frying pan over medium-high 
heat. Transfer to a large bowl and reserve 
the pan for later (do not wash). 

4. Add 3 cup smooth peanut butter, % 
cup granulated sugar, 2 teaspoons baking 
powder, 1 teaspoon vanilla extract, the 
eggs and % teaspoon kosher salt to the 
bowl and whisk until well-combined. Add 
¥ cup whole milk and whisk to combine. 
Add % cup all-purpose flour and stir witha 
wooden spoon or flexible spatula until just 
combined. Do not overmix — some lumps 
are OK. 

5. Heat 1 tablespoon neutral oil in the 
reserved frying pan over medium-low heat 
until shimmering. Add %-cup portions of 
the batter to the pan, cooking 4 at a time, 
and spread the batter into 3-inch-wide 
rounds. Cook until bubbles appear on the 
surface of the pancakes and the bottoms 


are golden, 2 to 4 minutes. Flip and cook 
until the second side is golden, 1 to 3 
minutes more. 

6. Transfer to a baking sheet and keep 
warm in the oven. Repeat with the 
remaining batter, adding more oil to the pan 
as needed. Serve warm with maple syrup 
and chopped toasted peanuts, if desired. 


good distribution without over-mixing — 
something I learned from one of my cook- 
ing idols, Deb Perelman of The Smitten 
Kitchen. I love this trick and apply it to all 
of my baking escapades. You should, too. 

Keep cooked pancakes warm in an oven 
heated to 200 degrees while you finish 
your batch of pancakes. 
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By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


It’s a bleak, cold Janu- 
ary day, and as I look out 
the window at a solitary, 
huddled figure waiting for 
a city bus, I want nothing 
more than the hot split pea 
soup simmering on my 
stove and a good bottle of 
wine to go with it. 

“Good” is the operative 
word. As the Australian 
wine impresario Len Evans 
put it eloquently in what 
he called his “Theory of 
Capacity,’ life is too short to 
waste it on inferior bottles. 
That is true no matter the 
price. 

While good, distinc- 
tive wines can be found 
at every price, the odds 
of finding great values in 
everyday wines are most 
in your favor if you commit 
to spending $15 to $25a 
bottle. 

Recently I went on a digi- 
tal shopping spree at New 
York wine shops, look- 
ing for great values under 
$20. These bottles are not 
from the most heralded 
appellations, and some are 
made with wholly obscure 
grapes. The best values 
come from discoveries 
rather than from pursuing 
the tried-and-true. 

Given the fragmented 
nature of American wine 
distribution, you will not 
find these bottles in any 
single store, and probably 
not in any other city. But 
you should be able to find 
some of them and plenty 
of substitutes for those you 
can’t find. 

Ask for advice at the best 
wine shop near you. Good 
merchants can rise to the 
challenge of offering a good 
Bourgueil other than the 
one I suggest, or another 
sub-$20 California caber- 
net. 

This column includes 
the alcohol content. It 
can be useful, giving clues 
about the style of the wine, 
whether it may contain 
residual sugar, taste ripe 
and fruity or fall more on 
the austere side. 


VALRAVN 


Domaine Guion Bourgueil 
Cuvée Domaine 2019, 
12.5%, $14.99: Compared 
with the many producers 
who have taken up organic 
farming in the past decade, 
Domaine Guion has been 
doing it seemingly forever, 
since 1965. This Bourgueil, 
made of cabernet franc, 
demonstrates how good 

a relatively simple wine 
can be when produced 
conscientiously. It’s pure 
and unmediated, with 
direct flavors of red and 
dark fruits, and a touch of 
well-integrated bell 


pepper. 


Chateau du Petit Thouars 
Chinon Les Georges 2019, 
13.5%, $16.99: Loire reds 
are perennially among the 
best values in wine, even as 
other reliable bottles, like 
cru Beaujolais, creep up in 
price. This Chinon is a little 
more structured than the 
Bourgueil, with discern- 
ible chalky tannins. Yet it’s 
immensely likable, with 
earthy aromas and flavors 
of flowers, herbs and red 
fruits. 


Melsheimer Mosel Ries- 
ling Handwerk 2020, 
10.5%, $19.99: This excel- 
lent family estate farms 
biodynamically, primar- 
ily on perilously steep 


slopes in the Mosel Valley 
in Germany. Handwerk is 
Melsheimer’s entry-level 
wine, a terrific introduc- 
tion to its luminous, pure, 
energetic rieslings. The 
2020 in particular is lovely. 
It’s light-bodied, but full 

of peachy, earthy, mineral 
flavors and it tastes quite 
dry, though it has a touch of 
residual sugar. 


Gioventu Chianti 2019, 
13%, $15.99: Chianti Clas- 
sico is the best-known 

zone in the Chianti region 
and generally produces 

the highest quality wines, 
but the extended area also 
has a lot to offer. Michael 
Schmeltzer, the man 
behind the excellent Monte 
Bernardi Chianti Classi- 
cos, also makes this wine 
from organically farmed 
grapes grown in the greater 
Chianti area. It’s bright 
with zippy acidity, simple 
and easy to enjoy. 


Valravn Sonoma County 
Chardonnay 2020, 14.2%, 
$19.99: California chardon- 
nay has the reputation of 
being extravagant, oaky and 
overblown, but this wine is 
the antithesis, subtle rather 
than excessive. Valravn 
obtains grapes from all over 
Sonoma. For this bottle 
they come from three areas: 
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the Sonoma Coast, the 
Russian River Valley and 
the Petaluma Gap. It’s rich 
yet balanced, with inviting 
flavors of apples, herbs and 
sweet corn. 


Gulp/Hablo Spain 
Verdejo/Sauvignon Blanc 
2020, 11.5%, $19.99, 1 liter: 
This is an orange wine, 

a white made using red 
wine techniques. The juice 
of the grapes is macer- 
ated with the skins, which 
provide a tinge of color 
and a mild rasp of tannin. 
The grapes, half verdejo 
and half sauvignon blanc, 
are grown organically 

and the winemaker is the 
excellent Juan Antonio 
Ponce of Bodegas Ponce, 
one of the best producers 
in Manchuela in east- 

ern Spain. The wine is 
textured and aromatic, 
fresh and refreshing with 
flavors of citrus and sauvi- 
enon blanc pungency. 


Ultraviolet California 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2020, 
14.5%, $17.99: Samantha 
Sheehan makes char- 
donnay, pinot noir anda 
variety of rosés under the 
label POE Wines. She uses 
the Ultraviolet label for 
cabernet sauvignons like 
this one, a pure Califor- 
nia expression of ripe fruit 





that is nonetheless well 
balanced. This is a juicy, 
fresh, voluptuous wine that 
never goes over the top. If 
you like fruity California 
cabernets, this is an excel- 
lent bottle. 


Ver Sacrum Los Chacayes 
— Valle de Uco Monastrell 
2018, 13%, $19.99: This is 
the first time I’ve tried Ver 
Sacrum’s monastrell and 
it’s lovely, though lighter 
and easier-going than I 
would have expected. 
Under its French name, 
mourvedre, the primary 
red grape of Bandol, the 
wines can be tannic beasts. 
But Ver Sacrum produces 
this wine with semicar- 
bonic fermentation, a 
method common in Beau- 
jolais and in many natu- 
ral wines, yielding a juicy, 
aromatic, immediately 
pleasing wine. 


Domaine Faillenc Sainte 
Marie Corbiéres 2019, 14%, 
$16: Some of my favorite 
wines from the Languedoc 
region of southern France 
have a sort of wild, rustic 
quality that contrasts with 
the often overly polished 
nature of many modern 
wines. This Corbieres is 

a good example of what I 
mean. It’s made of equal 
parts syrah, grenache and 


cinsault, a typical regional 
combination, and it’s lively, 
fruity and floral, with 

clear herbal notes and just 
enough tannins to offer a 
friendly bite. Perfect fora 
beef stew or a hearty soup. 


Akutain Rioja Cosecha 
2018, 12.5%, $17.99: This 

is the first Rioja I’ve tried 
from Akutain, which farms 
around 16 acres in the Rioja 
Alta region. Cosecha means 
unaged, and this wine 
essentially was fermented 
in fiberglass vats and 
bottled, capturing the juicy 
immediacy of the tempra- 
nillo fruit. It’s spicy and 
earthy, easy to drink and 
deliciously refreshing. 


Puech Redon Vin de France 
Pour de Vrai Pétillant 
Naturel 2020, 11%, $19.99: 
Puech Redon is an estate 
in the Languedoc region 
of southern France. After 
Cyril Cuche took over 
management from his 
father, he began farming 
organically in 2008. More 
recently, with the help 

of the excellent Rhéne 
producer Eric Texier, he 
has begun making wine 
naturally, without adding 
sulfur dioxide, an almost 
universally employed 
stabilizer and antioxidant. 
This white pét-nat is made 
of red grapes, primarily 
cinsault, with 15% syrah. 
It’s tangy, easy, simple and 
refreshing, like biting into a 
piece of fresh fruit. 


Domaine de l’Enchantoir 
Saumur Blanc 2019, 13%, 
$17.99: I love chenin blanc 
from the Loire Valley, yet 
the most famous appel- 
lations, like Vouvray and 
Savennieres, are increas- 
ingly difficult to find for 
less than $20. Fortunately, 
Saumur Blanc, in the Anjou 
region, still offers good 
deals like this bottle from 
Domaine de l’Enchantoir, 
where the Brunet family 
farms roughly 40 acres 
organically. It’s inviting 
and richly textured yet 
light-bodied, with lovely 
floral and citrus flavors. 
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A taste test of nonalcoholic wine and spirits 


By Jenn Harris and 
Stephanie Breijo 
Los Angeles Times 


There are many reasons why 
someone might want to attempt a 
dry January. Maybe you indulged 
a little too much during the holi- 
days. Or you’re just looking to cut 
back on alcohol in the new year. 
Whatever the reason, there are 
more options than ever for nonal- 
coholic beverages. 

Demand is growing. The global 
nonalcoholic drinks market 
is forecast to grow from $923 
million in 2020 to more than $1.7 
trillion by 2028, according to 
marketing research company Fior 
Markets. An October report in 
The Drinks Business, relying on 
data from NielsenIQ, said online 
sales of the “low-and-no category 
soared with a 315% increase... in 
the latest 12 months.” 

The following is a taste test of 
14 nonalcoholic beverages includ- 
ing wine, spirits, aperitifs and a 
couple of drinks that don’t fall 
into any traditional category. 
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means sweet), and still bound 

to get the job done in ano-ABV 
spritz or negroni. wilfredsdrinks. 
com 


For Bitter For Worse Eva’s Spritz, 
$28 

When we purchased this bottle 
we were told it’s like a cider, 
but as it turns out, it’s marketed 
as more of an Italian aperitivo. 
Really, it’s neither. Eva’s Spritz 
marches to its own beat: It’s 
carbonated, effervescent and 
juice-forward, and tastes like 
a shrub got dragged through a 
garden of rhubarb, citrus, grapes 
and beets. There’s a bitter edge, 
largely due to the roasted dande- 
lion root, which helps balance all 
the sweetness of that juice. 
forbitterforworse.com 


Miscellaneous 


Seedlip Grove 42, $32 

This is the lemon-infused 
water they serve you post-mas- 
sage at a nice spa. The company 
says that the “sophisticated, 


Wines 
Surely Pinot Noir, $26.99 

This may be the fanciest fruit 
juice cocktail on the market. The 
pinot noir grapes do lend a bit of 
spice, but the dominant flavors 
are grape juice and cherry. But 
while the wine may taste like 
fruit juice, it’s actually bone dry. 
hisurely.com 


Surely Rosé, $24.99 

This tastes less like a rosé and 
more like a tropical party ina 
glass, which isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing, though it might not 
scratch that rosé itch. The inclu- 
sion of guava and passion fruit 
juices makes for a tart and tangy 
sipper, and the light carbonation 
might fool the tongue for a split 
second, but it’s more tropical fruit 
juice than wine. hisurely.com 


Noughty Organic Alcohol-Free 
Sparkling Chardonnay, $21.99 
Both the nose and the flavor 
were on the milder side, with 
slight bready notes and just a 
touch of apple. If you put ice 
cubes in your glass of Cham- 
pagne and they melted, this is 
what it would taste like. It was 
dry though, and a lot more like 
sparkling wine than apple cider. 


drinknolow.com 


Spirits 
DHOS Gin Free, $24.99 

Is spicy water a thing? It is now. 
While there is an initial wallop of 
juniper, pine and citrus, the flavor 
fades quickly into nothingness. 
All you’re left with is heat. But not 
the warming sensation typically 
associated with straight alcohol. 
Heat as in hot chile pepper hot. 
Yes, it tastes like spicy water. This 
not-quite-gin product is a better 
gin substitute when mixed with 
tonic. dhosspirits.com 


Lyre’s Dry London Spirit, $35.99 
Meant to replicate the potent 
flavor of a dry, unadulterated gin, 
Lyre’s take on a classic London- 
dry style gets the job done in 
shockingly authentic fashion. 
It’s far too bitter to sip or shoot 
on its own, but a quality tonic 
and a wedge of lime draw out the 
botanicals and mellow its more 
overt stringent qualities for one of 
the most spot-on flavor replica- 
tions of our taste test. lyres.com 


Spiritless Kentucky 74, $35.99 
If you’re just looking for that 
warm, caramelly bourbon smell, 


this is the bottle for you. But it 
was lacking in body and flavor 
and mostly tasted like watery 
apple juice with a splash of 
vanilla. spiritless.com 


Ritual Rum Alternative, $28.99 
There was more viscosity and 
body to this spirit, which gave it 
an almost syrup-like quality. The 
flavors were bold with bursts of 
vanilla, spice, orange and toffee. 
And it was warming with a slight 
burn, similar to what you’d 
experience if you were drink- 
ing actual rum. Of all the spirits 
we tried, this was the closest to 
the real thing. We even tried it 
in a daiquiri, and it tasted like a 
daiquiri. ritualzeroproof.com 


Free Spirits “Tequila,’ $37 

One of the few no-ABV spirits 
to nail that burn in the throat, 
Free Spirits’ approximation of 
reposado tequila is surprisingly 
successful and a serious delight 
to sip — though it’s been specif- 
ically designed to mix well ina 
margarita. Vanilla, caramel and 
agave tones provide some of its 
sweeter notes, while asmokiness 
from white oak and a peppery 
burn give it that signature tequila 
bite going down. Some of its 
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burn got buried when we used 

it in a paloma, but it still carried 
through; you might want to pour 
it with a heavy hand. 
drinkfreespirits.com 


Aperitifs 
Ghia, $33 

This Tabasco-colored drink 
does what an aperitif is designed 
to do. It’s a bitter, herbal concoc- 
tion that whets the appetite. The 
combination of yuzu, lemon 
balm, Riesling white grape, elder- 
flower, orange, rosemary, fig and 
ginger ended up tasting over- 
whelmingly like grapefruit peel. I 
thought it was delicious. 
drinkghia.com 


Wilfred’s Bittersweet Orange & 
Rosemary, approx. $25 

Meant to replicate Campari, 
this Wilfred’s aperitif shares 
the same citrusy bitterness and 
vibrant red-orange hue of the 
iconic Italian liqueur. But while 
Campari’s notes are more pith, 
cherry and clove, Wilfred’s 
incorporates more vanilla tones, 
rosemary, rhubarb and a whole 
bouquet of warm baking spices. 
It’s a little sweeter than its alco- 
holic counterpart (but by no 


bright, citrus blend” includes 
Mediterranean orange, lemon 
peel, lemongrass and ginger. All I 
got was lemon peel. It’s refresh- 
ing, but you can make it yourself. 
seedlipdrinks.com/en-us/ 


AMASS Riverine, $40 

One whiff of this noncategor- 
ical spirit and it’s clear there are 
more than a dozen botanicals 
involved: The juniper, lemon 
peel, rosemary, thyme, coriander, 
sumac and a certain green-olive 
brininess are almost overwhelm- 
ing on first sip, but Riverine 
mellows as it goes, eventually 
falling somewhere between a 
botanical gin and the most herba- 
ceous spa water of your life. This 
is an easy sipper; simply add soda 
water and a couple of ice cubes 
and you’re good to go. amass.com 


Optimist Smokey, $35 

“Smokey” is the name of the 
game, but the flavor note is 
far from overpowering in this 
complex and woody sipper. At 
the shop, it came recommended 
as amezcal substitute, but there’s 
really no category for this spirit: 
Smoky lapsang souchong tea 
forms the flavor baseline, while 
botanicals, spices and herbs such 
as ginger, bergamot and geranium 
brighten it up. 


One-pot pasta dinner is 


full of salty seafood flavor 


America’s Test Kitchen 


Shrimp is the most 
popular seafood in the 
United States. These 
slightly sweet, mild-fla- 
vored crustaceans are full 
of interesting science. Take 
a deep dive into these fasci- 
nating facts. 


Shrimp change color 
when they cook 

Most raw shrimp are 
a gray-black color. But 
when you cook them, they 
turn pink. Why the color 
change? Shrimp contain 
a pigment called astaxan- 
thin that is released when 
the shrimp reach about 120 
degrees. Bonus fishy fact: 
Salmon have pink flesh 
because they eat shrimp 
and krill, ashrimp rela- 
tive that contains the same 


pigment. 


Shrimp come 
in lots of sizes 

There are about 2,000 
species of shrimp around 
the world, and humans 


13 inches. 


when they’re super tiny, 
dried and used in all sorts 
of dishes, including soups, 
salads and stir-fries. On 
the other hand, black tiger 
shrimp can grow as long as 





This one-pot meal takes less than an hour to make. 
AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN 


otides, which have a 
savory umami taste. If 
you cook shrimp shells, 
their proteins and sugars 
undergo a special chem- 
ical reaction that gives 
them even more flavor. 
But peeling shrimp is a lot 


eat around 300 of them The shell is full of flavor of work. In this recipe, we 
— from common white- Shrimp shells contain use peeled shrimp and add 
leg shrimp to beautiful proteins, sugars and another ocean ingredient 
royal red shrimp. Some compounds called — clam juice — to boost this 
species are harvested glutamates and nucle- dish’s salty seafood flavor. 


One-pot garlicky shrimp pasta 


Makes: 4 servings 

1 pound frozen peeled and deveined extra- 
large shrimp (21 to 25 per pound), thawed 
and tails removed 

Y¥g teaspoon pepper 

¥2 teaspoon plus % teaspoon salt, measured 
separately 

1 tablespoon plus 2 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil, measured separately 

6 to 8 garlic cloves, peeled and minced 

Ye teaspoon red pepper flakes 

3 cups water 

2 cups chicken broth 

¥ Cup clam juice 

4 V2 cups medium pasta shells (12 ounces) 

¥ teaspoon grated lemon zest plus 2 
tablespoons juice, zested and squeezed from 
1 lemon 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

1. In amedium bowl, combine shrimp, 
pepper and % teaspoon salt. Stir until shrimp 
are evenly coated. 

2.Ina Dutch oven, heat 1 tablespoon oil over 


medium-high heat for 2 minutes (oil should 
be hot but not smoking). Add shrimp to pot 
and spread in a single layer. Cook shrimp, 
without stirring, until edges turn pink, about 
1] minute. 

3. Stir shrimp and cook until pink all over, 30 
seconds to 1 minute. Turn off heat. Transfer 
shrimp to a large plate. 

4. Add garlic, red pepper flakes and the 
remaining 2 tablespoons oil to the pot. 
Cook over low heat, stirring often with clean 
rubber spatula, until garlic is just beginning 
to turn golden, 4 to 6 minutes. 

5. Stir in water, broth, clam juice, pasta and 
remaining *%4 teaspoon salt. Increase heat to 
medium-high and cook, stirring often, for 12 
minutes. 

6. Continue cooking, stirring constantly 
and scraping the bottom of the pot, until 
pasta is tender and sauce is thickened, 3 

to 8 minutes longer. Turn off heat. (Sauce 
will continue to thicken as it cools.) Stir in 
lemon zest and juice, parsley and shrimp. 
Let sit until shrimp is heated through, 1 to 2 
minutes. Serve. 


SERIOUSLY SIMPLE 


This apple cherry custard 
crisp never goes out of style 


By Diane Rossen 
Worthington 


Tribune Content Agency 


Fruit crisps might 
have been one of the first 
desserts recorded. Still, 
they never seem to go out 
of style. 

Early Americans created 
fruit desserts with some 
very funny names like 
pandowdy or buckle. The 
simpler named fruit crisp 
is just a mixture of fruit on 
the bottom and a streusel 
layer on top. It certainly is 
easy to put together (peel- 
ing and cutting the apples 
is the most work you'll 
have to do). 

This recipe is one of my 
most requested desserts. 
Sometimes I mix it up by 
using a combination of 
apples and pears or substi- 
tute dried apricots or cran- 
berries for the cherries. 


usually just have the streu- 





This is the essence of amodern comfort dessert. 
NOEL BARNHURST/TNS 


tion of flavors and textures. 


This is just about foolproof sel topping. Here, I have Serve this crisp just out 
for any cook. added a layer of creme of the oven or at room 

This crisp is full of fraiche custard between temperature. Some folks 
winter goodness with juicy _ the fruit and the almond like to gild the lily and add 
apples and sweet dried flavored topping to create vanilla ice cream to accom- 


Bing cherries. Most crisps 


Apple dried cherry 
custard crisp 


Makes: 6 to 8 servings 

1 cup dried cherries 

6 medium apples, peeled, cored and cut 
into 1 %-inch pieces (Golden Delicious, Fuji, 
Honey Crisp, Braeburn or Granny Smith will 
do) 

¥3 cup all-purpose flour 

¥3 Cup Sugar 

2 tablespoons lemon juice 

Zest of 1 lemon 

For the custard: 

2 eggs 

1 cup creme fraiche 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

For the topping: 

6 tablespoons brown sugar 

34, cup all-purpose flour 

¥3 cup finely ground almonds 

¥2 teaspoon Salt 

] teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon finely chopped lemon zest 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

¥2 cup melted butter 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 


an extravagant combina- 


pany the crisp. 


2. Place the cherries in boiling water for 10 
minutes to plum them. Drain and reserve. 
3.Inamixing bowl combine the apples, 
cherries, flour, sugar, lemon juice and zest, 
and mix until the fruit is well coated. Transfer 
to a 9-by-12-inch greased gratin pan or 
baking dish. Press down the fruit with the 
back of a large spoon to make an even layer 
with no gaps. Place the pan ona parchment 
lined baking sheet. 

4. Prepare the custard: In a medium bowl 
beat the eggs. Add the creme fraiche, vanilla 
and whisk until blended. Sift in the flour, 
whisking well to make sure the custard is 
smooth with no lumps. Set aside. 

5. Prepare the streusel: In a mixing bowl 
combine the brown sugar, flour, almonds, 
salt, cinnamon, lemon zest and mix together. 
Add the vanilla and melted butter and mix 
with a fork until it becomes a soft dough. 

6. Spread an even layer of the creme fraiche 
custard mixture over the fruit. Crumble the 
crisp mixture with your fingers evenly over 
the custard. Bake for about 55 minutes or 
until the top is golden brown and completely 
cooked through. Let rest 10 minutes and 
then serve. This can also be served at room 
temperature. 


